State of Wisconsin

SENATE CHAIR O ASSEMBLY CHAIR
Alberta Darling ' s John Nygren

317 Bast, State Capitol
P.O. Box 7882
Madison, WI 53707-7882
Phone: {608) 266-5830

309 East, State Capitol
P.O. Box 8593
Madison, WI 53708-8953
Phone: (608) 266-2343

Joint Committee on Finance

MEMORANDUM

To: Members
Joint Committee on Finance

From: Senator Alberta Darling
Representative John Nygren

Date: March 17, 2015
Re: 14-Day Passive Review Approval — DNR

Pursuant to s. 23.0917(6m), Stats., attached is a 14-day passive review request
from the Department of Natural Resources, received on March 17, 2015.

Please review the material and noftify Senator Darling or Representative Nygren
ho later than Friday, April 3, 2015, if you have any concerns about the request or
if you would like the Committee to meet formally to consider it.

Also, please contact us if you need further information.

Attachments
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State of Wisconsin
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

101 8. Webster Street Scott Walker, Governor
Box 7921 Cathy Stepp, Secretary
Madison WI 53707-7921 Telephone 608-266-2621

FAX 608-267-3579 | WISCONSH
TTY Access via relay - 711 REFT, UERAIRAL RESOURCES

March 6, 2015

The Honorable Alberta Darling, Co-Chair The Honorable John Nygren, Co-Chair
Committee on Joint Finance Committee on Joint Finance

Room 317 East Room 309 East

State Capitol State Capitol

PO Box 7882 PO Box 8953

Madison WI 53707-7882 Madison, W1 53707-53708

Dear Senator Darling and Representative Nygren:

Pursuant to s. 23.0917(6m), Wis. Stats., the Department is notifying you as co-chairs of the Committee on Joint
Finance of a proposed development grant to the Village of Sister Bay, for the Waterfront Park Beach Expansion
project using grant funds in the amount of $489,285.00 from the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program. The
proposed grant award represents 50% of the estimated total stewardship eligible project costs. This parcel is
located in the Village of Sister Bay, Door County.

The proposed project will consist of removing large, unsafe piers; expanding water access by significantly
increasing the size of the beach; creating a new breakwater structure to protect the area resources and users;
providing accessible pathways; and landscaping to include planting of dune grass to aid in filtering storm water
runoff. Once complete, this major property renovation will enhance tourism in the area, attracting large numbers
of visitors seeking beach access to Lake Michigan. The project area is within the 6.9 acre Waterfront Park.

As provided in s. 23.0917(6m)(a), Wis. Stats., if the Department does not receive notification of the scheduling of
a hearing from either of the Joint Committee on Finance co-chairpersons within 14 working days from today, the
Department will award this grant.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Cathy Stepp
Sccretary

C: Kurt Thiede, Lands Div. Administrator
Steve Miller — LF/6
Lavane Hessler — LF/6
Christine Halbur, CFA Specialist, Northeast
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State of Wisconsin

CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM
DATE: March 6, 2015
TO: Members of the Joint Committee on Finance
FROM: Cathy Stepp, Secretary

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF STEWARDSHIP DEVELOPMENT GRANT FFOR
FUNDING GREATER THAN $250,000

Pursuant to s. 23.0917(6m)(a) and (c), Wis. Stats., the Department of Natural Resources is notifying you
of a proposed Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program grant in the amount of $489,285.00 to Village of
Sister Bay, Door County for the Waterfront Park Beach Expansion project. The Knowles-Nelson
Stewardship program is funded under s. 20.866(2)(ta), Wis. Stats,

L PROJECT DETAILS:

Project Sponsor: Village of Sister Bay
Grant sub-program:  Acquisition and Development of Local Parks

Location: The Waterfront Park Beach Expansion project is located in the Village of Sister Bay,
Door County. The 6.9 acre park is on Sister Bay which is part of Green Bay and is
located between Village Hall and the Sister Bay Yacht Club off of Mill Pond Road.

Project Description: The Village of Sister Bay is undertaking the Waterfront Park beach revitalization
project to improve public access to Sister Bay, user-friendliness, and the beach’s water quality. The
project is part of a larger waterfront redevelopment program that the Village is completing. The
Stewardship funds will assist in removing several unsafe piers; expanding the size of the beach; creating a
new breakwater structure; providing accessible pathways; and rehabilitating the landscaping, including
dune grass plantings to aid in filtering storm water runoff at Waterfront Park. Project elements include
engineering, beach construction, sand, filter strips with dune grass, and landscaping,

A map and conceptual site plan is attached in Appendix A.

Project Goals: The Waterfront Park Beach Expansion development project meets the following goals:

e Significantly improves the existing public nature-based outdoor recreational facilities.

e Provides and enhances public access to the park, especially for elderly and disabled.

¢ Implements recommendations from the Village of Sister Bay’s Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation
Plan, Section 7.1 (2014-2018).

¢ Improves water quality, resolves storm water management issues that currently exist, and provides
educational opportunities about water management procedures and practices to the public.

¢ Implements recommendations in the Village of Sister Bay 20-Year Comprehensive Plan,

The project wiil also implement the following Statewide Comprehensive Gutdoor Recreation Plan
(SCORP) Goals:
o Assess, Understand, and Adapt to Growing Recreation Tourism Demands and Preferences.
¢ Improve Integration of Outdoor Recreation Inferests and Needs in Land Use and Other Relevant
Planning Efforts.
Continue to Provide and Enhance Public Access to Wisconsin Recreational Lands and Waters.
e Address Funding Chailenges Associated with Managing Wisconsin Outdoor Recreation Resources.
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e Promote Outdoor Recreation as a Means of Improving Public Health Among Wisconsinites.
e Establish Great Urban Parks and Community Green Spaces.

Public Uses: The Waterfront Park Beach Expansion project will be available to the public from sunrise
to 10 p.m., 7 days per week, 365 days per year. Users will be able to go swimming, launch kayaks and
canoes, take a stroll on the beach, picnic, play in the open grass areas, and relax in the gazebo. The
Village of Sister Bay anticipates approximately 300,000 visitors will enjoy this facility annually.

Property Management: The Waterfront Park Beach Expansion project will be operated and maintained
by the Village of Sister Bay, consistent with their management policy.

Timetable: Construction will begin the spring of 2015, and be completed and fully open to the public by
June 2015.

Partuerships:

o The Village of Sister Bay: Responsible for renovation, operation, and maintenance of the facility.

* Department of Natural Resources: Provides financial grant assistance.

e The Sister Bay Advancement Association: Community’s business support for improving waterfront,

e  Sara Unkefer, owner of Wild Tomato Restaurant: Community business owner with future plans near

the project.

Village of Sister Bay’s Economic Development Committee: Assisting in the economic development.

¢ Door County Soil & Water Conservation Department: Assisting with improving water quality at the
Waterfront Park.

¢ Door County Economic Development Corporation: Door County Visitor Bureau: Assisting in the
county-wide economic development being fortified by the waterfront improvement project.

IL PROJECT FINANCES: Total Stewardship Project Costs $  978,570.00
Sponsor Funds $ 489,285.00

DNR Stewardship Funding $ 489,285.00 (50%)

1L RECOMMENDED:

Y
Steve Miller, }thg\ctﬁgu' Date
_Bureau of Facilities and Lands

Laifds Division

Attachments: Appendix A — Project Maps



Appendix A
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Waterfront Park Beach Expansion: Project Location Map

Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, i-cubed, UéDA, USGS, AEX;
Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User Gommunity
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