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MEMORANDUM

To: Members
Joint Commiftee on Finance

From: Senator Alberta Darling
Representative John Nygren

Date: September 4, 2018
Re: 14-Day Passive Review Approval - DOJ

Pursuant to s. 165.10, Stafs., attached is a 14-day passive review request from the
Department of Justice, received on September 4, 2018.

Please review the material and notify Senator Darling or Representative Nygren
no later than Friday, September 21, 2018, if you have any concerms about the
request or if you would like the Committee to meet formally to consider it.

Also, please contact us if you need further information.
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ﬂ  Fianre
The Honorable Alberta Darling
Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Finance

Room 317 East, State Capitol
( Alberta.Darling@legis. wisconsin.gov )

The Honorable John Nygren
Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Finance
Room 309 Rast, State Capitol

( John.Nygren@legis. wisconsin.gov )

Re: Discretionary Request — suicide prevention and mental health
awareness campaign

Dear Senator Darling and Representative Nygren:

Due to the growth of the public concern over mental health awareness and
treatment options, I propose the use of discretionary money to directly address three
specific areas in which Wisconsin citizens have most strongly voiced concerns to me.

Firgt, there 1s an immediate need to address the alarming rate of law
enforcement officer suicides in our state. In the last 19 months, 12 officers have lost
their lives to suicide in Wisconsin. That is far more than we lose to duty-related
deaths. Whether the number of officer suicides is due to public misconceptions of law
enforcement, the social and job pressures of a career in service, or cultural pressures
within the law enforcement community, this trend cannot be ignored.

Accordingly, the Department of Justice (DOJ) seeks authorization to use
$180,000 to fund a suicide prevention campaign directed at law enforcement and
other criminal justice professionals, as well as their families. A breakdown of the
funding is provided on the enclosed spreadsheet (Attachment A). Our intent is to
expend the attached budget over the next two years. Also enclosed is a list of goals
for this program created by a multi-jurisdictional team of law enforcement
professionals (Attachment B).
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Additionally, DOJ secks to use $20,000 to continue funding the Law
Enforcement Chaplains Program that was established in July 2018. The funds will
be used to provide training, mileage, and safety equipment to volunteer chaplains.
Those volunteer chaplains respond to emergency events to provide support, both on-
scene and post-event, to law enforcement and law enforcement families.

It is DOJ’s hope to eliminate the loss of any more Wisconsin law enforcement
officers to suicide through long term outreach, communications, education, and peer
support. We also realize the need to move quickly with this initiative and get help to
those currently suffering.

Second, DOJ recognizes that the mental health of our school-aged children is
of paramount importance to the success of Wisconsin as a state. For example, within
the $100 million school safety grant program, I have ensured that all teachers in
Wisconsin are trained on trauma informed care (TIC) and adverse childhood
experiences (ACEs). Additionally, the DOJ is offering a robust training program for
approximately 7,600 teachers and counselors on advanced mental health topics
related to adolescence.

To complement this significant effort to train our teachers and counselors, DO.J
seeks to use approximately $200,000 to fund a research project related to the
effectiveness of different programs on mental health and the impact of those
programs on negative outcomes, such as violence, suicide, threats, discipline,
absences, and the like. DOJ would like to work collaboratively with one of the
Wisconsin colleges or universities to perform one or more small-scale pilot programs,
and then study the resgults of those programs to evaluate their effectiveness. Those
studies would be used to inform future investments and programs in the area of
mental health in our schools. The ultimate goal of these studies would be to create
an evidence-based, cost-effective, and scalable “mental health wellness” mentorship
program for any school in Wisconsin.

A similar collaborative approach was recently taken by the University of
Chicago Crime Lab, and Chicago Public Schools. The results of that collaboration
provided valuable, research-based insight into how to address youth violence within
Chicago schools. We acknowledge that the broader topic of mental health in
Wisconsin is different than Chicago’s specific violence reduction study; and that
Chicago schools face different environmental factors than most Wisconsin schools.
Therefore, we would like to fund a research project specific to our state schools: use
the results to determine the most effective methods to positively impact mental
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health in Wisconsin schools; and create a “mental health wellness” mentorship
program for them.

Finally, during my recent visits to each of the 72 Wisconsin counties, I received
significant feedback related to the civil commitment process and the impact it is
having on local law enforcement resources. One concern consistently raised is the
mability of law enforcement officers to determine, themselves, whether an individual
ig eligible for involuntary civil commitment. The officer is often forced to wait, often
times on scene, for a social services professional to make that decision before the
officer may transport the individual to the appropriate facility. Both the wait and
the transport require significant resources, which is especially impactful on the many
small law enforcement agencies within our state.

DOJ seeks to use the remaining, unallocated discretionary funds of
approximately $44,000 to establish training standards and protocols focused on crisis
intervention, and recognizing the signs of mental illness within the context of the
many different situations our officers face. The development of these training
standards and protocols will include exploring the possibility of a certification
process. Having this certification will allow officers to better respond to individuals
in crisis, prevent escalation, and ensure officers are well-equipped to assist in
commitment determinations.

DOJ 1s committed to using our discretionary resources to help address mental
health concerns raised by our citizens. The three specific areas I have proposed will
provide an integrated approach to reduce or eliminate the unnecessary pain and
suffering of our state’s citizens due to the lack mental health awareness and
treatment options. Thank you in advance for your thoughtful consideration of these
initiatives.

Very truly yours,

Brad D. Schimel
Wiscongin Attorney General
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Enclosures



Senator Darling
Representative Nygren
August 30, 2018
Attachment A

Attorney General Brad Schimel’s
Preliminary Budget: Law Enforcement Suicide Prevention
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Attorney General Brad Schimel’s
Proposed goals of Department of Justice (DO.J):
Law Enforcement Suicide Prevention

1. Create open programs W1th1n law. enforcement agencies, that remove the stigma
of mental health 1ssues and ereate an op

) dlalogue 80 members can comfortably
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7. Add sulc1de awareness;
serleé. for Iaw enforcement

8. Create regxonal peer ‘support teams, and - estabhsh trammg (determine
appropriate trammg pr ram) W11:h1n DOJ

9. Build cumulatwe stress reeﬁlency within a hohstlc approach to the elements of
wellness including: physical, financial, Social, emotional, spiritual, intellectual,
and environmental

10.Have DOJ DLES Justice Programs team look for grant funding possibilities



