




 State of Wisconsin CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: January 19, 2023  
 
TO: Members of the Joint Committee on Finance 
 
FROM: Steven Little, Deputy Secretary 
 
SUBJECT: Request for approval of a Stewardship grant exceeding $250,000 
           
Pursuant to s. 23.0917(6m)(a) and (c), Wis. Stats., the Department of Natural Resources is notifying you 
of a proposed Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant of $812,100, to the Town of Westport for the 
acquisition of 94.18 acres in the Town of Westport. The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship program is funded 
under s. 20.866(2)(ta), Wis. Stats.  
 
I. PROJECT DETAILS: 
 
Project Sponsor: Town of Westport 
Grant Sub-Program:  Urban Green Space & Urban Rivers  
 
Location: The subject property is located along CTH M, in the Town of Westport, Dane County. 
The property is located adjacent to the Town Hall and Town Center Park. The public will utilize existing 
Town parking lots to access the property. Project maps are attached as Appendix A. 
 
Project Description:  The property is predominantly flat and open land. There are wetland grasses, trees, 
and brush in the lower areas. The upland part of the site is a mainly grassland, but there is a mowed turf 
area near Mary Lake Rd.  
 
Key Benefits: The proposed grant project will invest in the protection of 94.18 acres for open green 
space, public recreation and conservation. Acquisition of the property protects and enhances the existing 
wetlands and benefits wildlife habitat in the Lake Mendota watershed. The property will be an addition to 
the existing Town Center Park. The property’s hydric soils have capacity for stormwater retention during 
larger rain events.  
 
Partnerships: The Town collaborated with the following organizations and individuals to purchase this 
property:  

• Town budgeted funds and a resident donation 
• Dane County (Conservation Fund Grant) 
• Groundswell Conservancy (conservation easement on the property) 
• Seller-financing 

 
Consistency With Planning: The acquisition will advance the objectives of several conservation and 
recreational plans: 

• Protects the watershed for Lake Mendota, Lake Monona, and Lake Waubesa. 
• Provides for ecological restoration projects and some wetland restoration. 
• Protects unique natural resources including a large block of grassland/wetlands draining into Six 

Mile Creek and Lake Mendota. 
• Implements recommendations from Westport-Waunakee Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Outdoor 

Recreation Plan 2023-27. 
 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 54EC1978-791F-4EDC-91DD-F35CEB72C25D



Public Uses: The addition to the Town Center Park will be available to the public from 6:00 am – 
10:00 pm, seven days per week, 365 days per year. Users will be able to hike, cross-country ski, 
snowshoe, explore nature, and trap or hunt by permit. Fishing is allowed, however there is limited 
standing water in marshy areas and ditches. There are no prohibitions of nature-based outdoor activities, 
as defined in s. 23.0916(1)(b), Wis. Stats. Trapping and hunting will be managed by a Town permit 
system. The Department’s safety analysis for the site is attached as Appendix B. 
 
Property Management:   The property will be operated and maintained by the Town of Westport, 
consistent with their town park management policies and local ordinances. 
 
Timetable:  The Town acquired the property within one year of their Stewardship grant application and 
the Department provided a waiver of retroactivity, per NR 51.907(1)(b). 
 
II. PROJECT FINANCES 
 

A. Appraisals 
Per s. 23.0917(7)(e)1., Wis. Stats., two appraisals were used to determine the fair market value of 
the land. The property value used for grant calculation is based on the lower acceptable appraisal 
report. Appraisal 1 was completed in advance of the Town’s Stewardship application and valued 
the entire parcel (approximately 108.18 acres) at $5,410,000. Appraisal 2 was contracted by the 
Department and valued the parcel at $5,400,000. The Town subsequently decided to exclude 
approximately 14 acres from their grant application to allow for construction of sports fields, 
which are ineligible for Stewardship funding. The lower appraisal (Appraisal 2) was revised by 
the appraiser and valued the remaining 94.18 acres at $4,700,000. 
 
Appraisal 1 (108.18 acres) $5,410,000 
Appraisal 2 (108.18 acres) $5,400,000 
Appraisal 2 revised (94.18 acres) $4,700,000 
Value accepted by Department $4,700,000 

 
B:  Funding Sources:  

             Town of Westport (budgeted funds, financing, and donation):    $2,227,900 
Groundswell Conservancy:            $830,000 
Dane County Conservation Fund:          $830,000 
Proposed Stewardship Grant:                                                            $812,100  
Total project costs                                                                           $4,700,000 

 
III. RECOMMENDED: 

 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________ _________________ 
Terry Bay, Director, Bureau of Facilities and Lands  Date 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________ __________________ 
Tim Cooke, Administrator, Internal Services Division  Date 
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Exhibit A. 
Project Maps 
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Exhibit B. 
Safety Analysis 
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