State of Wisconsin

SENATE CHAIR ASSEMBLY CHAIR
. 3 U
Howard Marklein ; J' ' Mark Born

316 East, State Capitol
£.0. Box 7882
Madison, WI 33707-7882
Phone: (608) 266-0703

308 East, State Capitol
P.0. Box 8952
Madison, W1 53708-8953
Phone: (608) 266-2540

Joint Committee on Finance

MEMORANDUM

To: Members
Joint Committee on Finance

From: Senator Howard Marklein
Representative Mark Born

Date: December 7, 2023

Re: 5. 16.515/16.505(2), Stats. Request

Attached is a copy of arequest from the Department of Administration,
received December 7, 2023, pursuant to s. 16.515/16.505(2), Stats., on behalf of
the Washington County District Attorney’s Office.

Please review the material and notify Senator Marklein or Representative Born
no later than Wednesday, December 27, 2023, if you have any concerns about
the request or if you would like the Committee to meet formally to consider it.
Also, please contact us if you need further information.

Attachments

HM:MB:im
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STATE OF WISCONSIN
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

Tony Evers, Governor
Kathy Blumenfeld, Secretary

DEPARTMENT OF
ADMINI

Date: December 7, 2023

To: The Honorable Howard Marklein, Co-Chair DEQ 0 7 2023

Joint Committee on Finance ‘\‘jff )
Fineal & —

The Honerable Mark Bom, Co-Chair
Joint Committee on Finance

From:  Kathy K. Blumenfeld, Secretary‘ k5
Department of Administration

Subject: s. 16.515/16.505(2) Request(s)

Enclosed are request(s} that have been approved by this department under the authority granted in
s. 16.515 and s. 16.505(2). The explanation for each request is included in the attached materials.
Listed below is a summary of each item:

2023-24 2024-25
AGENCY DESCRIPTION AMOUNT FTE AMOUNT FTE

DAs Gifts and grants 0.2* o2
20.475(1}h)

*New position ending 12/31/2025.

As provided in s. 16.515, the request(s) will be approved on _December 29, 2023
uniess we are notified prior to that time that the Joint Committee on Finance wishes to meet in
formal session about any of the requests.

Please contact Kirsten Grinde at (608) 266-1353, or the analyst who reviewed the request in the
Division of Executive Budget and Finance, if you have any additional questions.

Attachments

Office of the Secretary, PO Box 7864, Madison, W 53707-7864
Phone: (608} 266-1741 | DOA.WI.GOV
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STATE OF WISCONSIN
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

Tony Evers, Governor
Kathy Blumenfeld, Secretary
Brian Pahnke, Administrator

DEPARTMENT OF

Date: December 6, 2023

To: Kathy Blumenfeld, Secretary
Department of Administration

From: Nicholas Richter
Executive Policy and Budget Analyst

Subject: Request Under s, 16.505(2) from the Washington County District Attorney for

the Creation of 0.2 FTE Program Revenue Assistant District Attorney Project
Position.

Request:
The Department of Administration, on behalf of the Washington County District Attorney's
Office, requests the creation of 0.2 FTE program revenue assistant district attorney project

position for a term extending from November 1, 2023, through December 31, 2025.

Revenue Sources for Appropriation(s}:

The revenue source for the position in the gifts and grants appropriation under s. 20.475(1)(h)
is the Washington County Board via 2023 Resolution 28 — District Attorney's Office Staffing
Change. The Washington County District Attorney's Office would reimburse the salary and
fringe benefit costs for the 0.2 FTE PR assistant district attorney project position.

Background:

In recent years, Washington County has shared a permanent assistant district attorney
position with Ozaukee County; 0.6 FTE GPR position has been dedicated to working on
Ozaukee County cases and 0.4 FTE GPR position has been dedicated to Washington County
cases. The 2023-25 Biennial Budget, 2023 Wisconsin Act 19, provided Ozaukee County
with an additional 0.4 ETE GPR assistant district attorney position. Ozaukee County used
the funding to increase its 0.6 FTE GPR assistant district attorney position to a 1.0 FTE GPR
position. With the shared assistant district attorney moving to Ozaukee County on a full-
time basis, the Washington County District Attorney Office has been left with a vacant

0.4 FTE GPR position.

On September 13, 2023, Washington County Board 2023 Resclution 28 authorized funding
for a 0.2 FTE PR assistant district attorney project position in the Washington County
District Attorney's Office. This position will be a general prosecutor focusing on juveniles,
domestic violence, theft, drugs, operating while intoxicated (OWI) and various other felony
and misdemeanor level offenses.

Division of Executive Budget and Finance, Post Dffice Box 7864, Madison, Wi 53707-7364
Voice: (608) 266-1736 | Fax: (608) 267-0372 | TTY: (608) 267-9629 | DOA.WI.GOV
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Kathy Blumenfeld, Secretary
Page 2
December 6, 2023

Analysis:

Washington County has seen an increase in drug possession cases over the past several
years; while the county only had three possession of methamphetamine referrals in 20186,
the number of referrals jumped to 52 in 2020 and to 79 referrals in 2022. Upwards of

90 percent of those referrals were charged, resulting in felony charges. Washington County
is also experiencing more serious case filings. After filing 471 felony cases in 2016, the
Washington County District Attorney's Office filed 642 felony cases in 2022, a 36 percent
increase.

The most recent State Prosecutors Office workload analysis indicated that the Washington
County District Attorney's Office would need an additional 2.2 FTE assistant district
attorney positions to be fully staffed. Washington County was not provided any additional
assistant district attorney positions through Act 19,

Currently, the Washington County District Attorney's Office has authorization for 6.4 FTE
GPR assistant district attorney positions. As previously mentioned, Washington County's
only unfilled position became vacant due to the end of a shared employee agreement with
Ozaukee County. The Washington County District Attorney's Office has indicated that filling
the remaining assistant district attorney position as a 0.4 FTE position is difficult because
the new employee would not qualify for employment benefits. If approved, the requested

0.2 FTE PR position would allow the Washinton County District Attorney's Office improve its
recruitment efforts, fill its remaining vacancy and address its staffing issues.

The requested 0.2 FTE PR assistant district attorney project position would be entirely
funded by Washington County 2023 Resolution 28; the county will fully reimburse the state
and no state match would be required. For salary and fringe benefits, Washington County
2023 Resolution 28 provides $8,000 for calendar year 2023, and $30,000 annually for
calendar years 2024 and 2025. Once this funding expires, Washington County would need
to renew funding or find a new funding source to keep the assistant district attorney at a
0.6 FTE position.

Recommendation:

Approve the request.



STATE OF WISCONSIN
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

ADMINISTRATION Tony Evers, Gavernor
Kathy Blumenfeld, Secretary
Jana Steinmetz, Administrator

DATE: October 25, 2023

TO: Brian Pahnke, Administrator
Division of Executive Budget and Finance

FROM: Amanda Mott, Director
State Prosecutors Office

SUBJECT: REQUEST UNDER 8. 16.505 FOR DEPARTMENT 475: WASHINGTON
COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

On behalf of the Washington County District Attorney’s Office, | am submitting the attached
request for authorization to create a 0.2 FTE program revenue project position in Department 475,
District Attorneys.

Attachment

Division of Enterprise Operations, State Prosecutors Office
101 East Wilson Street, PO Box 7869, Madison, WI 53707-7869 | {608} 267-2700 | DOAWI.GOV



WASHINGTON COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY
MARK D. BENSEN

Assistant District Attorneys Office Supervisor
Stephanie L. Hanson Mary Zorn
Mandy A. Schepper

Jeanette K. Corhett Justice Center
Daniel J. Gabler 484 Rolfs Ave., Room 21156
Grant D. Scaife PO Box 1986
Warren B, Zier West Bend, WI 53005-7988

(262) 335-4311
Fax (262) 335-4739
August 29, 2023

Kasey Deiss, Director
Department of Administration
State Prosecutor’s Office

Re: Creation of 16.505 -.2 FTE Poasition
Dear Director Deiss:

The Washington County District Attorney’s Office is requesting the creation of a 16.505 - 0.2
FTE position. Currently, Washington County District Attorney’s Office is funded by the State of
Wisconsin for 6.4 prosecutor positions — six full time positions and one part time 0.4 FTE
position.

However, In addition, for the past several years, Washington County was fortunate to have a
shared Assistant District Attorney position with Ozaukee County. It was a full time position
(with benefits) but the person worked some of the time in Ozaukee County and some of the time
in Washington County. The allotment was .6 in Ozaukee (three days a week) and .4 in
Washington County (2 days a week). This unique position served us well and was filled by
several different prosecutors. This position was an asset to our office.

In the past Budget cycle, the State increased the Ozaukee County 0.6 position to a 1.0 FTE
position. This left Washington County with a 0.4 position. The expetienced atlorney who was
in the shared position with Ozaukee County has taken the full time 1.0 position in Ozaukee
County. Therefore Washington Count currently has a vacant 0.4 FTE position,

The .4 FTE Washington County position (essentially 2 days a week) has had very few applicants.
I believe the lack of applicants is because the position does not come with health insurance and
other benefits, In order to obtain benefits, this position needs to be .6 or greater FTE. One
applicant has indicated significant interest in the position if the position had benefits. I believe
the Washington County position can be filled with an experienced prosecutor if the position
was a .6 position with benefits, If the position remains as a .4 position, | believe this position will
be extremely difficult to fill and our office will be disadvantaged because our office will have an
open .4 position for an extended period of time. Our office continues to handle extremely
complex criminal cases which require experience prosecutors.




I have been in contact with the Washington County Executive, Josh Scheemann, as well as the
Washington County Board, and the County has agreed to fund the .2 position (essentially
reimburse the State) for the duration of 2023 as well as for fiscal year 2024 and 2025.

On August 16, 2023, [ appeared before the Washington County Public Safety Committee and
they approved the attached resolution agreeing to fund .2 FTE (in order to make the position a
.6 FTE). The attached resolution is an agenda item before the full County Board on September
13, 2023 and [ have been told there will be no opposition to this resolution. Therefore, 1 am
requesting the creation of a 16.505 - .2 FTE position (in order to make the position a .6 FTE)
with the understanding that Washington County will reimburse the State of Wisconsin for the
equivalent of .2 FTE,

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Regpectiully submitted,

Dl

Mark . Bensen
District Attorney, Washington County

Encl. (Resolution)
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WASHINGTON COUNTY, WISCONSIN

Date of publication: 9-a1-202%
2023 RESOLUTION 28
District Attorney’s Office Staffing Change

WHEREAS, Washington County maintains a Countywide Staffing Plan. Such plan shali
indicate the type and number of positions currently authorized by the County Board together with
the existing pay range for said position. County departments are authorized to fill only those
positions listed in the Countywide Staffing Plan. Any changes to the staffing plan shall be
determined by the Washington County Board upon review and recommendation of the Standing
Committee; and

WHEREAS, in recent years, Washington County has shared a State-funded Assistant
District Attorey position with Ozaukee County - with 60% of the time (0.6 FTE) spent on
Ozaukee County cases and 40% of the time (0.4 FTE) on Washington County cases; and

WHEREAS, the 2024-2025 State Budget converted the position to full time in Ozaukee
County and retained the 0.4 FTE position in Washington County; and

WHEREAS, the incumbent in the previously shared position has accepted the position in
Ozaukee County, creating a vacancy in the 0.4 FTE position for Washington County; and

WHEREAS, the District Attorney’s Office has been made aware of an opportunity to
increase the position to 0.6 FTE and add benefits, making it a more desirable position; and

WHEREAS, for the State to agree to the change, Washington County would need to fund
the cost increment, estimated at $8,000 for the remainder of 2023 and $30,000 annually in 2024
and 2025;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Washington County Board of
Supervisors that the Disirict Attorney is authorized to contract with the State to fund the cost
increment for the Assistant District Attorney position.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Executive and District Attorney are
responsible to budget the ongoing costs in the 2024-2025 Budget.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the staffing plan shall be adjusted to incorporate the
changes proposed in this resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall become effective upon passage
by the Board of Supervisors, the County Executive and on the first day of the pay period following
publication as provided by law.
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VOTE REQUIREMENT FOR PASSAGE: 2/3 of members elect

RESOLUTION SUMMARY: Resolution amending the staffing plan for the District Attorney’s
Office, increasing a 4 FTE Assistant District Attorney position to a .6 FTE position and the District
Attorney is authorized to contract with the State to fund the cost increment for the position.

2

- Introduced by members of the PUBLIC SAFETY
COMMITTEE, as filed with the County Clerk.

Bradley?y&ern, County Attorney %7}/’

Dated Jfﬂi' 'q 2oz 3 / ' y %—’_
Chrristopher Bossert, Chairperson
Considered 9- (32023

Josh Schoemann, County Executive Adopted G-13-20213

Dated_ &6 5 £ b % Ayes 20 Noes o  Absent |
O Veto I Voice Vote

[l Partial Veto

(No levy impact in 2023. The contract for the position is to be funded in 2023 with significant
vacancy savings generated over the course of the year. The contract for the position will be
incorporated into the 2024-2025 budget presented to the County Board for approval.)
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