State of Wisconsin

SENATE CHAIR SRR ASSEMBLY CHAIR
Alberta Darling : > John Nygren

317 East, State Capitol
P.O. Box 7882 .
Madison, W1 53707-7882
Phone: (608) 266-5830

309 East, State Capitol
P.0. Box 8593
Madison, WI 53708-8953
Phone: (608) 266-2343

Joint Committee on Finance

MEMORANDUM

To: Members
Joint Committee on Finance

From: Senator Alberta Darling
Representative John Nygren

Date: May 26, 2015
Re: 14-Day Passive Review Approval — DNR

Pursuant to s. 23.0917(ém), Stats., attached is a 14-day passive review request
from the Department of Natural Resources, received on May 26, 2015.

Please review the material and notify Senator Darling or Representative Nygren
no later than Friday, June 12, 2015, if you have any concerns about the request
or if you would like the Committee to meet formally to consider if.

Also, please contact us if you need further information.
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State of Wisconsin

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

101 8. Webster Street Scott Walker, Governor

Box 7921 Cathy Stepp, Secretary

Madison WI 53707-7921 Telephone 608-266-2621 WISCONSIN
ITY Accz:s’(vﬁgijg;"?gﬁ DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES

May 20, 2015

The Honorable Alberta Darling, Co-Chair The Honorable John Nygren, Co-Chair
Committee on Joint Finance Committee on Joint Finance

Room 317 East Room 309 East

State Capitol State Capitol

PO Box 7882 PO Box 8953

Madison WE 53707-7882 Madison, W1 53707-53708

Dear Senator Darling and Representative Nygren:

Pursuant to s. 23.0917(6m), Wis. Stats., the Department is notifying you as co-chairs of the Committee on Joint
Finance of a proposed acquisition grant for the Bayfield County — Meteor Acquisition, using grant funds in the
amount of $1,697,350.00 from the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program. The parcels are located in the
‘Townships of Barnes, Hughes, Bayview and Namakagon, all in Bayfield County,

The Meteor project will acquire 1,392.00 acres in the Townships of Barnes, Hughes, and Bayview, and as their
required match, an additional 586.80 acres of fand in the Townships of Barnes and Namakagon will be
incorporated into the County Forest and Stewardship Programs. The overall project will ensure future forest
management, provide public recreation opportunities, and safeguard wildlife habitat on 1,978.80 acres of
productive forest land. Additionally, this proposed project will provide access to over ¥ mile of shoreline on
Duck Lake and approximately % mile of an unnamed tributary to the West Fork of the Chippewa River.

The entire 1,978.80 acres will be enrolled into the County Forest program and managed consistent with s. 28.11
Wis. Stats., which ensures that the land will be managed for optimum production of forest products together with
recteational opportunities, wildlife, and watershed protection.

There are no prohibitions of nature-based outdoor activities, as defined in s. 23.0916(1)(b), Wis. Stats.
As provided in s. 23.0917(6m)(a), Wis. Stats., if the Department does not receive notification of the scheduling of
a hearing from either of the Joint Committee on Finance co-chairpersons within 14 working days from today, the

Department will award this grant.

Thank you for your consideration.

C}tgy Stepp
Secretary

C: Sanjay Olson, Lands Division Administrator
Steve Miller, Director, Lands and Facilities Bureau
Lavane Hessler, Lands and Facilities Bureau
Joe Schwantes, Forest Management Bureau

dnr.wigov
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State of Wi i
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM ate of Wisconsin

DATE: May 20, 2015

TO: Members of the Joint Committee on Finance
FROM: Cathy Stepp, Secretary

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF STEWARDSHIP ACQUISITION GRANT FOR
FUNDING GREATER THAN $2506,000

Pursuant to s. 23.0917(6m)(a) and (c), Wis. Stats., the Department of Natural Resources is notifying you
of a proposed Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program grant in the amount of $1,697,350.00 to Bayfield
County for the acquisition of 13 parcels, containing 1,978.80 acres in total, known as the Meteor project.
The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship program is funded under s. 20.866(2)(ta), Wis. Stats.

L PROJECT DETAILS:

Project Spensor: Bayfield County
Grant sub-program: County Forest

Location: The 1,978.80 acre grant project consists of 13 parcels. The ten parcels being purchased with
Stewardship grant assistance, the Meteor property is 1392 acres located in the Townships of Barnes,
Hughes, and Bayview, Bayfield County.

Properties incorporated into County Forest as match for this award:

¢ 386.80 acres (1 parcel) in the Township of Namakagon, Bayfield County
+ 160.00 acres (1 parcel) in the Township of Namakagon, Bayfield County
e 40.00 acres (1 parcel) in the Township of Barnes, Bayfield County

Project Description: The Meteor property consists of 10 parcels encompassing 1,392.00 acres. By
acquiring this property, Bayfield County will improve its management efficiency and will protect and
ensure future forest management of a significant acreage of highly productive forest land. The primary
cover type on the parcels is red pine (1,140 acres), with lesser amounts of oak, maple, and aspen. A
majority of the parcels are located within or adjacent to the Bayficld County Barnes Barrens Management
Area, which is being managed to develop and perpetually maintain large block Pine Barrens habitat.
These patcels will be incorporated into the plan and become part of the larger management scheme. Pine
Barrens are classified as imperiled in Wisconsin, as well as globally, This area will provide valuable
public recreation opportunities, with easy access from a mix of county and town roads and a well-
developed network of woods roads, along with excellent wildlife habitat.

As a portion of the match required for this grant, and pursuant to s. NR 51.962(4)(a)(6), Wis. Admin.

Code, Bayfield County witl incorporate 586.80 acres of additional land into the Stewardship Program.

»  The first parcel consists of 386.80 acres covered by a diverse mix of cover types, including 180 acres
of aspen, 110 acres of swamp conifer, 35 acres of northern hardwoods, 30 acres of white birch, and a
scattering of lowland brush and kegs. The parcel contains nearly 85% of Duck Lake shoreline, a 30
acre lake that does not have permanent public access. This parcel would permanently protect and
provide access to the majority of shoreline on Duck Lake and nearly % mile of an unnamed tributary
to the West Fork of the Chippewa River.

*  The second parcel is a 160.00 acre tract that lies directly north of the previously described parcel.
This parcel is covered by a diverse mix of productive cover types, including aspen, maple, oak, and
conifers,
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*  The third parcel is a 40.00 acre tract that blocks in perfectly, with the existing Bayfield County Forest
bordering it on 3 sides. This parcel is predominantly forested, containing mostly mature northern
hardwoods with a small swale of black ash and tamarack.

All 1,978.80 acres will be incorporate into the Stewardship and County Forest programs and managed
according to the Bayfield County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan,

Project area maps are attached as Appendix A.

Project Goals: The Meteor project meets the following goals:

* Provides significant additional forest land for public nature-based outdoor recreation.

¢ Protects and ensures future forest management of a large amount of highly productive forest land.

* Protects a significant acreage from potential development and maintains forested habitats important
to a variety of wildlife species, including globally imperiled Pine Barrens.

+ Provides additional acreage that will be managed as Bayfield County Forest for optimum
production of forest products together with recreational opportunities, wildlife, and watershed
profection.

» Provides Bayfield County with a significant additional acreage of highly productive timberlands
that wili be harvested sustainably and consequently contribute to the important focal wood products
based economy. This will provide needed forest products and contribute to steady local revenue.

* Ensures public access to and protects approximately % mile of an unnamed tributary of the West
Fork of the Chippewa River along with over 2 mile of frontage on Duck Lake.

Public Uses:  The Meteor project properties will be open to the public year-round for hunting, fishing,
trapping, hiking, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, wildlife viewing, and many other nature-based
recreational activities. These parcels offer excellent recreational opportunities and consequently will be
enjoyed by many visitors annually. The public will be able to access the parcels from a variety of county,
town, and well developed woods roads. The Department’s analysis of the permitted nature-based outdoor
activities is attached in Appendix B.

Property Management: All 1,978.80 acres will be enrolled into the County Forest Program and
managed consistent with s. 28,11 Wis, Stats,, which ensures that the land will be managed for optimum
production of forest products together with recreational opportunities, wildlife, and watershed protection,
Management will occur according to the Bayfield County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan, as
approved by the Department.

Timetable: Pending grant approval Bayfield County intends to close on this property during 2015.

1L PROJECT FINANCES:
A, Partunerships:

s Bayfield County: Provides matching funds and is responsible for forest management,
development, operation, and maintenance according to the Bayfield County Forest
Comprehensive Land Use Plan.

Meteor Timber, LLC, seller,
Town of Bayview: sent letter of support for the acquisition.

* Department of Natural Resources: Provides financial grant assistance and works with
Bayfield County to implement the Bayfield County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan.




B. Appraisals:

As required by 5.23.0917(7)(e)1., Wis. Stats., two appraisals were used to determine the fair
market value of the Meteor parcels (1,392.00 acres).

Appraisal #1

$ 1,949,000

Appraisal #2

$ 1,392,000

Reviewer’s Opinion of Value
]

$ 1,682,000

Value Certified by Department

$ 1,682,000

C. Grant Calculation
DNR approved land value
Grant-eligible associated costs

Total grant eligible project costs

DNR Stewardship grant funding
(50% of grant eligible costs)

Value of land used as match*
(See note below on Sponsor Match)

D. *Sponsor Match

$ 1,682,000.00
$ 15,350.00
$ 1,697,350.00

$ 848,675.00

$ 848,075.00

As described above, pursuant to s. NR 51.962(4)(a)6 Wis. Admin. Code, Bayfield County will
incorporate 586.80 acres of additional land into the Stewardship Program as a portion of match
required for this grant. The value of those lands was determined by DNR reviewed appraisals.

D. RECOMMENDED:

iy

Steve Miller, Director Date
Bureau of Facilities and Lands
s & 24m0
Date

Sanj{’afy/ g6n, Administrator

Le}yj Division

Attachments:  Appendix A — Project Area Maps
Appendix B — NBOA Staff Analysis




Appendix A — Project Area Maps

Acq. 9

L N

Bayfield County Forest Stewardship Project
Meteor Timber Acquisition
General Locater Map

\| State Hwy 118

Legend

- County Match Primary
I county Match Secondary
Meteor Timber Property

County Forest
Forest Blocking

=== Roads

Match 2

Match 1

Match 3

/ |
n
1inch = 29,363 feet




I H AN il

Bayfield County Forest Stewardship Project

Meteor Timber Parcel 1 (194 acres)
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Bayfield County Forest Stewardship Project
Meteor Timber Parcel 2 (152 acres)
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Bayfield County Forest Stewardship Project
Meteor Timber Parcel 3 (153 acres)
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Bayfield County Forest Stewardship Project
Meteor Timber Parcels 4 & 5 (40 acres each)
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Bayfield County Forest Stewardship Project X

Meteor Timber Parcel 6 (158 acres)
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Bayfield County Forest Stewardship Project
Meteor Timber Parcel 7 (162 acres)
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,i' Bayfield County Forest Stewardship Project
] Meteor Timber Parcel 8 (243 acres)
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Bayfield County Forest Stewardship Project
6 Meteor Timber Parcel 9 (39 acres)
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Bayfield County Forest Stewardship Project
i Meteor Timber Parcel 10 (195 acres)
&
0. > 3 v, p o
.g ““.u‘t \ 4 000 Ef
& o \ H
A $ N :
g ; N :
’0,.. ." I N -'.
9 »” 10 I o““‘ E."n
u o o
‘E ! w«““"...._-----“ el L e ‘#
'E. T Ll Ll
----I“. ‘. Yy,
- ) g ““o ......’0’ T |
0..’..

1 inch = 660 feet




<\
7\)@ Bayfield County Forest Stewardship Project
X County Match Parcel 1 (405 acres)
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7\)@ Bayfield County Forest Stewardship Project
X County Match Parcel 2 (166 acres)
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Bayfield County Forest Stewardship Project
County Match Parcel 3 (40 acres)
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Appendix B

Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Grant Program

tewardship
Rev. August 2012

DNR Staff Analysis of
Nature Based Outdoor Activities on
Projects Purchased with
Stewardship Grant Funds

NOTE TO DNR STAFF: This completed form will be attached to the NBOA notice that the DNR will publish when considering a request for
Stewardship grant funding. Do not list location information for the subject property or the seller's name because WI courts have held that this
information is confidential until land ownership has changed hands. In “Staff Narrative” sections below each NBOA, summarize sponsor’s
reason for prohibition.

Year of application:
FY 2015

Applicant/ Sponsor:
Bayfield County

Project name and primary purpose (after acquisition):
Meteor Acquisition

Parcel size, shape and topography: Describe the size, shape, and topography of the parcel.

The Meteor project will acquire 1,392.00 acres in the Towns of Barnes, Hughes, and Bayview, and as their
required match, an additional 586.80 acres of land in the Towns of Barnes and Namakagon will be incorporated
into the County Forest and Stewardship Programs. The overall project will ensure future forest management,
provide public recreation opportunities, and safeguard wildlife habitat on 1,978.80 acres of productive forest land.
Additionally, this proposed project will provide access to over ¥ mile of shoreline on Duck Lake and
approximately % mile of an unnamed tributary to the West Fork of the Chippewa River.

Plan(s) or reports identifying project area as priority:
Bayfield County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan

Proposed NBOA — Applicant Narrative and Checklist

HUNTING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property will be open for hunting.

X No prohibitions being proposed

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.

O The sponsor is within its own municipality boundary

LI Parcel is within 100 yards of building devoted to human occupancy

LI Parcel is within 50 feet of the center line of highways & roads

O] Parcel is within 1700 feet of school grounds, hospital, or sanatorium

L] Ordinance exists —

] Discharge or carrying a weapon O Hunting within park [ Throwing or shooting missiles, arrows, spears, etc.

I visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safety issues and
impact one or more NBOA's activities.

LI Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.

LI Parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.

LI Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

] Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.
Unique plant and animal communities factors considered, check all that apply.

L] Federal listed endangered species L] state listed endangered species

LI Federal listed threatened species L] state listed threatened species

L] Federal listed species of special concern L] State listed species of special concern

List Dates/Seasons

Allowable species (Gun) Allowable species (bow)

(opening and closing)

Waterfowl Per State Regulations Per State Regulations Per State Regulations
Small Game Per State Regulations Per State Regulations Per State Regulations
Turkey Per State Regulations Per State Regulations Per State Regulations
Large Game Per State Regulations Per State Regulations Per State Regulations
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TRAPPING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property will be open for trapping.

X No prohibitions being proposed

LI No water on site

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.
L1 size/shape of parcel

LI The sponsor is within its own municipality boundary

LI Parcel is within 100 yards of building devoted to human occupancy and per s. NR 13.(1)(b)(12), the following traps
are prohibited: conibear body gripping traps (with jaws wider than 60 sg. inches) and cable restraints.

U] ordinance exists that prohibits trapping or some type of trapping.

LI visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safety issues and
impact one or more NBOA's activities.

LI Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.

LI Parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.

LI Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

O Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.

Unique plant and animal communities factors considered, check all that apply.

LI Federal listed endangered species L] state listed endangered species
L] Federal listed threatened species L] state listed threatened species
L] Federal listed species of special concern L] state listed species of special concern
: : List Dates/Seasons
Location Allowable Species : :
(opening and closing)
Upland Per State Regulations Per State Regulations
Water Per State Regulations Per State Regulations
FISHING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property will be open for fishing

X No prohibitions being proposed

L] No water on site

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.
L] ordinance exists — L1

O visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safety issues and
impact one or more NBOA's activities.

LI Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.

LI Parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.

LI Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

O Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.

Unique plant and animal communities factors considered, check all that apply.

L] Federal listed endangered species L] state listed endangered species
L] Federal listed threatened species L] state listed threatened species
L] Federal listed species of special concern L] State listed species of special concern
Method Allowable Activities List I.Dates/Seaso.ns
(opening and closing)
Shore Yes Per State Regulations
Boat Yes Per State Regulations
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HIKING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property will be open for hiking.

X No prohibitions being proposed
If a prohibition is proposed:
Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.

LI visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safety issues and
impact one or more NBOA's activities.

Ll Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.

LI parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.

LI Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

O Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.

Unique plant and animal communities factors considered, check all that apply..

L Federal listed endangered species L] state listed endangered species
L] Federal listed threatened species L] state listed threatened species
L] Federal listed species of special concern L state listed species of special concern
Location Allowable Activities .LISt Dates .
(opening and closing)
On-Tralil Yes Year round
Off-Trall Yes Year round

CROSS COUNTRY SKIING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property will be open for cross-country skiing.

X No prohibitions being proposed

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.|:| Visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user
conflicts that may create public safety issues and impact one or more NBOA's activities.

LI Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.

L] Parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.

LI Parcelis subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

O Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.

Unique plant and animal communities factors considered, check all that apply.

LI Federal listed endangered species L] state listed endangered species
L] Federal listed threatened species L] state listed threatened species
L] Federal listed species of special concern L] state listed species of special concern
Type of Trail Allowable Activities .LISt Dates .
(opening and closing)
Off-Trail (un-groomed) Yes Per snow conditions
On-Trail (un-groomed) | Yes Per snow conditions
On-Trail (groomed) No Per snow conditions
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