




 State of Wisconsin 
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: October 5, 2022  
 
TO: Members of the Joint Committee on Finance 
 
FROM: Preston D. Cole, Secretary 
 
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF RECREATIONAL BOATING FACILITY 

GRANT USING STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM FUNDS GREATER THAN 
$250,000: Burnett County, Town of Oakland, Webster, Wisconsin 

           
Pursuant to s. 23.0917(6m)(a) and (c), Wis. Stats., the Department is notifying you of a proposed 
Recreational Boating Facility (RBF) grant in the amount of $409,587 to Burnett County, for the 
renovation of the Devils Lake Public Access site. Effective October 27, 2007, RBF grants are funded with 
Stewardship program moneys. The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship program is funded under 
s. 20.866(2)(ta), Wis. Stats.    
 
I. PROJECT DETAILS: 
 
Project Sponsor: Burnett County 
 
Project Name:  Devils Lake Public Access Retaining Wall and Parking Area 
 
Grant sub-program:  Recreational Boating Facilities  
 
Location: 6571 Devils Lake Road, Town of Oakland, Webster, Wisconsin.   
  
 
Project Description:  Burnett County received a grant in the amount of $176,650 in April, 2021. When 
the bids were received, the bids came in $465,875 above the original total project cost estimate of 
$353,300.  This is due in large part to the increase in the cost of steel for the new retaining wall and the 
cost of rip rap which is required to complete the project.  Therefore, Burnett County requested an 
additional grant award in the amount of $232,937 in August, 2022 for a total grant award of $409,587.  
The total grant award now requires Joint Committee on Finance approval.  This project includes the 
installation of a sheet metal retaining wall, restructuring of the parking lot, and guardrails for the Devils 
Lake Public Access site.  Devils Lake is one of the largest lakes in Burnett County and this county-owned 
site is the only public boat launch on the lake.  This project will restore the parking area and stabilize the 
shoreline, resulting in the ability to provide parking for the launch facilities and correct a current safety 
hazard.  Devils Lake is a highly used recreational lake for boating and fishing.      
 
Project Goals:  Burnett County’s Devils Lake Public Access Retaining Wall and Parking Area project 
meets the following goals: 

• Installation of a new sheet metal retaining wall will allow the county to re-establish safe vehicle- 
trailer parking for the public and increase the overall parking availability at this heavily used 
access site.   

• This new sheet metal retaining wall and rip rap will protect the shoreline for many years to come.  
• Prevent environmental damage from erosion into Devils Lake.  

 
Public Uses:  The boat launch is available to the public and is very popular among both residents and 
nonresidents for boating and fishing.   The current condition of the retaining wall is a hazard to public 
safety and the environment.  Burnett County has installed temporary fencing to keep traffic away from 
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the unstable pavement.  Staff will work to minimize construction impact during the busiest seasons.   All 
components of this project will meet ADA standards. 
 
Ownership and Management:  The launch is operated and maintained by Burnett County Forestry and 
Parks consistent with their management policy.   Burnett County follows Best Management Practices in 
all their forestry and park projects.   
 
Timetable: Burnett County plans to start construction in the spring of 2023 in order to be able to 
complete this project before the busy summer tourist season which helps to support their economy.    
 
Partnerships: 

• Burnett County Forestry and Parks is responsible for redevelopment, operation, and maintenance.  
• Department of Natural Resources:  Provides financial grant assistance. 

 
 
 

II. PROJECT FINANCES: 
Burnett County contribution  $ 409,587.00     

 DNR Recreational Boating Facilities grant issued in April  $ 176,650.00 
 DNR Recreational Boating Facilities additional grant funds     $ 232,937.00 
 Total Project Costs  $ 819,174.00     
 
III. RECOMMENDED: 

 
 

 
___________________________________________ _________________ 
Jim Ritchie, Director                  Date 
Bureau of Community Financial Assistance 
 
 
 
____________________________________________ _________________ 
David Seibert, Administrator    Date 
External Services Division 
 
Attachments:  
   Appendix A – Project Location map 
   Appendix B – Conceptual site plan 
   Appendix C – Current Photos 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 998D4BF4-9422-4462-B11C-8B4D14188506

10/7/2022 | 8:27 AM CDT

10/7/2022 | 8:32 AM CDT



APPENDIX A
DocuSign Envelope ID: 998D4BF4-9422-4462-B11C-8B4D14188506



PARKING

RESERVED

DIRECTION ARROW INDICATING
LOCATION OF ACCESSIBLE
STALLS

2"x2" PAINTED SQ. POST
EMBED 3'-0" INTO
FOUNDATION

OR STATE DISABLED CARD

VET OR DIS PLATES

VEHICLES WITH

VAN ACCESSIBLE

FINISH GRADE

3
"

4
'-
0

" 
N

T
S

1'-0"

1
'-
6

"

STATE OF WISCONSIN
APPROVED HANDICAP PARKING
SIGN

VAN ACCESSIBLE NOTE AT
STALLS DESIGNED FOR
VANS

12"∅ CONC FOUNDATION TO
3'-0" BELOW FINISH GRADE
(BY SIGN CONTRACTOR)

HANDICAP SIGN

3

A103

4

A103

SOIL BORING 

LOCATION

bow 963.62

tow 969.00 

bow 963.73

tow 968.84

tow 968.59

bow 963.57water 964.51

wtr 962.63

shore 964.24
tow 

970.90

bow 965.36

water 964.53

GRIND, RECOMPACT AND 
REPLACE EXISTING ASPHALT

GRIND, RECOMPACT AND 
REPLACE EXISTING ASPHALT

5
'-
0

"

APPROX. HIGH WATER LINE LOCATION (965)

water 964.43

bow 964.49

tow 969.39

spot 969.37

SURVEY WATER LINE

SOIL BORING 

LOCATION

INFILL AREA

INFILL AREA

GRIND, RECOMPACT AND 
REPLACE EXISTING ASPHALT

EXISTING ROAD TO REMAIN

8
0
°

8
0
°

8
0
°

9'-0
"

TYP.

9'-0
"

9'-0
"

9'-0
"

TYP.

9'-0
"

9'-0
"

2
0

'-
0

"

11'-0
"

5'-0"

9'-0"

STRIPED AREA
STRIPED AREA

ADA VAN ACCESSIBLE SIGN

ADA SIGN

5
'-
0

"

NEW SHEET 
PILE LINE 

LOCATION

SHEET PILE LINE LOCATION

SHEET PILE LINE 
LOCATION

2
0

'-
0

"

STRIPED AREA

ADA STALLS    2

STANDARD STALLS 36
TOTAL 38

A103

2
Sim

A103

2
Sim

10
0
°

8
0
°

25'-7"

SHEET PILE ENGINEER TO DESIGN 

CONTINUOUS RIP-RAP ALONG WALL

SHEET PILE ENGINEER TO DESIGN 

CONTINUOUS RIP-RAP ALONG WALL

[WTR] -1' - 0" [962.62]

[BOW] . 0" [963.62]

2
'-
0

"

[ASPHALT] 5' - 6" [966.12]

[TO. SHEET PILE] 7' - 6" [970.62]

P
E
R

 W
A
L
L
 P

IE
R

E
N
G

IN
E
E
R

 C
A
L
C
S

7
'-
6
"

STEEL SHEET PILE

3
'-
6
"

RAILING . MIN 

REQUIRED HEIGHT 

42" AFF

M
IN

.

1
'-
0

"

MIN.

1'-6"

WATER LEVEL

SYNTHETIC FILLER CLOTH 

OR GRAVEL FILTER

LAYER OF CLEAN 

FIELDSTONE ROCK

CONTINUOUS RIP-RAP 

TO BE INSTALLED 

ALONG WALL BASE

FINAL PRODUCT SPECIFICATIONS 

BY WALL TILER CONTRACTOR'S 

ENGINEER

LEVEL 1

0'-0"

[BOW] . 0" [965.36][WTR] -2' - 3 1/4" [963.09]

[ASPHALT] 5' - 6" [970.86]

RAILING . MIN 

REQUIRED HEIGHT 

42" AFF

1'-6"

TO. EXISTING 

WALL

BO EXISTING 

WALL

HIGH WATER LEVEL 

LINE

NEW WALL 

LOCATION

5'-0"

P
E
R

 W
A
L
L
 P

IE
R

 

E
N
G

IN
E
E
R

'S
 C

A
L
C
S
.

V
A
R

IE
S

8
'-
6
"

INFILLED AREA

WATER LEVEL

SYNTHETIC FILLER CLOTH 

OR GRAVEL FILTER

LAYER OF CLEAN 

FIELDSTONE ROCK

CONTINUOUS RIP-RAP 

TO BE INSTALLED 

ALONG WALL BASE

FINAL RIP-RAP DESIGN TO 

BE DONE BY SHEET PILE 

ENGINEER

MIN.

1'-6"

M
IN

.

1
'-
0

"

3
'-
6
"

4

A103

STEEL SHEET PILES AS 
DESIGN BY ENGINEER 

INFILLED AREA 

kuenyarch.com ©2021 Kueny Architects L.L.C. - All Rights Reserved  

PLAN 

SCALE: As indicated

A103Devils Lake Park - Waterfront Renovations

December 8, 2021

Site Plan

Burnett Co.
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Burnett County Devil’s Lake Parking Area
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