




 State of Wisconsin CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: January 19, 2024  
 
TO: Members of the Joint Committee on Finance 
 
FROM: Steven Little, Deputy Secretary 
 
SUBJECT: Request for approval of stewardship development grant exceeding $250,000 
           
Pursuant to s. 23.0917(6m)(a) and (c), Wis. Stats., the Department of Natural Resources is notifying you 
of a proposed Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program grant in the amount of $256,115 to Price County for 
the Solberg Lake Park Expansion development project.  The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship program is 
funded under s. 20.866(2)(ta), Wis. Stats.   
 
I. PROJECT DETAILS: 
 
Project Sponsor: Price County 
 
Grant Subprogram: Stewardship Local Assistance, Acquisition and Development of Local Parks 
 
Location: Solberg Lake Park is located in the Town of Worcester, Price County.  
 
Project Description:  The project will add 40 additional campsites with utilities as well as new road 
infrastructure and a vault toilet facility to support these sites.  Additionally, the project will improve 
existing trails and install a fishing pier in the existing park area.  A map and conceptual site plan for this 
project is attached. 
 
Public Benefit: Solberg Lake Park provides camping and recreation opportunities year-round.  It is a 
popular destination for the area, but the existing sites are small and hard to access for larger camper 
trailers.  This expansion will provide additional sites in an easy-to-access layout as well as road and 
facility support for the new sites.  The project will also improve the surface of existing walking trails to 
make them ADA accessible.  It will also install an accessible fishing pier to improve fishing access to 
Solberg Lake.  
 
Coordination with recreational planning:  This project will advance the purposes of the Stewardship 
Local Assistance, Acquisition and Development of Local Parks (ADLP) grant program and objectives of 
local and regional recreation planning efforts.  Specifically, the project is supported in the Price County 
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (2022-27).  Per the purposes of the Stewardship ADLP grant 
program, the park expansion will provide a new public nature-based outdoor recreation facility, enhance 
public access to the existing park area, and implement recommendations from both County and Town 
recreation objectives.   
 
Public Access: The Solberg Lake Park Expansion will be available to the public year-round, seven days 
a week, 365 days per year.  Users will be able to have access to all park amenities supporting camping, 
hiking, biking, picnicking, skiing, and fishing.  Price County is also developing a new ATV trail to 
connect the park to the county’s ATV trail system.  The county has received motorized grant funds to 
help fund both the new trail development and the park expansion. 
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Property Management:  Price County operates and maintains Solberg Lake Park, though they do have 
agreements with local clubs for trail maintenance and grooming of ski trails. 
 
Timetable:  Construction is scheduled to begin spring of 2024 and the expansion is estimated to be 
completed and fully open to the public by summer 2026. 
 
Partnerships: The Town of Worcester has offered to assist Price County with the construction of the 
project by providing staff and equipment. 
 
 
II. PROJECT FINANCES:  

 
Motorized grant funds  $160,140 

 Price County match  $527,377 
 Proposed Stewardship grant  $256,115 (27%) 
 Total project costs  $943,632 
 
III. RECOMMENDED: 
 
 
 

____________________________________________ _________________ 
Terry Bay, Director     Date 
Bureau of Facilities and Lands 
 
 
 
____________________________________________ __________________ 
Tim Cooke, Administrator    Date 
Division of Internal Services 
 
 
Attachments:   Appendix A-1 & A-2 – Conceptual site plan 
  Appendix B – Location map 
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