State of Wisconsin

SENATE CHAIR ASSEMBLY CHAIR
Alberta Darling g T H John Nygren

317 East, State Capitol
P.O. Box 7882
Madison, WE 53707-7882
Phone: {608) 266-3830

308 East, State Capitol
P.0O. Box 8593
Madison, W1 53708-8953
Phone: (608) 266-2343

Joint Committee on Finance

MEMORANDUM

To: Members
Joint Committee on Finance

From: Senafor Alberta Darling
Representative John Nygren

Date: May 16, 2019
Re: 14-Day Passive Review Approval = DNR

Pursuant to s. 23.0917{ém), Stats., attached is a 14-day passive review request
from the Department of Natural Resources, received on May 16, 2019.

Please review the material and notify Senator Darling or Representative Nygren
no later than Wednesday, June 5, 2019, if you have any concerns about the
request or if you would like the Committee to meet formally to consider if.

Also, please contact us if you need further information.

Attachments
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State of Wisconsin
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
101 §. Wehster Strost

Box 7921

Madison W1 537077921

Tony Evers, Governor
Preston D, Cole, Secretary |
Telepliong 608-266-2621

Toll Frée 1-885-036.7463 | WISCONSIY '
TTV Access via relay - 711§ DEPLOF HATURAL RESOURCES J

May [4, 2019

‘The Honorable Alberta Darling, Co-Chair The Honorable Joln Nygren, Co-Chair

Committee on Joint Finance Committee on Joint Finance

Room 317 East Room 309 Bast

State Capitol State Capitol

PO Box 7882 PO Box 8953 _ MAY 6 FE
Madison W1 53707-7882 Madison, W1 33707-53708 ":QL }ﬂf P

Dear Senator Darling and Representative Nygren:

Pursuant to s. 23.0917(6m), Wis. Stats., the Department is notifying you as co-chairs of the Conmittes on Joiut
Finance of a proposed Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant {0 Landmark Conservaney for land acquisition. DNR
is recommending a grant of $157,390,00 for the Conservancy’s “Mouth of the Middie River” acquisition. The
paoposed gs'ant awaz‘d 1'ep1escnts 50% of the es‘tiinated total project costs, This property is located north 6f

The groposed project will acquire 63-acres of land, including ¥4 wile of Lake Superior frontage. This project will
expand the Town of Lakeside’s adjacent 14-acre parcel, which provides a padidle Jaunch for the Lake Superior
Water Trail. Landmark Conservancy and the Towi of Lakeside ave working together o a plan to transfer title to
the Town of Lakeside for long term ownership and management. '

Thete are no proposed prohibitions of nature-based outdoor activities, 4s defined in s. 23.0916(1)}(k), Wis. Stats,
Ag provided in 8. 23.0917(6m)(a), Wis. Stats., if the Departinént does not receive notification of the scheduling of
a hearing from either of tlie Joint Comumittee on Finance co-¢hairpersons within-fourteen working days from
today, the Department will award this grant.

Thank you: for your consideration.
Sincerely,

(‘:J }5 :;:?%ﬁk :

Preston . Cole
A Seerctary

Ul )

AR FAIED
o 0N RECYCLED
4 PAFER

\C:«?;c‘g'n%ﬁyqov | Naturall )»-'WISCONSIN



State of Wisconsin

CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE; May 14, 2019
TO: Members of the Joint Committee on Finance
FROM: Preston D. Cole, Secretary

SUBJECT: Request for approval — Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant for land acquisition north
of State Hwy. 64

Pursuant to s. 23.0917(6m)(a) and (c), Wis, Stats., the Departiment of Natural Resources is notifying you
of a proposed Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant of $157,390.00 to Landmark Conservancy for
acquisition of 64 acres along Lake Superior, The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship program is funded under
s. 20.806(2)(ta), Wis. Stats.

I, PROJECT DETAILS:
Project Sponsor: Landmark Conservancy
Stewardship Grant sub-program: Habitat Arca

Location: The Middle River tract is located in the Town of Lakeside, Douglas County, on the shore of
Lake Superior. It is accessible via Middle River Rd, approximately 17 miles east of Superior, Project
maps are attached as Appendix A.

Project Description: The property is an undeveloped lake shore tract hosting 63 acres of aspen-birch
wet mesic and boreal forest, which provides important migratory bird stopover habitat. I includes ' mile
of clay bank and beach frontage on Lake Superior and areas of coastal wetlands important to fish
spawning and forage.

Key benefits: This acquisition will help expand the Town of Lakeside’s existing [4-acre park and paddle
launch site along the Lake Supertor Water Trail. The addition of these acres and expanded shoreline will
add safely-accessible paddling stopover area to the existing, smail launch site. Future development may
include improved parking.

The clay bank compeosition of this parcel means any development at this site will be vulnerable to erosion,
slumping and bank failure given increasingly frequent and intense storm events, In a region where east-
west roads have routinely washed out in recent seasons, keeping this parcel as public open space will
reduce both consequence and cost of future flood events.

Partnerships: The Town of Lakeside is working cooperatively with Landmark Conservancy, and plans
to take title to the property sometime after acquisition to expand the existing town park.

DNR received letters of support for this grant from the Douglass County Land and Water Conservation
Department and Northland Paddlers Alliance, an organization founded to promote paddling and expand
paddling access in and from the Twin Ports of Superior/Duluth.
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Consistency with planning: The acquisition advances objectives of several regional conservation plans:

Implements specific recommendations from the Douglas County Land & Water Resource
Management Plan 2010-2020 and a county plan titled, Watershed Approach to Wetland
Management in the Lake Superior Basin, Douglas County, May 2016 by:

e Conserving unique and important coastal habitat

e  Supporting wetland function and addressing open land concerns in vulnerable sub-

watersheds in the Lake Superior basin

Protects an important migratory bird concentration area as identified in the Wisconsin Land
Legacy Report
Protects unique natural ecological features including Boreal Forest, Great Lakes Beach, Cool
Water Streams and Lake Superior Clay Banks, all of which are identified in DNR’s State Wildlife
Action Plan as “major” conservation opportunities.

Public Uses: The property will be open to the public for low-impact recreational activities including
hunting, trapping, hiking, cross-country skiing, fishing, and wildlife viewing. The Department’s analysis
of the permitted nature-based outdoor activities is attached as Appendix B.

Property Management: The property will be managed by Landmark Conservancy until it transfers to
Town ownership. Under cither owner, management will occur according to a Land Management Plan
approved by the Department as consistent with the purposes of the Stewardship program.

I1.

PROJECT FINANCES

A. Appraisals

The property value used for grant calculation is based on appraisals reviewed and accepted by
DNR. The subject property is three contiguous parcels, owned by two families.

Parcel A “Smedberg” $23,400.00
Parcel B “Sladky Trust” $9,200.00
Parcels C “Sladky Trust” $272,000.00
Total combined land value $304,600.00
B: Grant Calculation:
Subject land value $304,600.00
Eligible related transaction costs $10,180.00
Total eligible project costs $314,780.00
Stewardship grant amount 50% $157,390.00
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Appendix B p.1

Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Grant Program

DNR Staff Analysis of
Nature Based Outdoor Activities on
Projects Purchased with
Stewardship Grant Funds

Rev. August 2012

Atewardship

NOTE TO DNR STAFF: This completed form will be attached to the NBOA notice that the DNR will publish when considering a request for
Stewardship grant funding. Do not list location information for the subject property or the seller's name because WI courts have held that this
information is confidential until land ownership has changed hands. In “Staff Narrative” sections below each NBOA, summarize sponsor’s
reason for prohibition.

Year of application:
2018

Applicant/ Sponsor: Landmark Conservancy

Project name and primary purpose: Mouth of the Middle River Land Protection Project — protect 63 acres on
the shores of Lake Superior and enhance Town owned and managed paddle launch on the Lake Superior Water
Trail.

Parcel size, shape and topography: 63 acres of Aspen-Birch Northern Forest, Northern Wet Mesic and Boreal
Forest. Accessible across Town of Lakeside property via Middle River Rd.

Plan(s) or reports identifying project area as priority: Douglas County Land & Water Resource Management Plan
2010-2020 and the Douglas County: Watershed Approach to Wetland Management in the Lake Superior Basin
(May 2016).

Proposed NBOA — Applicant Narrative and Checklist

HUNTING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property will be open to hunting

X No prohibition proposed

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.

L The sponsor is within its own municipality boundary

L] Parcel is within 100 yards of building devoted to human occupancy
[ Parcel is within 50 feet of the center line of highways & roads

O Parcel is within 1700 feet of school grounds, hospital, or sanatorium
L] Ordinance exists —

[ Discharge or carrying a weapon [ Hunting within park [ Throwing or shooting missiles, arrows, spears, etc.

L] visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safety issues and
impact one or more NBOA's activities.

LI Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.
L] Parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.
[ Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance
] Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.
Unique plant and animal communities factors considered, check all that apply.
[ Federal listed endangered species [ State listed endangered species
L] Federal listed threatened species L] state listed threatened species
[] Federal listed species of special concern [ State listed species of special concern
List Dates/Seasons
(opening and closing) |

Allowable species (Gun) Allowable species (bow)

Waterfowl Per state regulations Per state regulations Per state regulations
Small Game Per state regulations Per state regulations Per state regulations
Turkey Per state regulations Per state regulations Per state regulations

Large Game

Per state regulations

Per state regulations

Per state regulations




Appendix B p.2

TRAPPING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property will be open to trapping.

X No prohibition proposed

] No water on site

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.
[ Size/shape of parcel

L The sponsor is within its own municipality boundary

[ Parcel is within 100 yards of building devoted to human occupancy and per s. NR 13.(1)(b)(12), the following traps
are prohibited: conibear body gripping traps (with jaws wider than 60 sq. inches) and cable restraints.

[ ordinance exists that prohibits trapping or some type of trapping.

L] Visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safety issues and
impact one or more NBOA's activities.

[ Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.

L] parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.

L] Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

L1 Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.

Unique plant and animal community factors considered, check all that apply.

[ Federal listed endangered species [ State listed endangered species
[ Federal listed threatened species L] State listed threatened species
L] Federal listed species of special concern [ state listed species of special concern
: . List Dates/Seasons
Location Allowable Species . .
(opening and closing)
Upland Per state regulations Per state regulations
Water Per state regulations Per state regulations
FISHING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property will be open to fishing.

X No prohibitions being proposed

[J No water on site

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.
L] Ordinance exists — [

[ Visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safety issues and
impact one or more NBOA's activities.

[ Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.

L] Parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.

L] Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

L1 Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.

Unique plant and animal community factors considered, check all that apply.

[ Federal listed endangered species [] state listed endangered species
[ Federal listed threatened species [ State listed threatened species
L] Federal listed species of special concern [ state listed species of special concern
Method Allowable Activities List I.Dates/Seaso.ns
(opening and closing)
Shore Per state regulations Per state regulations
Boat Per state regulations Per state regulations




Appendix B p.3

HIKING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property will be open to hiking.

X No prohibitions being proposed
If a prohibition is proposed:
Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.

L1 visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safety issues and
impact one or more NBOA's activities.

L] Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.

L] Parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.

[ Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

L] Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.

Unique plant and animal community factors considered, check all that apply..

L] Federal listed endangered species L] State listed endangered species
L] Federal listed threatened species L] State listed threatened species
[1 Federal listed species of special concern [ State listed species of special concern
Location Allowable Activities .LISt pates .
(opening and closing)
On-Trail Yes year round
Off-Trail Yes year round

CROSS COUNTRY SKIING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property is open to cross-country skiing

X No prohibitions being proposed

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.L] Visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user
conflicts that may create public safety issues and impact one or more NBOA's activities.

L] Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.

L1 Parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.

LI Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

L] Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.

Unique plant and animal community factors considered, check all that apply.

L] Federal listed endangered species L] state listed endangered species
L] Federal listed threatened species L] State listed threatened species
L] Federal listed species of special concern [ State listed species of special concern
Type of Trail Allowable Activities .LISt Dates .
(opening and closing)
Off-Trail (un-groomed) Yes show cover
On-Trail (un-groomed) Yes show cover
On-Trail (groomed) Yes but no plans to provide groomed trails. | snow cover




