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CURRENT LAW 

 The Department of Administration (DOA) has established an Office of Land Information 
Services (OLIS) in the Division of Housing and Intergovernmental Relations to advise state and 
local governments on matters relating to land use, the development of information, land and 
geographic systems, and strategies for land records modernization and systems integration.  The 
Office is responsible for providing staff and other support to both the Wisconsin Land 
Information Board and the Wisconsin Land Council and for overseeing the statewide activities of 
municipal boundary review and plat review.   

 Land Information Board.  The Land Information Board (Board) is attached 
administratively to DOA and directs and supervises the implementation of the Wisconsin land 
information program under s. 16.967 of the statutes.  The Board has 15 members, including the 
Secretaries (or their designees) of DOA, DATCP, DNR, DOR and DOT.  The Board is generally 
responsible for: (1) preparing guidelines to coordinate the modernization of land records; (2) 
administering a land information project grant program for counties; (3) reviewing for approval 
county-wide plans for land records modernization; (4) maintaining and distributing an inventory 
of land information available in the state; (5) serving as a clearinghouse for access to land 
information; (6) providing technical assistance to those state and local governmental units with 
land information responsibilities; and (7) conducting soil surveys and soil mapping activities.   

 The Board's administrative and grant program appropriations are funded from a portion 
of recording fees collected by county registers of deeds.  Under current law, $7 of the $11 
collected by a county register of deeds for recording the first page of a legal document is 
forwarded to the Board, unless the county has a land information office, in which case the county 
may retain an additional $5 to support the county land office and transfer only $2 to the Board.  
Currently, all counties have a land information office and retain the $5.  Consequently, only $2 
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of the total $11 filing fee is currently forwarded to the state.  The $2 filing fee generated program 
revenues of $3,749,400 PR in 2001-02 and is expected to generate $4,330,600 in 2003-04, based 
on receipts through early April.   

 Base level funding of $2,113,000 PR annually from these revenues supports the 
following Board programs:  (1) grants to counties for various purposes ($700,000 PR annually); 
(2) soil surveys and soil mapping activities ($415,000 PR annually); and (3) Board 
administrative costs, geographic information system staff support, and the development of a 
computerized land information system ($598,000 PR and 4.0 PR positions annually).  The 
remaining $500,000 PR annually is allocated to fund comprehensive planning grants.  Provisions 
of 2001 Wisconsin Act 16 also required the Board to lapse $400,000 PR annually from these 
county filing fee revenue balances to the general fund. 

 Land Council.  A separate, 16-member Wisconsin Land Council (Council) is also 
attached administratively to DOA and is charged with: (1) facilitating local land use planning 
efforts; (2) identifying state land use goals; (3) identifying areas of conflict between state statutes 
and local ordinances on land use issues; (4) recommending legislation; and (5) approving or 
disapproving proposed comprehensive planning grants to local units of government.  The 
Secretaries (or their designees) of DOA, DATCP, Commerce, DNR, DOR, and DOT all sit on 
the Council.  The Council is currently funded by direct assessments of the six state agencies 
represented on the Council.  Base level funding for the Council is $355,600 PR and 4.0 PR 
positions annually for the Land Council, funded from these assessments. 

 Sunset of the Board and the Council.  The Information Board, the Land Council, their 
supporting appropriations, all of their powers and duties, the county register of deeds recording 
fee transfer to the state (for the Board) and the state agency assessment mechanism (for the 
Council) are all scheduled to sunset, effective September 1, 2003.  After that date, only those 
land information support activities expressly assigned as ongoing DOA responsibilities (such as 
operation of the geographic information system function) would remain in force. 

 Comprehensive Planning Grants.  The state awards $3,000,000 annually of 
comprehensive planning grants to local units of government to encourage "smart growth" 
planning.  The grants may be used to finance the costs of local planning activities, the purchase 
of computerized planning data, or planning software or hardware required to utilize that data or 
software.  Base level grant funding includes $1,500,000 GPR annually appropriated under s. 
20.505(1)(cm) of the statutes, $500,000 PR annually appropriated under s. 20.505(1)(if) of the 
statutes and $1,000,000 SEG annually for transportation-related planning grants appropriated 
under s. 20.505(1)(z) of the statutes.  The PR-funded comprehensive planning grants are 
supported from the county recording fees remitted to the state.  The SEG-funded planning grants 
are supported from federal transportation planning allocations in the transportation fund.  Finally, 
there is $46,900 GPR and 1.0 GPR position in 2002-03 appropriated under s. 20.505(1)(cn) of 
the statutes budgeted for the administrative support associated with the comprehensive planning 
grant program. 
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GOVERNOR 

 Extension of Scheduled Sunset Date.  Extend the scheduled sunset date for the Land 
Information Board, the Land Council, related programs and appropriations from the current 
September 1, 2003, to September 1, 2005, and make the following additional changes: 

 Land Information Board Modifications. Delete adjusted base level funding (including 
standard budget adjustments) of $50,000 GPR and 1.0 GPR position annually associated with 
comprehensive planning grant administration and provide increased expenditure authority of 
$50,000 PR and 1.0 PR position to reflect the funding conversion of this function.  Provide an 
additional $137,300 PR annually and 2.0 PR positions in 2004-05 to continue two of the Board's 
four positions.  These PR-funded positions would be supported through the proposed two-year 
extension of the $2 land record fee assessed on the first page of documents filed or recorded with 
county registers of deeds.   

 Require the Board to submit a report, in conjunction with the Council, on the 
continuation of the Board's functions and the feasibility of combining the functions of the two 
entities by September 1, 2004.   

 Land Council Modifications.  In addition to the two-year extension of the Council's 
sunset date, delay the transfer of land information technology processing services and functions 
from the Council to DOA until September 1, 2005.  Require the Council, in conjunction with its 
working group, to submit an evaluation of the Council's functions and activities by September 1, 
2004.  The new report must include a recommendation on whether the Council should continue 
to operate and whether there should be any changes to its duties.  Under the Governor's 
recommendation, no funding or position authority would be provided to the Council after August 
31, 2003.  Any required staffing resources would be provided by the remaining Board staff. 

 Under standard budget adjustments, the Governor has deleted base level funding and 
staffing associated with the Board and the Council for the period after August 31, 2003.  These 
reductions total $1,723,800 PR in 2003-04 and $2,086,600 PR and 8.0 PR positions in 2004-05. 

 Comprehensive Planning Grants Funding Conversion.  Delete $1,500,000 GPR annually 
and provide increased expenditure authority of $1,500,000 PR annually under the existing PR-
funded comprehensive planning grants appropriation to reflect the conversion of all GPR-funded 
grants to PR funding.  The additional PR-funded grants would be supported through the 
proposed extension to September 1, 2005, of the $2 land record fee collected by county registers 
of deeds and remitted to the state. 

DISCUSSION POINTS 

 Previous Legislative Activity Relating to the Land Information Function 

1. In the 1997-99 biennial budget, the Governor recommended repealing the Land 
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Information Board and shifting its duties and responsibilities to DOA.  However, the Board was 
ultimately retained as a separate entity and the Wisconsin Land Council was also created to provide 
technical and policy direction to the land information function.  A sunset of September 1, 2003, was 
established for both bodies.  In a separate review by the Office of the Lieutenant Governor relating 
to whether the new Council should be continued or repealed, a sunset date of September 1, 2001, 
was proposed for that body, but this earlier termination date was not agreed to by the Legislature. 

2. In the 1999-01 biennial budget, the Governor recommended authorizing DOA, 
rather than the Board, to develop and maintain a computer-based land information system and to 
conduct soil testing and mapping activities.  The Legislature eliminated DOA's express authority to 
develop and maintain a computer-based land information system, deleted funding for the system 
and authorized the Board to undertake soil surveying and mapping activities.  The Legislature also 
extended the sunset date for the Board (but not for the Council) until September 1, 2005.  The 
Governor subsequently vetoed this extension, thereby leaving the current September 1, 2003, sunset 
date in place. 

3. In the 2001-03 biennial budget, the Governor recommended the immediate repeal of 
the Board and the transfer of its functions and related assets, liabilities, rules and orders to DOA.  
The Legislature deleted the proposed repeal of the Board and extended the scheduled sunset date for 
the Board and the Council from September 1, 2003, to September 1, 2007.  The Governor also 
vetoed this extension, again leaving the current September 1, 2003, sunset date in place for both 
entities. 

4. As part of the scheduled sunset process, the Board (in conjunction with the Council) 
was required to submit a report by September 1, 2002, on the continuation of the Board's functions 
and the feasibility of combining the functions of the two entities.  The Council was also required to 
submit an evaluation of its functions and activities by that same date, including a recommendation 
on whether the Council should continue to operate and whether there should be any changes to its 
duties. 

5. Both the Board and the Council submitted these required reports in September, 
2002.  A Board recommendation that its functions and those of the Council be combined failed on a 
6-6 vote.  The Board subsequently approved (on a vote of 7-5) a recommendation to lift the 
scheduled sunset of the Board and Council and to maintain the two bodies as separate entities.  
Meanwhile, the Council voted 15-1 to sunset both bodies and to combine their functions under a 
single new entity, but with statutorily defined separate working groups. 

6. Against this backdrop, DOA's 2003-05 biennial budget request did not seek a 
change to the scheduled September 1, 2003, sunset date for either body.  Further, continuation 
funding was requested only through August 31, 2003, and $1,723,800 PR in 2003-04 and 
$2,068,600 PR and 8.0 PR positions in 2004-05 were deleted under standard budget adjustments as 
noncontinuing items to reflect the repeal of the Board and the Council on that date. 
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 The Governor's Budget Proposal 

7. The Governor has recommended extending the sunset on both the Board and the 
Council for another two years (until September 1, 2005), retaining the $2 land record fee remittance 
to the state until that date, utilizing a portion of the land record fees for the funding conversion of 
the GPR-supported portion of the comprehensive planning grant program, and supporting a reduced 
Land Information Board function.  No funding is provided under the Governor's recommendation 
for the Wisconsin Land Information Council.  The Governor's funding and staffing proposal is 
summarized by fiscal year in the following table. 

Governor's Recommended Land Programs Funding Changes 

(2003-04) 
 
 

   Base Funding   SB 44   Net Change  
Appropriation and Fund Source Funding Positions Funding Positions Funding Positions 

 
GPR Appropriations 
Comprehensive Planning Grants  $1,500,000 0.00 $0 0.00 - $1,500,000 0.00 
Comp. Planning Grant Administration        50,000 1.00 0 0.00       -50,000 -1.00 
 GPR Funding Changes $1,550,000 1.00 $0 0.00 - $1,550,000 -1.00 
 
PR Appropriations 
Comprehensive Planning Grants  $500,000 0.00 $2,000,000 0.00 $1,500,000 0.00 
Land Information Board Operations  598,000 4.00 286,900 5.00 -311,100 1.00 
Technical Assistance  0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 
Aids to Counties for Land Projects 700,000 0.00 116,700 0.00 -583,300 0.00 
Soil Surveys and Mapping  415,000 0.00 69,200 0.00 -345,800 0.00 
Soil Surveys State Agency Support 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 
Land Council Operations      355,600 4.00      59,300 4.00   -296,300 0.00 
 PR Funding Changes $2,568,600 8.00 $2,532,100 9.00 -$36,500 1.00 
 
All Funds Total  $4,118,600 9.00 -$1,723,800 9.00 -$1,586,500 0.00 
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(2004-05) 
 

      
   Base Funding   SB 44   Net Change  
Appropriation and Fund Source Funding Positions Funding Positions Funding Positions 
 
GPR Appropriations 
Comprehensive Planning Grants $1,500,000 0.00 $0 0.00 -$1,500,000 0.00 
Comp. Planning Grant Administration       50,000 1.00 0 0.00       -50,000 -1.00 
 GPR Funding Changes $1,550,000 1.00 $0 0.00 -$1,550,000 -1.00 
 
PR Appropriations 
Comprehensive Planning Grants $500,000 0.00 $2,000,000 0.00 $1,500,000 0.00 
Land Information Board Operations 598,000 4.00 187,300 3.00 -410,700 -1.00 
Technical Assistance 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 
Aids to Counties for Land Projects 700,000 0.00 0 0.00 -700,000 0.00 
Soil Surveys and Mapping 415,000 0.00 0 0.00 -415,000 0.00 
Soil Surveys State Agency Support 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 
Land Council Operations     355,600 4.00                0 0.00    -355,600 -4.00 
PR Funding Changes 2,568,600 8.00 $2,187,300 3.00 -$381,300 -5.00 
 
All Funds Total $4,118,600 9.00 $2,187,300 3.00 -$1,931,300 -6.00 

 

8. Under the Governor's recommendation, Board operational funding would be 
reduced to an amount sufficient to fund basic program administration ($286,900 PR in 2003-04 and 
$187,300 PR in 2004-05 and 3.0 PR positions).  The Board's responsibilities include the 
development of a computerized Wisconsin land information system.  No funding would be provided 
for this activity under the Governor's recommendation.  Further, all funding for Land Council staff 
would be eliminated.  The Council's duties include identifying and recommending land use goals, 
identifying state land use priorities and approving applications for comprehensive planning grant 
funding.  On September 1, 2003, these functions would transfer to DOA. 

9. Currently, the Board may conduct soil surveys and mapping activities, funded 
through an appropriation established for this purpose.  In March, 2000, an agreement was signed 
with the U. S. Department of Agriculture's Natural Resources Conservation Service to complete 
initial soil surveys in the remaining unsurveyed counties of the state and to computerize ("digitize") 
the resulting soil survey data.  Soil mapping and survey data is one of the basic elements of the 
state's planned land information databank.  The original project was planned to require six years to 
complete and run from 1999 through 2004.  However, because of the delayed start of the project, 
some 10 Wisconsin counties remain unsurveyed and 38 have not yet had all their soil survey data 
digitized.  The Governor's budget proposal would delete all funding associated with the continuation 
of these activities, effective September 1, 2003. 

10. Further, any county land information office may currently apply to the Board for 
project funding from its aids to counties appropriation to develop and implement county land 
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information system that integrate property and ownership records with boundary information, 
prepare property and planning maps, and develop and improve Internet-accessible housing 
assessment capabilities.  The Governor's proposal would delete all funding associated with these 
county grants, effective September 1, 2003. 

 Revised Funding Proposal for Land Programs 

11. DOA, in conjunction with the U. S. Department of Agriculture's Natural Resources 
Conservation Service and interested state land information groups, has developed an alternative 
budget proposal for funding the land information function during the 2003-05 biennium.  The 
revised proposal would appropriate an additional $907,000 PR in 2003-04 and $1,092,900 PR in 
2004-05 from available land recording fees program revenue balances.  The Department anticipates 
that an unencumbered balance of $2,000,000 will remain in the appropriation account on June 30, 
2003, which would be used to fund these additional proposed expenditures. 

12. The revised DOA funding proposal for land information activities, compared to the 
Governor's original SB 44 recommendations, is summarized in the following table. 

 
Revised Land Program Expenditure Proposal 

Compared to Governor's SB 44 Recommendation 
(PR Funding) 

 
2003-04 

 
 
  Governor's SB 44 Proposal DOA Revised Proposal 
Appropriation Funding Positions Funding Positions 
 
Comprehensive Planning Grants $2,000,000 0.00 $2,000,000 0.00 
Land Information Board Operations 286,900 5.00 410,800 5.00 
Technical Assistance 0 0.00 0 0.00 
Aids to Counties for Land Projects 116,700 0.00 269,000 0.00 
Soil Surveys and Mapping 69,200 0.00 700,000 0.00 
Soil Surveys State Agency Support 0 0.00 0 0.00 
Land Council Operations 59,300 4.00 59,300 4.00 
Total  $2,532,100 9.00 $3,439,100 9.00 
       
Change to Governor   $907,000 0.00 
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2004-05 
 
  Governor's Proposal DOA Revised Proposal 
Appropriation Funding Positions Funding Positions 
 
Comprehensive Planning Grants $2,000,000 0.00 $2,000,000 0.00 
Land Information Board Operations 187,300 3.00 311,200 3.00 
Technical Assistance 0 0.00 0 0.00 
Aids to Counties for Land Projects 0 0.00 269,000 0.00 
Soil Surveys and Mapping 0 0.00 700,000 0.00 
Soil Surveys State Agency Support 0 0.00 0 0.00 
Land Council Operations               0 0.00               0 0.00 
Total  $2,187,300 3.00 $3,280,200 3.00 
 
Change to Governor   $1,092,900 0.00 
 
 

13. Under the revised funding proposal, the following principal funding changes would 
be made: (a) an additional $123,900 PR annually would be provided under the Board's general 
program operations appropriation to support maintenance costs and limited system development 
activities associated with the Wisconsin land information system; (b) an additional $152,300 PR in 
2003-04 and $269,000 PR in 2004-05 would be provided to ensure that sufficient funding is 
available so that each county will receive a minimum of $35,000 annually from its own retained 
land record fees plus the state grants for the purpose of county land information efforts; (c) an 
additional $630,800 PR in 2003-04 and $700,000 PR in 2004-05 would be provided to ensure 
annual funding of $700,000 for continuing soil survey and mapping efforts by the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. 

14. The proposed funding modifications would: (a) continue the comprehensive soil 
surveying and mapping initiative begun in the 1999-01 biennium and projected to be concluded 
during the next two years; (b) support modest improvements to the state's computerized land 
information database; and (c) continue minimum land information improvement grants to those 
counties with the least amount of land record filing fees to support such efforts.  Further, these 
modifications could be funded without the need to adjust the current $2 land record fee amounts 
remitted to the state. 

15. The modification has the support of DOA's Office of Land Information Services, the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, and a number of interested parties involved in land 
information activities in the state.  If the Committee believes that the types of land information 
initiatives supported by the modified funding proposal should be continued through September 1, 
2005, it may wish to approve the revised land information funding proposal relating to Board 
operations, Wisconsin land information system funding, soil survey and mapping activities and 
minimum county aid guarantees for local land information record improvements. 
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 Comprehensive Planning Grant Funding Conversion  

16. GPR-funded and SEG-funded comprehensive planning grants were authorized 
under 1999 Wisconsin Act 9 as part of the "Smart Growth" initiative.  Local units of government 
are to use the planning grants to ensure that comprehensive plans are in place by January 1, 2010.  
Provisions of 2001 Wisconsin Act 16 provided for PR-funded comprehensive planning grants, 
funded from part of the current $2 land record fee amounts remitted to the state.  All funds base 
level funding for these grants is $3,000,000 annually ($1,500,000 GPR, $1,000,000 SEG, and 
$500,000 PR).  The GPR and PR grant appropriations may be used fund any planning activity, 
while the SEG grant appropriation may be used to support planning grants in the transportation 
sector.  

17. The Governor's proposal would delete all base level GPR funding for 
comprehensive planning grants and replace these amounts with a corresponding increase to the 
amounts appropriated from the $2 land record fee amounts remitted to the state. 

18. The rationale for proposing this additional diversion of land record fee revenues 
appears to be the same as that advanced when the initial proposal was advanced under Act 16 to use 
a portion of these fees for the new appropriation funded at $500,000 PR annually.  It was argued 
that the use of a portion of the state's share of the land record filing fee for comprehensive planning 
grants was appropriate since the grants are returned to local units of government to support a portion 
of their costs to develop comprehensive plans.  Under the current proposal, it could also be argued 
that the Governor's proposed use of PR funding would achieve the goal of maintaining the overall 
funding level for comprehensive planning grant levels without increasing the fee amount.  If the 
Committee finds that these arguments have merit, it could approve the Governor's funding 
conversion proposal for comprehensive planning grants. 

19. Alternatively it could be argued that the filing fee revenues received by the state 
were initially intended for the development of land information data systems, and grant distributions 
to counties for land record modernization.  While it might be appropriate to fund a portion of the 
comprehensive planning effort with these revenues (as is currently authorized at the $500,000 level 
annually), it was never intended that the land record fees become the principal source of funding for 
the planning grants.  Further, it could be argued that while the filing fee is scheduled to sunset with 
the Board's operations (September 1, 2003, under current law and September 1, 2005, under the 
Governor's proposal), comprehensive plans are not required to be in place until January 1, 2010.  If 
the Committee finds that these arguments have merit, it could deny the Governor's funding 
conversion proposal for comprehensive planning grants. 

20. The Committee could also approve the Governor's recommendation to delete current 
GPR funding for comprehensive planning grants ($1,500,000 GPR annually) and provide no 
additional PR-funded comprehensive planning funds.  Such an action would reduce total all funds 
base level support for comprehensive planning grants from $3,000,000 annually to $1,500,000 
annually.  However, this reduced funding level could make it more difficult for local units of 
government to meet the January 1, 2010, deadline to have their comprehensive plans in place.  If the 
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Committee chooses to deny the Governor's recommendation to provide additional PR-funded 
comprehensive planning grant amounts, the resulting available fee revenues could be diverted to 
other Board operational or county grant earmarks of the Committee's choosing, or could be lapsed 
to the general fund, as described further in the next section. 

 Lapse of Program Revenue Balances 

21. The Governor's modified land program funding proposal has identified $2,000,000 
PR of unobligated land record fee revenues.  In addition, it is estimated that the annual revenue 
generated from the $2 filing fee will be in excess of amounts appropriated under the Governor's 
original recommendation or under the DOA revised recommendation.  While it is difficult to 
estimate the amount of fee revenues, since the total will be based on the volume of future land 
record filings, the Committee could choose to require the Department to lapse a portion of the 
unobligated balance in the appropriation account to the general fund. The following table shows 
revenues remitted to the state from these filing fees during the last five years. 

 
Revenues From Filing Fees 

 
 Year Revenues 
 
 1997-98 $2,757,200 
 1998-99 3,360,800 
 1999-00 2,551,400 
 2000-01 2,610,445 
 2001-02 3,749,365 
 
 

22. The following analysis conservatively assumes that: (a)  county register of deeds 
filing fee revenues remitted to the state during the next biennium will at least equal the average of 
the annual amounts received during the preceding five year ($3,005,800); and (b) an unobligated 
balance of $2,000,000 will be available in the appropriation account at the beginning of the 2003-05 
biennium.  Based on these assumptions, the following unobligated appropriations balances are 
projected at the end of each fiscal year of the 2003-05 biennium:  (a) under the Governor's original 
land programs funding proposal in SB 44; (b) under the revised DOA proposal; and (c) under 
current law, which would sunset the Board, Council and the $2 land record fee remittance to the 
state, effective September 1, 2003. 
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Projected Fund Balances from Recording Fee Revenues 
 
 
  2003-04 2004-05  
 
 Governor's SB 44 Recommendation 
 Opening Balance $2,000,000 $2,533,000  
 Projected Revenues 3,005,800 3,005,800 
 Less Appropriations -2,472,800 -2,187,300  
 Estimated Ending Balance $2,533,000 $3,351,500  
    
 Revised Funding Proposal 
 Opening Balance $2,000,000 $1,626,000  
 Projected Revenues 3,005,800 3,005,800 
 Less Appropriations -3,379,800 -3,280,200  
 Estimated Ending Balance $1,626,000 $1,351,600 
     
 Sunset (Current Law)  
 Opening Balance $2,000,000 $0 
 Projected Revenues 501,000 0 
 Less Appropriations*    -785,500                0  
 Estimated Ending Balance $1,715,500 $0  
 
*Assumes that $500,000 PR would be expended on comprehensive planning grants prior to September 1, 
2003. 
 
 

23. The Committee could choose to lapse some or all of the identified unobligated 
ending balances under each of the above scenarios.  Because of the unpredictability of future 
recording fee revenues, the Committee could choose to provide a sufficient reserve to ensure a fund 
balance of $250,000 at the end of the biennium.  Under such an approach, $2,553,000 in 2003-04 
and $568,500 in 2004-05 could be lapsed to the general fund (for a biennial total of $3,121,500), if 
the Committee adopts the Governor's proposed funding recommendations in SB 44.  A total of 
$1,101,600 in 2003-04 and $524,400 in 2003-04 could be lapsed to the general fund (for a biennial 
total of $1,626,000), if the Committee adopts the revised funding proposal.  If the Committee 
chooses to retain the current law September 1, 2003, sunset date, a total of $1,715,500 could be 
lapsed to the general fund in 2003-04. 

24. Further, if the Committee chooses not to authorize additional PR funding in 
connection with the Governor's proposed funding conversion for the comprehensive planning grants 
program, and also does not redirect the available PR funds to another land program of the 
Committee's choosing, it could lapse an additional $1,500,000 annually to the general fund from 
land record fee revenues remitted to the state. 
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 Technical Considerations 

25. If the Committee chooses to extend the September 1, 2003, sunset date for the Land 
Council to September 1, 2005, two current statutory references to the 2003 sunset date have not 
been modified under the bill and should be corrected.  The first sunsets the provision establishing 
the Council's statutory membership, and the second transfers the Council's responsibilities with 
respect to its review and approval of comprehensive planning grants to DOA, effective September 
1, 2003.  Both provisions should be extended to September 1, 2005.  

26. If the Committee chooses to allow the current September 1, 2003, sunset date to go 
forward, there is no comparable sunset date provided for the PR-funded comprehensive planning 
grants appropriation, funded from the state's share of land record filing fees.  Those fee remittances 
to the state would end on September 1, 2003.  The appropriation funded from that source should 
also be repealed on September 1, 2003, if the Committee chooses to retain the current law sunset 
provisions for various land information functions.  

ALTERNATIVES 

 A. Land Information Programs 

1. Approve the Governor's recommendation to extend the sunset date for the Land 
Information Board, the Wisconsin Land Council, related programs and appropriations from 
September 1, 2003, until September 1, 2005, and to provide funding adjustments of -$50,000 GPR 
and $187,300 PR and -1.0 GPR and 3.0 PR positions annually. 

2. Modify the Governor's recommendation by providing $907,000 PR in 2003-04 and 
$1,092,900 PR in 2004-05 as follows: (a) $123,900 annually for Land Information Board operations 
relating to the Wisconsin land information system; (b) $152,300 PR in 2003-04 and $269,000 PR in 
2004-05 to provide minimum land information aids allocations to counties; and $630,800 PR in 
2003-04 and $700,000 PR in 2004-05 for a continuation of soil survey and mapping activities. 

Alternative A2 PR 

2003-05 FUNDING (Change to Bill)   $1,999,900 

 
 

3. Delete provision [retains September 1, 2003, sunset].  

Alternative A3 GPR PR  TOTAL 

2003-05 FUNDING (Change to Bill)   $100,000 $374,600 $274,600 

2004-05 POSITIONS (Change to Bill)   1.00 - 3.00 - 2.00 
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 B. Comprehensive Planning Grants Funding Conversion 

1. Approve the Governor's recommendation to delete $1,500,000 GPR and to provide 
$1,500,000 PR annually (funded from land record fees) to reflect the funding conversion of the 
comprehensive planning grant program. 

2. Modify the Governor's recommendation by deleting $1,500,000 PR annually for 
comprehensive planning grants.  

Alternative B2 PR 

2003-05 FUNDING (Change to Bill)   - $3,000,000 

 
 
 

3. Delete provision.  

Alternative B3 GPR PR  TOTAL 

2003-05 FUNDING (Change to Bill)   $3,000,000 - $3,000,000 $0 

 
 

 C. Lapse of Program Revenue Balances 

1. If the Committee adopts Alternative A1, lapse $2,553,000 in 2003-04 and $568,500 
in 2004-05 to the general fund from the balances in DOA's Land Information Board aids to counties 
appropriation account.  

Alternative C1 GPR 

2003-05 REVENUE (Change to Bill)   $3,121,500 

 
 
 

2. If the Committee adopts Alternative A2, lapse $1,101,600 in 2003-04 and $524,400 
in 2004-05 to the general fund from the balances in DOA's Land Information Board aids to counties 
appropriation account.  

Alternative C2 GPR 

2003-05 REVENUE (Change to Bill)   $1,626,000 

 

3. If the Committee adopts Alternative A3, lapse $1,715,500 in 2003-04 to the general 
fund from the balances in DOA's Land Information Board aid to counties appropriation account. 

Alternative C3 GPR 

2003-05 REVENUE (Change to Bill)   $1,715,500 
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4. If the Committee also adopts Alternative B2, lapse $1,500,000 annually to the 
general fund from the balances in DOA's Land Information Board aids to counties appropriation 
account.  

Alternative C4 GPR 

2003-05 REVENUE (Change to Bill)   $3,000,000 

 
 

5. Take no action. 

 D. Technical Considerations 

1. Include technical corrections to extend the sunset date until September 1, 2005, for 
provisions relating to: (a) the membership of the Wisconsin Land Information Council; and (b) the 
Council's responsibilities to review and approve comprehensive planning grant submissions to 
DOA. 

2. If the Committee adopts Alternative A3, include a September 1, 2003, sunset on the 
current law PR funded comprehensive planning grant appropriation  

 

 
 

Prepared by:  Darin Renner 

 
 


