




State of Wisconsin 
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

October 12, 2023 

Members of the Joint Committee on Finance 

Adam N. Payne, Secretary 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF RECREATIONAL BOATING FACILITY 
GRANT USING STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM FUNDS GREATER THAN 
$250,000: CITY OF OCONOMOWOC, WAUKESHA COUNTY 

Pursuant to s. 23.0917(6m)(a) and (c), Wis. Stats., the Department is notifying you of a proposed 
Recreational Boating Facility (RBF) grant in the amount of $1,020,000.00 to the City of Oconomowoc, 
Waukesha County, for the renovation of the Lac La Belle public boat launch facility. Effective October 
27, 2007, RBF grants are funded with Stewardship program moneys. The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 
program is funded under s. 20.866(2)(ta), Wis. Stats.    

I. PROJECT DETAILS:

Project Sponsor: City of Oconomowoc 

Project Name:  Lac La Belle Boat Launch Renovation 

Grant sub-program: Recreational Boating Facilities (RBF) 

Location: 304 W. Wisconsin Ave., Southeast corner on Lake Lac La Belle, City of 
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin.   

Project Description:  The Lac La Belle boat launch, located in the City of Oconomowoc, is the only 
public boat launch on Lake Lac La Belle.  The current Lac La Belle boat launch has been in existence for 
over 75 years. Currently there are no vehicle/trailer parking spaces available at this facility. This project 
will provide 18 vehicle/trailer spaces on site. The boat ramp itself is lower than the normal water level 
and tends to be underwater. The renovation project will address all of the current safety issues and raise 
the ramps, so they will no longer be lower than the normal water level. This investment will improve the 
overall viability of the launch, resulting in increased use of the launch facilities, thus contributing to the 
local economy by providing quality public access on Lake Lac La Belle, a highly used recreational lake. 

Project Goals:  The City of Oconomowoc, Lac La Belle Boat Launch project meets the following goals: 

• Implements the recommendations of the City of Oconomowoc’s Comprehensive Plan for boat
launch renovations.

Public Uses:  The boat launch is available to the public seven days per week, 365 days per year, for 
boating, kayaking, and canoeing.  The facilities will need to be closed during the renovation project; 
taking safety into consideration for the public.  Staff will work to minimize construction impact during 
the busiest seasons. Due to this being the only public launch on the lake, the City is looking into a 
temporary alternate location for the public to launch and exit the lake safely during the renovation project. 
All components of this project will meet ADA standards. 

Ownership and Management:  The launch will be operated and maintained by the City of 
Oconomowoc, consistent with their management policy. 
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Timetable:  Anticipated project start date is August 5th, 2024, with an anticipated end date of May 1st, 
2025. This timetable will provide the least impact to the boating community as reasonably possible by 
planning construction in the fall and winter months. The summer tourist season is vital to the local 
economy so allowing for the majority of the summer to be used by the boating community is vital.   
 
Partnerships: 

• City of Oconomowoc: Provides funding and project management. 
• Department of Natural Resources:  Provides financial grant assistance. 
• Village of Lac La Belle, Town of Oconomowoc, Lac La Belle Management District: Provides 

funding for initial design costs and signed MOU as partners in the project. 
 
 

II. PROJECT FINANCES: 
City of Oconomowoc (with assistance from the Village of Lac La Belle, Town of Oconomowoc, 
and Lac La Belle Management District) contribution  $    1,674,698.00  

 DNR Recreational Boating Facilities grant requested  $    1,020,000.00 
Total Project Costs  $    2,694,698.00 

 
III. RECOMMENDED: 

 
 

 
___________________________________________ _________________ 
Jim Ritchie, Director                  Date 
Bureau of Community Financial Assistance 
 
 
 
____________________________________________ _________________ 
Ann Kipper, Administrator    Date 
External Services Division 
 
Attachments: 
   Appendix A – Project location map 
   Appendix B – Site plan 
   Appendix C – Current photos 
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Site Location Map

DISCLAIMER: The information shown on these maps has been obtained from various 
sources, and are of varying age, reliability and resolution. These maps are not intended to be 
used for navigation, nor are these maps an authoritative source of information about legal land 
ownership or public access. No warranty, expressed or implied, is made regarding accuracy, 
applicability for a particular use, completeness, or legality of the information depicted on this 
map. For more information, see the DNR Legal Notices web page: http://dnr.wi.gov/legal/63,360
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APPENDIX A

Site Location
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APPENDIX B

DocuSign Envelope ID: 03DC6E56-3678-49C3-8817-245AE62EC396



APPENDIX C
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