




 State of Wisconsin CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: November 15, 2023  
 
TO: Members of the Joint Committee on Finance 
 
FROM: Steven Little, Deputy Secretary 
 
SUBJECT: Request for approval of a Stewardship grant exceeding $250,000 
           
Pursuant to s. 23.0917(6m), Wis. Stats., the Department of Natural Resources is notifying you of a 
proposed Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant of $1,491,280 to the Badgerland Bird Alliance (formerly 
Madison Audubon Society) for the acquisition of approximately 330 acres in Dane County. The Knowles-
Nelson Stewardship program is funded under s. 20.866(2)(ta), Wis. Stats.  
 
I. PROJECT DETAILS: 
 
Project Sponsor: Badgerland Bird Alliance (BBA) 
 
Grant sub-program:  Habitat Areas  

Location:  The subject property is located in the Town of Christiana, southeast Dane County. Project 
maps are attached as Appendix A. 
 
Project Description:  The property has gently rolling hills with several elevated scenic views. Of the 330 
acres, 240 acres are cool season grasses which provide habitat for endangered species, including grassland 
wildlife, birds and breeding/migrating monarch butterflies. The remainder of the property has 18 acres of 
planted prairie with BBA assistance, as well as pasture for cattle grazing and woodland. The property has 
not been planted to row crops or had use of herbicide in over 30 years. 
 
BBA will construct a gravel parking lot on the south side of the existing driveway with a kiosk and 
interpretive signage. An observation area is planned for the high point on the west end of the property. 
Approximately 5.5 miles of trails will be available for the public to hike and ski. Historic and cultural 
information will be provided by the landowner, BBA and the Historical Society. This property is part of 
the original 16,000-acre Koshkonong prairie. 
 
Key benefits: This acquisition will protect habitat for endangered grassland birds, monarch migration, 
and other pollinator species. Threatened and endangered birds on the Department’s list of Species of 
Greatest Conservation Need will benefit from the acquisition. The acquisition will also provide public 
nature-based outdoor recreation and education in a high population area of the state and will preserve the 
scenic views and rural character of the property according to Town planning and landowner wishes.  
 
Partnerships: 

• Dane County Conservation Fund ($745,640 pending contribution). 
• Town of Christiana passed a resolution in favor of protection of the Gunnulson property (attached 

as Appendix B). 
• Groundswell Conservancy, The Prairie Enthusiasts, and Driftless Area Land Conservancy 

provided letters in support of this acquisition (attached as Appendix C). 
• Groundswell Conservancy and The Prairie Enthusiasts will provide prairie seed from nearby 

Smith Reiner State Natural Area. 
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Project Goals: The Gunnulson Koshkonong Prairie acquisition advances objectives of several 
conservation and recreational plans: 

• BBA will continue to re-establish high diversity native prairie in the 16,000-acre original 
Koshkonong Prairie. 

• Provides breeding monarch habitat per the Wisconsin Monarch Collaborative Plan. 
• Preserves cultural history of the Gunnulson family as original settlers in 1841 from Norway in the 

Town of Christiana. 
• Links an additional preserve within the Department’s Glacial Heritage Area to nearby population 

centers for outdoor recreation and nature-based activities on restored habitat. 
• Consistent with the goals of the Town of Christiana Comprehensive Plan to preserve natural 

resources and protect the environment and to encourage land uses that are consistent with and 
contribute to the Town’s rural character. 

• Protects mapped wetlands on-site, ensuring the continued retention of floodwaters moving 
downslope to Koshkonong Creek. 

• Provides opportunities for research projects, career-training internship programs, and education 
for local schools, nonprofits and the public. 

 
Public Uses: The property will be open to the public for nature-based outdoor activities including 
hunting, trapping, hiking, cross-country skiing, fishing, and wildlife viewing. The property will also be 
open for snowshoeing, nature study, bird watching, research and youth education. 
 
Property Management:   The property will be managed by BBA according to a Land Management Plan 
approved by the Department.  
 
Timetable:  Pending grant approval, BBA plans to close on this property no later than March 2024.  
 
 
II. PROJECT FINANCES 
 

A. Appraisals 
As required by s. 23.0917(7)(e)1., Wis. Stats., two appraisals were used to determine the fair 
market value of the land.  
 
Appraisal 1 $2,977,000 
Appraisal 2 $3,145,000 
Value approved by Department $2,977,000 

 
B:  Grant Calculation:  

Approved land value $2,977,000 
Eligible related transaction costs $5,560 
Total eligible project costs $2,982,560 
 
Dane County Conservation Fund (pending) $745,640  
Badgerland Bird Alliance match $745,640 
Proposed Stewardship grant amount 50% $1,491,280 
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III. RECOMMENDED: 
 
 
 _____________________________________________  __________________ 
 Terry Bay, Director, Bureau of Facilities and Lands  Date 
 
 

_____________________________________________  __________________ 
 Tim Cooke, Administrator, Internal Services Division  Date 
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Appendix A. Project Maps. 
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Appendix B. Local Resolution. 
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Appendix C. Letters of Support. 
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October 26, 2023 
 
Matt Reetz 
Executive Director, Badgerland Bird Alliance 
1400 East Washington Ave., Suite #170 
Madison, WI 53703 
 
Re: Letter of support for Badgerland Bird Alliance (Madison Audubon Society) stewardship grant 
 
Dear Matt,  
 
The Prairie Enthusiasts is devoted to protecting and stewarding threatened fire-dependent ecosystems. Intact prairie 
and savanna are increasingly difficult to find, and as such, the multitude of animals, insects, plants and more are 
experiencing population declines. Because of how few prairies exist today, it is imperative that these rare places be 
protected.  
 
The Prairie Enthusiasts have been the grateful recipients of Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Grant for land protection in 
the Madison area. This area is now home to rare species such as Henslow’s sparrows, pickerel frogs, regal fritillaries 
and more. The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program is an important resource for the life that the land supports and 
for the people looking to connect with that land.  
 
That’s why we are supportive of a Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Grant being awarded to the Badgerland Bird 
Alliance for the protection of 348 acres in southeast Dane County. We are grateful to Badgerland Bird Alliance for 
their ambition and efforts to protect such rare habitat.  
 
We are passionate about igniting relationships with the land, and this project aligns with that passion. Protecting this 
ecosystem will provide opportunities for research projects and educational programming, as well as be a place for 
people to connect with the land through hunting, hiking and more.  
 
We hope the Joint Committee on Finance agrees with the benefits of this project and supports the grant application.  
 
With all best wishes, 

 
Debra Behrens 
Executive Director  
The Prairie Enthusiasts 
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