State of Wisconsin

SENATE CHAIR ASSEMBLY CHAIR
Alberta Darling > Il John Nygren

317 East, State Capitol
P.O. Box 7882
Madison, WI 53707-7882
Phone: (608) 266-5830

309 East, State Capitol
P.0. Box 8593
Madison, WI 53708-8953
Phone: (608) 266-2343

Joint Committee on Finance

MEMORANDUM

To: Members
Joint Committee on Finance

From: Senator Alberta Darling
Represeniative John Nygren

Date: December 8, 2017
Re: 14-Day Passive Review Approval — DNR

Pursuant to s. 23.0917(ém}, Stats., aftached is a 14-day passive review request
from the Department of Natural Resources, received on December 8, 2017.

Please review the material and notify Senator Darling or Representative Nygren
no later than Thursday, December 28, 2017, if you have any concerns about the
request or if you would like the Committee to meet formally to consider it.

Also, please contact us if you need further information.

Attachments
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State of Wisconsin
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
101 8. Webster Stroat Soott Walker, Governor
Hox 7921 Danlel L, Mayer, Secretary
Madisan Wi 53707-752% Telephone 608-266-2621
FAK 6082673579
TTY Aceess via relay - 711

VISCONSH e .
DERT. OF ATURAL RESOURCES

December 1, 2017

The Honorable Atherta Darling, Co-Chair The Flonorable John Nygren, Co-Clinit

Committee on Joinl Finance Committee on Joiwt Finance

Room 317 East Room 309 Enst

State Capitol State Caphol

PO Box 7882 PO Box 8953 _
Madison Wi 53707-7882 Madison, WI 53707-53708 DEC 08 017

= v
Dear Senator Darling and Representative Nygren: \51 N ﬁ /ié\/’? 4 €

Pursuant ko 5. 23,09 17(6m)(a) and (dr), Wis, Seats., the Departmient is notifylng you of a proposed Knowles-
Nelson Stewardship grant in the amount of $65,800 lo Pheasants Forever, Inc., for acquisition of property rotth
of State Highway 64. The proposed grant award represents 50% of the estimated total project costs,

This forty-aere parcet is located in the Town of Alden, Polk County, Fhe proposed project witl protect (hirty-
acres of upland and ten-acres of wetland wildlife habitat and will improve public recreational access to adjacent
conservation lands. The property sits adjacent to ~ 694 acres of public land and will be open to the pubtic for
hunting, fishiag, wapping, hiking, cross-county skiing, and wildlife viewing,

As provided in s, 23,090 7(6m)(a), Wis. Stats., if ) B it does not receive notifieation of the schedwting of
& hearing from either of the Joint Commitiee on Finance co-chairpersons within 14 working deys from today, the
Department wilt awared 1his grant,

Fhank you for your consideration,

A Daniel

,f 7 Secretary
/ C: Doug, Haag, Administeator, Infernal Services Division
Pamela Foster Fel, Stewardship Grant Manager
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State of Wisconsin

CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE: December 7, 2017
TO: Members of the Joint Committee on Finance
FROM: Daniel L. Meyer, Secretary — Department of Natural Resources

SUBJECT: Request for approval of a Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant for land acquisition
north of State Hwy. 64

Pursuant to s. 23.0917(6m)(a) and (dr), Wis. Stats., the Department of Natural Resources is notifying you
of a proposed Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant of $65,800.00 to Pheasants Forever for the acquisition
of 40 acres. The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship program is funded under s. 20.866(2)(ta), Wis. Stats.

L PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Project sponsor: Pheasants Forever, Inc.
Grant sub-program: Habitat Areas

Location:

The property, known as the Narbo tract, is in the Town of Alden, Polk County. It is contiguous to ~694
acres owned by the Department and US Fish and Wildlife Service. The property shares it eastern border
with DNR’s Parker Creek Wildlife Area and the contiguous Parker Creek Fishery Area. The property is
accessible from 130" Street.

Project maps are attached as Appendix A.

Property description:

This is a notably diverse tract in the DNR’s Western Prairie Habitat Restoration Area. It includes open
water deep marsh and emergent/wet meadow. The upland portion of the property contains both
brush/deciduous tree and cool season grass areas. A modular building on the property will be removed
and the area will be developed into a parking lot for access to the parcel and adjacent lands.

Key benefits of this project:

Pheasants Forever’s primary goal in acquiring this property is to protect both the upland and wetland
habitat for wildlife and wildlife-based recreation. The upland habitat will add to the DNR’s Western
Prairie Habitat Restoration Area goals. Pheasants Forever is also seeking to secure nesting habitat for
migratory birds and waterfowl.

Public Uses:
The property will be open to the public for low-impact recreational activities including hunting, trapping,
hiking, cross-country skiing, and wildlife viewing; there is no fishable water on the property.

The Department’s analysis of the permitted nature-based outdoor activities is attached as Appendix B.
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Partnerships:
Star Prairie Fish and Game Club has committed funding to help cover acquisition costs of this parcel.
Management will occur in cooperation with DNR and USFWS Property Managers.

Consistency with planning:

This acquisition will advance objectives of the DNR’s Western Prairie Habitat Restoration Area plans: the
primary objective of the WPHRA is to restore viable grasslands and wetlands to provide habitat for
waterfowl, pheasants, and grassland birds.

The acquisition is also consistent with the habitat conservation objectives of the US Fish and Wildlife
Service within the St. Croix Wetland Management District and the Houghdahl Waterfowl Production
Area.

Local support:

The Polk County Board of Supervisors passed a resolution in support of this acquisition and of
Stewardship funding for Pheasant Forever’s purchase.

IL. PROJECT FINANCES

A. Appraisal: The land value used for grant calculation was determined through DNR-reviewed
appraisal.

B: Grant calculation:

Land value $128,000.00
Eligible related transaction costs $3.600.00
Total eligible project costs $131,600.00
Proposed Stewardship grant amount (50%) $65,800,00

III. RECOMMENDED

- /‘._,(L/Lfk—‘\.,‘\‘ '\2) (W[\ 2 /7 /"7
Terry Bay, Director, Bureau of Facmtles and Lands Date

W 12]2/17

Doug Haag, Administrator ‘BWISlOl nterna Services Date
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APPENDIX B p.1

Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Grant Program DNR Staff Analysis of
Nature Based Outdoor Activities on
S Projects Purchased with
e e Stewardship Grant Funds

Rev. August 2012
tewardship

NOTE TO DNR STAFF: This completed form will be attached to the NBOA notice that the DNR will publish when considering a request for
Stewardship grant funding. Do not list location information for the subject property or the seller's name because WI courts have held that this
information is confidential until land ownership has changed hands. In “Staff Narrative” sections below each NBOA, summarize sponsor’s
reason for prohibition.

Applicant/ Sponsor: Year of application:
Pheasants Forever, Inc. 2017

Project name and primary purpose: Narbo tract —- WHRA. The primary purpose of the purchase is to provide conservation
land for wildlife habitat and wildlife based recreation including public hunting, trapping, and wildlife viewing activities.

Parcel size, shape and topography: The parcel is 40 acres, square with gentle rolling topography including upland and
wetlands. The property is contiguous to 694 acres of land that the DNR currently owns.

Plan(s) or reports identifying project area as priority: Western Prairie Habitat Restoration project and the National Wildlife
Refuge System Administration Act; St. Croix Wetland Management District.

Proposed NBOA — Applicant Narrative and Checklist

HUNTING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property will be open to hunting

X No prohibitions being proposed

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.

L The sponsor is within its own municipality boundary

L1 Parcel is within 100 yards of building devoted to human occupancy

LI Parcel is within 50 feet of the center line of highways & roads

L1 Parcel is within 1700 feet of school grounds, hospital, or sanatorium

L] ordinance exists —

L] Discharge or carrying a weapon [ Hunting within park [] Throwing or shooting missiles, arrows, spears, etc.

L1 visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safety issues and
impact one or more NBOA's activities.

Ll Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.

LI parcelis adjacent to a public waterway.

L1 Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

] Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.
Unique plant and animal communities factors considered, check all that apply.

L] Federal listed endangered species L] state listed endangered species

L1 Federal listed threatened species L] state listed threatened species

L] Federal listed species of special concern L] state listed species of special concern

Allowable species (Gun) Allowable species (bow) List !Dates/Seasqns

(opening and closing)

Waterfowl All All Per State Regulations

Small Game All All Per State Regulations

Turkey All All Per State Regulations

Large Game All All Per State Regulations




APPENDIX B p.2

TRAPPING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property will be open to trapping

X No prohibitions being proposed

L1 No water on site

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.
L1 size/shape of parcel

L The sponsor is within its own municipality boundary

L] Parcel is within 100 yards of building devoted to human occupancy and per s. NR 13.(1)(b)(12), the following traps
are prohibited: conibear body gripping traps (with jaws wider than 60 sq. inches) and cable restraints.

L] ordinance exists that prohibits trapping or some type of trapping.

L1 visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safety issues and
impact one or more NBOA's activities.

Ll parcelis adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.

LI parcelis adjacent to a public waterway.

Ll Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

] Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.

Unique plant and animal communities factors considered, check all that apply.

L] Federal listed endangered species L] state listed endangered species
L1 Federal listed threatened species L] state listed threatened species
L] Federal listed species of special concern L] State listed species of special concern
: . List Dates/Seasons
Location Allowable Species . .
(opening and closing)
Upland All Per State Regulations
Water All Per State Regulations
FISHING

DNR Staff Narrative: No fishable water on the property

X No prohibitions being proposed

L1 No water on site

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.
L] Ordinance exists — [

LI visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safety issues and
impact one or more NBOA's activities.

Ll Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.

L] Parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.

Ll Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

] Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.

Unique plant and animal communities factors considered, check all that apply.

L] Federal listed endangered species L] state listed endangered species
[ Federal listed threatened species [] state listed threatened species
L] Federal listed species of special concern L] State listed species of special concern
Method Allowable Activities List Dates/Seasons
(opening and closing)
Shore NA — no water NA
Boat NA — no water NA




APPENDIX B p.3

HIKING

DNR Staff Narrative: Hiking will be allowed on the property

X No prohibitions being proposed
If a prohibition is proposed:
Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.

L] visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safety issues and
impact one or more NBOA's activities.

LI Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.

LI parcelis adjacent to a public waterway.

Ll Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

LI Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.

Unique plant and animal communities factors considered, check all that apply..

[ Federal listed endangered species [] state listed endangered species
L1 Federal listed threatened species L] state listed threatened species
L1 Federal listed species of special concern L] State listed species of special concern
Location Allowable Activities .LISt Dates .
(opening and closing)
On-Trail Yes All year
Off-Trail Yes All year

CROSS COUNTRY SKIING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property is open to cross country skiing

X No prohibitions being proposed

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.L] Visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user
conflicts that may create public safety issues and impact one or more NBOA's activities.

Ll Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA'’s to be prohibited already exists.

LI parcelis adjacent to a public waterway.

L1 Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

] Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.

Unique plant and animal communities factors considered, check all that apply.

L] Federal listed endangered species L] state listed endangered species
L1 Federal listed threatened species L] state listed threatened species
[] Federal listed species of special concern [] State listed species of special concern

Type of Trail Allowable Activities ListDates

(opening and closing)

Off-Trail (un-groomed) | Yes when possible per snow cover
On-Trail (un-groomed) | Yes when possible per snow cover
On-Trail (groomed) No groomed trails on property when possible per snow cover






