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Joint Committee on Finance

MEMORANDUM

To: Members
Joint Commiittee on Finance

From: Senator Alberta Darling
Representative John Nygren

Date: April 28, 2015
Re: 14-Day Passive Review Approval - DNR

Pursuant to s. 23.0917{ém)}, Stats., attached is a 14-day passive review request
from the Department of Natural Resources, received on April 28, 2015.

Please review the material and nofify Senator Darling or Representative Nygren
no later than Friday, May 15, 2015, if you have any concerns about the request
or if you would like the Committee to meet formally to consider it.

Also, please Con’roc’r us if you need further information.
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State of Wisconsin
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
101 S. Webster Street Scott Walker, Governor
Box 7921 Cathy Stepp, Secretary
Madison Wi 53707-7921 Telephone 608-266-2621
FAX 608-267-3579 osvr!;sg?:i‘rum RESOURCES
TTY Access via relay - 711 .

April 17,2015

The Honorable Alberta Darling, Co-Chair The Honorable John Nygren, Co-Chair
Committee on Joint Finance Committee on Joint Finance

Room 317 East Room 309 East

State Capitol State Capitol

PO Box 7882 PO Box 8953

Madison W] 53707-7882 Madison, WI 53707-53708

Dear Senator Darling and Representative Nygren:

Pursuant to s. 23.0917(6m), Wis. Stats., the Department is notifying you as co-chairs of the Committee on Joint
Finance of a proposed Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program grant of $313,560.00 to the Waukesha County
Land Conservancy for the acquisition of property in the Town of Ottawa, Waukesha County. The proposed grant
award represents 50 % of the estimated total project costs.

The proposed project will protect 119.21 acres of wildlife habitat adjacent to the DNR’s Bark River Unit of the
Paradise Valley Wildlife Area. This acquisition will provide much needed new public access to the adjacent
DNR property and enhance the integrity of the contiguous habitat by permanently conserving nesting cover near
1,300 acres of wetland waterfow! habitat.

There are no prohibitions of nature-based outdoor activities, as defined in s. 23.0916(1)(b), Wis. Stats.

As provided in s. 23.0917(6m)(a), Wis. Stats., if the Department does not receive notification of the scheduling of
a hearing from either of the Joint Committee on Finance co-chairpersons within 14 working days from today, the
Department will award this grant,

Thank you for your consideration,

Cathy Stepp
ecretary

C: Sanjay Olson, Administrator, Lands Division
Steve Miller, Director, Facilities & Lands Bureau
Pam Foster Felt — LF/6
Mary Rothenmaier, CFA Specialist, SCR
Jim Ritchie, Natural Resources Program Supervisor
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State of Wisconsin

CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE: April 17,2015
TO: Members of the Joint Committee on Finance
FROM: Cathy Stepp, Secretary

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF STEWARDSHIP ACQUISITION GRANT FOR
FUNDING GREATER THAN $250,000

Pursuant to s. 23.0917(6m)(a) and (c), Wis. Stats., the Department of Natural Resources is notifying you
of a proposed Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant in the amount of $313,560.00 to Waukesha County
Land Conservancy for the acquisition of 119.21 acres known as the Paradise Valley addition, adjacent to
the to Bark River Unit of DNR’s Paradise Valley Wildlife Area project. The Knowles-Nelson
Stewardship program is funded under s. 20.866(2)(ta), Wis. Stats.

I PROJECT DETAILS:

Project Sponsor: Waukesha County Land Conservancy
Grant sub-program: Habitat Areas

Location:

The subject property is located in the Town of Ottawa, Waukesha County with frontage on County
Highway Z. It is adjacent on two sides to DNR’s 1,350-acre Paradise Valley Wildlife Area. The public
will be able to access the property and the adjacent Wildlife Area from a future parking lot off Hwy. Z.

Project Description:

The eastern 66 acres of this property are rolling upland, including 12 acres of high quality oak savanna
and upland grass cover. The western 53 acres of the property are wetland soils contiguous with 1,300
acres of adjacent wetland currently being restored in the State Wildlife Area. Large portions of the
subject property are enrolled in federal Wetland Reserve and Conservation Reserve programs, which have
funded significant wetland and grassland restoration on the parcel. There are no improvements on the

property.

The key benefit of this acquisition is additional and improved public access to one of the most heavily
visited waterfowl hunting areas in the state. Currently, public access to Paradise Valley Wildlife Area is
via a single, mile-long gravel access easement. The 40-car parking lot at that access has filled past
capacity during recent water fowl seasons. This acquisition will provide for additional parking and access
directly from the County Highway.

This acquisition will also enhance the overall integrity of the Wildlife Area by adding permanently
protected upland acres, essential habitat for nesting, food, shelter, hibernation and roosting. The adjacent
DNR property includes less than 30 acres of upland in 1,300 acres of wetland. The Land Conservancy’s
partnership will ensure much needed grassland and woodland habitat for nesting ducks, songbirds, small
mammals, snakes, turtles and the invertebrate populations which serve as food resource. The uplands on
this property also provide for pheasant stocking and hunting in a region where pheasant hunting
opportunities are in high demand.

Project maps are attached as Appendix A.
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Project Goals:
The acquisition will advance the goals of local and regional conservation plans:

e  Per the purposes of the Stewardship Habitat Areas program, this acquisition will provide new
land for public, wildlife-based recreation, in particular much-needed new access for waterfowl
and pheasant hunting.

e This purchase will add contiguous protected land to a gap in a Primary Environmental Corridor
between the Bark and Scuppernong River basins as identified by Southeast Regional Planning
Commission and the Waukesha County Comprehensive Plan.

e This purchase will implement recommendations of the Wisconsin Wildlife Action Plan to
conserve a “globally significant conservation opportunity area,” the oak opening and savanna
cover on this property; the mesic and wet-mesic prairie restoration efforts on the property are
cover types identified by that plan as “major conservation opportunities.”

e The restored and restorable wetlands on the property contribute to groundwater recharge area for
the City of Waukesha.

Public uses:

The property will be open to the public for low-impact recreational activities including hunting, trapping,
hiking, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing and wildlife viewing. The Department’s analysis of nature-
based outdoor activities is attached in Appendix B.

Property Management:
The property will be managed by Waukesha County Land Conservancy in close coordination with DNR’s
management of the adjacent state Wildlife Area and per a land management plan approved by the DNR.

Timetable:
Pending grant approval the Waukesha County Land Trust plans to close on this property in summer,
2015,

Partnerships:

e Ducks Unlimited is the coordinating partner in a North American Wetland Conservation grant
application to provide match funding for this acquisition.

e Wisconsin DNR management crews with conservancy volunteers on management of this and the
adjacent DNR property; Pheasants Forever has committed management funding for the next five
years to restoration efforts on this parcel and the adjacent DNR lands.

e Wisconsin Waterfowl Association has an active nest box program on the DNR wetlands and is
expected to expand that onto this parcel,

II. PROJECT FINANCES
A. Appraisals

As required by s. 23.0917(7)(e)!., Wis. Stats., two appraisals were used to determine the fair
market value of the land.

Appraisal 1 $955,000.00
Appraisal 2 $625,000.00
Value approved by DNR $625,000.00

B: Grant Calculation: DNR-approved land value $625,000.00















APPENDIX B. p. 1

Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Grant Program DNR Staff Analysis of
Nature Based Outdoor Activities on
Projects Purchased with
Stewardship Grant Funds

Rev. August 2012

Atewardship

NOTE TO DNR STAFF: This completed form will be attached to the NBOA notice that the DNR will publish when considering a request for
Stewardship grant funding. Do not list location information for the subject property or the seller’s name because W/ courts have held that this
information is confidential until land ownership has changed hands. In “Staff Narrative” sections below each NBOA, summarize sponsor’s
reason for prohibition.

Applicant/ Sponsor: Year of application:
Waukesha County Land Conservancy 2014

Project name and primary purpose (after acquisition):
Bark River Unit , Paradise Valley Wildlife Area — Igl Acquisition — to expand public access and protect primary environmental
corridor, restore wetland with scrapes, remove invasives from oak opening and grassland to mesic prairie

Parcel size, shape and topography: The parcels total 119 acres. The site includes 53 acres of wetland, 12 acres oak
opening, 54 acres prairie

Plan(s) or reports identifying project area as priority:
Wildlife Action Plan restoration of priority habitat types

Priority Environmental Corridor, Waukesha County
Land Legacy Report, SE Glacial Plains

Proposed NBOA — Applicant Narrative and Checklist

HUNTING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property will be open to hunting

X No prohibitions being proposed

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.

L] The sponsor is within its own municipality boundary

L] Parcel is within 100 yards of building devoted to human occupancy
L] Parcel is within 50 feet of the center line of highways & roads

L] Parcel is within 1700 feet of school grounds, hospital, or sanatorium
L] Ordinance exists —

L] Discharge or carrying a weapon [ Hunting within park [] Throwing or shooting missiles, arrows, spears, etc.

0 visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safety issues and
impact one or more NBOA's activities.

L] Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.
L] Parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.
Ll Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

L] Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.
Unique plant and animal communities factors considered, check all that apply.

L] Federal listed endangered species 0] state listed endangered species
L] Federal listed threatened species 0] State listed threatened species
L] Federal listed species of special concern L State listed species of special concern
_ Allowable species (Gun) Allowable species (bow) | st D ateslSeasop 2

, ~ . - . (opening and closing)
Waterfowl Per Sate Regulations Per State Regulations Per State Regulations
Small Game Per Sate Regulations Per Sate Regulations Per Sate Regulations
Turkey Per Sate Regulations Per Sate Regulations Per Sate Regulations
Large Game Per Sate Regulations Per Sate Regulations Per Sate Regulations
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TRAPPING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property will be open to trapping.

X No prohibitions being proposed

X No water on site

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.
[J size/shape of parcel

O The sponsor is within its own municipality boundary

O] Parcel is within 100 yards of building devoted to human occupancy and per s. NR 13.(1)(b)(12), the following traps
are prohibited: conibear body gripping traps (with jaws wider than 60 sq. inches) and cable restraints.

[J Ordinance exists that prohibits trapping or some type of trapping.

L] visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safety issues and
impact one or more NBOA's activities.

O Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.

[J Parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.

O Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

[J Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.

Unique plant and animal community factors considered, check all that apply.

O] Federal listed endangered species O] state listed endangered species
O] Federal listed threatened species O] State listed threatened species
D Federal hsted S ecxes of special concern O State hsted S ecxes of special concern

Llst DateslSeasons

Locatlon - Allowable Specles -
- i . - __(opening and closin
Uptand Per State Regulatlons Per State Regulations
Water No water No water
FISHING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property will be open to fishing.

X No prohibitions being proposed

X No water on site

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.
[J Ordinance exists — [1

[ visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safety issues and
impact one or more NBOA's activities.

U Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.

[J Parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.

[J Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

O Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.

Unique plant and animal community factors considered, check all that apply.
O Federal listed endangered species [J State listed endangered species
[] Federal listed threatened species [ State listed threatened species

[ Federal listed species of special concern D State hsted sgec:es of sgec:al concern
; . - , List DateslSeasons ;

Method Attowable Actnvutles
; Ugogenmg and closing)
Shore No water No water
Boat No water No water
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HIKING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property will be open to hiking.
X No prohibitions being proposed

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.

L] visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safety issues and
impact one or more NBOA'’s activities.

L1 Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.

LI Parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.

L1 Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

L] Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.

Unique plant and animal community factors considered, check all that apply..

L] Federal listed endangered species [ State listed endangered species
L] Federal listed threatened species L] State listed threatened species
O Federal listed species of sgemal concern D State hsted sgecnes of special concern

List Dates

Locatlon Ailowable Actlvmes ' - -
- | , ___(opening and closin
On-Trail Yes Year Round
Off-Trail Yes Year Round
CROSS COUNTRY. SKIING

DNR Staff Narrative: The property will be open to cross country skiing.

X No prohibitions being proposed

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.L] Visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user
conflicts that may create public safety issues and impact one or more NBOA's activities.

L1 Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.

L1 Parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.

LI Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

L] Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.

Unique plant and animal community factors considered, check all that apply.

L1 Federal listed endangered species L] State listed endangered species

L] Federal listed threatened species L] state listed threatened species

D Federal listed species of s ecual concern L] State hsted s ecles of s ecial concern

Type of Trall Allowable Actwmes , st Dates '
ot - , (ogemng and closmg)
Off-Trail (un-groomed) | Yes Winter snow conditions
On-Trail (un-groomed) | Yes Winter snow conditions
On-Trail {groomed) No groomed trails Winter snow conditions




