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CURRENT LAW 

 Under 1993 Act 16, a sexual assault victim services grant program (SAVS) was created, 
beginning January 1, 1995. Grants are provided by DOJ to eligible nonprofit corporations or public 
agencies to provide (or subcontract to provide) all the following services for sexual assault victims:  

 1.  Advocacy and counseling services;  

 2.  24-hour crisis telephone services;  

 3. Educational programs on professional intervention and community prevention; and  

 4.  Services for persons living in rural areas, men, children, elderly or physically disabled 
persons, minority groups or other groups of victims that have special needs within the service area 
of the nonprofit corporation or public agency.  

 An eligible organization may not receive more than 70% of its operating budget from grants 
provided under this program and may not contract, subcontract or enter into agreements with other 
organizations or individuals to provide all of the required services. When DOJ reviews grant 
applications, it must consider local needs for sexual assault victim services, the coordination of the 
applicant's services with other victim resources, the needs of rural and urban communities, and the 
needs of existing and proposed programs and services.  

DISCUSSION POINTS 

1. Sexual assault victim services grants are awarded on a calendar year basis. In 2023, 47 
agencies were awarded grants totaling $2,226,800. The attachment identifies the agencies which 
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received SAVS grants in 2023, as well as the award each agency received, the city of each agency's 
main office, and the counties the agencies serve. 

2. In 2021-22 and 2022-23, $2,235,400 GPR was appropriated for providing SAVS grants 
and administering the program. In 2021-22, the child pornography surcharge generated $276,000 
PR. Of this amount, $75,800 was utilized for the SAVS grant funding. In 2022-23, DOJ estimates 
that the child pornography surcharge will generate $250,000 to use for the SAVS grant funding. 

3. Table 1 shows the number of people that grantees served in 2021 and 2022, by type of 
sexual assault service. Under 2021 Act 58, SAVS funding was increased by $100,000 GPR annually. 

TABLE 1 
 

Number of People Served by Sexual Assault Victim Services Grantees by Service Type 
 

 
 2021 2022 
Community Education, Outreach, Prevention  
   (individuals attending presentations) 170,962 108,105 
24 Hour Crisis Response/Information referral 30,444 39,847 
Personal/Legal/Criminal Advocacy 13,059 15,175 
Medical Advocacy 1,534 2,012 
Support Groups 1,289 2,124 
Therapy 2,053 1,908 

 

A. Sexual Assault Victim Services Expansion 

4. The bill would provide an additional $5,000,000 GPR annually for SAVS grants. This 
funding is intended to expand grant availability to providers of sexual assault victim services. 
[Alternative A1] Base funding for grants and program administration is $2,236,600 GPR with 0.4 
GPR position. 

5. The SAVS grant funding expansion is not based on specific identified demand. As a 
result, the Committee could provide increased support but at a lower level than under the bill. 
[Alternative A2] This alternative would result in an additional $3,000,000 GPR [Alternative A2a] or 
$1,000,000 GPR [Alternative A2b] annually in SAVS grants. 

B. Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault 

6. The Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault (WCASA) provides "advocacy for the 
sexual assault service providers in WI, otherwise known as technical assistance (TA). TA is one way 
we provide support to providers through phone conversations, emails, web conference calls, in-person 
meetings, training and program visits. Training is provided, statewide, regional, as webinars and 
program-specific." The Office of Crime Victim Services has historically contracted with WCASA to 
provide technical assistance, but federal Victims of Crime Act funding used for this purpose has 
decreased in recent years. Since WCASA provides technical assistance and not direct services, DOJ 
indicates that WCASA is not eligible to apply for SAVS grants under current law. In 2021, the Office 
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of Crime Victim Services provided WCASA with a $200,000 grant from ARPA funds. 

7. In order to support WCASA, which could provide additional training and technical 
assistance to ensure high quality sexual assault services, the Committee could, as provided in AB 
43/SB 70, specify that of the amount provided above, $343,000 GPR annually be provided to the 
WCASA and that the Coalition may also apply for additional grants under the program. [Alternative 
B1] Funding of $343,000 GPR represents 5% of the $6,857,000 GPR that would be available for 
grants to other organizations. 

C. SAVS Administration 

8. Further, OCVS is generally responsible for providing direct assistance to victims and 
witnesses of crimes and administering programs that support services to crime victims. Currently, 
there are 8.0 grant specialists in OCVS, of which 7.6 are FED positions. In order to assist OCVS with 
the expansion of the SAVS program, the bill would provide an additional grant specialist and $79,300 
GPR in 2023-24 and $97,500 GPR in 2024-25 and 1.0 GPR position annually to assist with grant 
administration. [Alternative C1] If the Committee expands the SAVS grant program additional 
administrative resources could be provided. 

9. If no action is taken, funding for SAVS grants would remain at base level funding of 
$2,493,500 annually ($2,236,600 GPR and $256,900 PR) and no grant to WCASA would be 
specified. 

ALTERNATIVES  

A. Sexual Assault Victim Services Expansion 

1. Provide $5,000,000 GPR annually to increase grants to providers of services to victims 
of sexual assault.  

 
 

2. Provide $3,000,000 GPR or $1,000,000 GPR annually to increase grants to providers of 
services to victims of sexual assault. 

 

 

ALTA1 Change to Base 
 
GPR $10,000,000 

ALT A2a Change to Base 
 
GPR $6,000,000 

ALT A2b Change to Base 
 
GPR $2,000,000 
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3. Take no action.  

 B. Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault 

1. Of the amount specified in the Alternative A1 or A2, specify that $343,000 GPR 
annually be provided to the Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault and that the Coalition may 
also apply for additional grants under the program. 

2. Take no action.  

 C. SAVS Administration 

1. Provide the Office of Victim Services $79,300 GPR in 2023-24 and $97,500 GPR in 
2024-25 and 1.0 GPR position annually. 

 
 

2. Take no action. 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by:  Sarah Wynn 
Attachment 

ALT C1 Change to Base  
 Funding Positions 
 
GPR $176,800 1.00 
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ATTACHMENT 
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