State of Wisconsin

SENATE CHAIR ASSEMBLY CHAIR
Howard Marklein i Mark Born

316 East, State Capitol
P.O. Box 7882
Madison. W1 33707-7882
Phone: {608) 266-0703

308 East. State Capitol
P.O. Box 8392
Madison, Wi 53708-8933
Phone: {608) 266-2540

Joint Committee on Finance

MEMORANDUM

He) Members
Joint Committee on Finance

From: Senator Howard Marklein
Representative Mark Born

Date: May 28, 2024
Re: 14-Day Passive Review Approval — DNR

Pursuant to s. 23.0917(6m), Stals., attached is a 14-day passive review request
from the Department of Natural Resources, received on May 28, 2024,

Please review the material and noftify Senator Marklein or Representative Born
no later than Friday, June 14, 2024, if you have any concerns about the request
or if you would like the Committee to meet formallly to consider it.

Also, please contact us if you need further information.

Attachments

HM:MB:jm
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State of Wisconsin

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES T Evers. G
101 8. Webster Street ony . Governor
Box 7921 Telephone 608-266-2621

. Toll Free 1-888-936-7463
Madison Wi 53707-7921 TTY Access via relay - 711 WISCONSIN

MAY 2 g 2024 | DEPT, OF NATURAL RESOURCES
<t Fienlé-

May 22, 2024

The Honorable Howard Marklein Co-Chair The Honorable Mark Born, Co-Chair
Committee on Joint Finance Cominittee on Joint Finance

Room 316 East Room 308 East

State Capitol State Capitol

PO Box 7882 PO Box 8952

Madison W1 53707 Madison, W1 53707

Dear Senator Marklein and Representative Born:

Pursuant to s, 23.0917(6m)(a), (c) and (dr), Wis. Stats., the Department is notifying you as co-chairs of the
Commnittee on Joint Finance of a proposed grant of $37,880.00 from the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program to
Polk County for the Lorain acquisition. This is a request for approval to award 2024 fiscal year funds.

The Lorain acquisition is in the Town of Lorain in Polk County. Polk County and the Town of Lorain have issued
resolutions in support of this acquisition project,

The entire 40 acres will be enrolled into the County Forest Program and managed consistently with s. 28.1 1, Wis.
Stats., which ensures that the land will be managed for optimum production of forest products together with
recreational opportunities, wildlife, and watershed protection.

The property will be open for all nature-based outdoor activities, as defined in s. 23.0916(1)(b), Wis. Stats. The
project will connect Polk County Forest and McKenzie Creek State Wildlife Area to provide a large contiguous
area of public forest lands while ensuring continued forest management on productive forest lands and increasing
recreational opportunities.

As provided in 5. 23.0917(6m)(a), Wis. Stats., if the Department does not receive notification of the scheduling of
a hearing from either of the Joint Committee on Finance co-chairpersons within 14 working days from submission
of this letter, the Department will award this grant,

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Doc};signed by:

ol

TASDFE3497144B5...
Steven Little

Beputy Secretary

C Tim Cocke, Administrator, Internal Services Division
Doug Brown, County Forest & Public Lands Specialist, Bureau of Forestry Field Operations

ev?stggir}%%‘{gov Naturally WISCONSIN {ﬁmr’
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CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM State of Wisconsin

DATE: May 22, 2024

TO: Members of the Joint Committee on Finance
FROM: Steven Little, Deputy Secretary

SUBJECT: Request for approval of a Knowles-Nefson Stewardship grant award for land acquisition north
of Highway 64,

Pursuant to s, 23.0917(6m)(a), (c) and (dr), Wis. Stats., the Department of Natural Resources is notifying
you of a proposed Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant in the amount of $37,880.00 to Polk County for
acquisition of a 40-acre property known as the Lorain acquisition. The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship
program is funded under s. 20.866(2)(ta), Wis. Stats. This is a request for approval to award fiscal year
2024 funds.

Polk County and the Town of Lorain have approved resolutions in support of the acquisition project.

PROJECT DETAILS:

Project Sponsor: Poik County

Grant Sub-Program:  County Forest acquisition

Location: The land is in the Town of Loraine, accessible via County Highway O and

existing County Forest

Project Description: This 40-acre property connects Polk County Forestry lands and McKenzie Creek
State Wildlife Area to provide access to a large contiguous block of public lands. The property is 95%
productive and consists of approximately 32 acres of 15-year-old aspen, six acres of mature cak/northern
nardwoods and two acres of wetlands. The property has moderate to flat slopes and road infrastructure for
future logging and recreation is already established,

This acquisition had been identified by Polk County as a long-term investment for timber production,
recreation and watershed protection, accomplishing major goals of the Comprehensive Land Use Plan. This
tract will be incorporated into the Stewardship and County Forest programs and managed according to the
County’s Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan. Project area maps are attached as Appendix A,

Project Benefits: County acquisition of this property will:
e Secure additional blocking to existing County Forest lands for forest management activities and
public recreational use.
»  Connect two existing blocks of public land to provide contiguous public land ownership and access
for recreational activities,
« Ensure connectivity of important recreational trails:
o Ice Age National Scenic Trail
o State-funded snowmobile trail
¢ Add additional productive forest to County holdings, as approximately 95% of the acquisition is
productive.
Support the ongoing partnership with the local Poik County Snowmobile/ATV Council, Ice Age Trail
Alliance and the Wisconsin Department of Naturat Resources Forestry, Recreation and Wildlife staff,
Address several goals and objectives of the current Polk County Comprehensive Land Use Plan.
o Land improves management efficiencies such as reducing the length of private/public
boundaries and improving access to existing county forest,
o Increase the county’s inventory of productive timberland and provide a consistent source of
raw material to the forest products industry.
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o Conserve surface and groundwater, maintain undeveloped shoreline, and increase public
access to water features,

¢ Provide for prionity trail connections and expansions or reduce or eliminate existing user
conflicts.

o Will not result in unreasonable negative impact to the local tax collections as determined by
the Environmental Services Committee.

* Address two primary goals of the current Polk Couniy Outdoor Recreation Plan.

o Investigate and establish recreational trail connections. Maintain and rehabilitate existing
recreational (rails.

o Through the coordinated efforts of private and public recreation interests, protect the
resources upon which our recreational activities depend in an efficient and cost-feasible
manner.

+ Provide economic and tax benefit to Polk County and the Town of Lerain by having lands enrolied
in the County Forest Law, in comparison to current ownership which is a non-profit organization and
therefore, not a tax base.

o Town of Lorain will have a net increase of approximatety $114/year by having the lands
enrolled in County Forest Law,

Polk County and Town of Lorain have issued resolutions in support of this acquisition project. The
resolutions are attached as Appendix B,

Public Uses: The parcel will be open to the public year-round for hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking, cross-
country skiing, snowshoeing, biking, horseback riding and motorized recreation. The Department’s analysis
of the permitted nature-based outdoor activities is attached as Appendix C.

Property Management: The property will be enrolled into the County Forest Program and managed
consistently with s. 28,11, Wis. Stats., which ensures that the land will be managed for forest products
production, recreational opportunities, wildlife, and watershed protection. Management will occur
according to the Polk County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan, as approved by the Department.

PROJECT FINANCES:

A. Appraisals: Pursuant to s. 23.0917(7)(e), Wis. Stats., land value was determined by a DNR-reviewed
and accepted appraisal valuing the subject property at $72,000.00.

B. Grant Calculation

Land value accepted for grant $72,000.00
Grant-eligible associated costs $3,760.00
Total eligible project costs $75,760.00
Proposed Grant Award (50%) $37,880.00
I RECOMMENDED:
~—~-DacuSigned by:
Turry Day 5/22/2024 | 1:43 PM CDY
Terry gay, Birector, Bureau of Facilities and Lands Date
~——DocuSigned by:
Tim (soke. 5/28/2024 | 10:25 AM CDT

— OTHIUGF [R7ETE60 « . -y . .
Tlmotfly Cooke; Administrator, Division of Internal Services Date
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Appendix A. Project Maps
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Polk-Lorain Acquisition

Proposed Stewardship Grant T37N R15E Sec. 19
Sponsor: Polk County Town of Lorain
Approximate Total Acreage: 40 County: Polk

o
]
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Real Estate Section
Bureau of Facilities and Lands

| i
| Apr25,2024 lec
E

This map is for informational purposes only and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering or surveying purposes. The user is solely rasponsible for verifylng the
aceuracy of infermation before using for any purpose. By using this product for any purpose user agrees to be bound by all disclaimers found here: hilps://dnr.wisconsin.govilegal.
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Proposed Stewardship Grant
Sponsor: Polk County Town of Lorain
County: Polk

Polk-Lorain Acquisition

T37N R15E Sec. 19
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Appendix B. Local Resolutions
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19

26

29
30
31
32
33

Resolution No. 01-24

RESOLUTION TO APPLY FOR KNOWLES-NELSON STEWARDSHIP FUNDING FOR
PARCEL #: 034-00395-0000 IN TOWN OF LORAIN

TO THE POLK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS:

WHEREAS, the Environmental Services Committee would fike to purchase the below described lands to
add to Polk County Forest consisting of 40 acres: Government Lot Seven (7) of Section Nineteen (19),
Township Thirty-Seven (37) North, of Range Fifteen (15) West, Town of Lorain, Polk County Wiscensin,
Parcel # 034-00395-0000; and

WHEREAS, the County Board has the authority to acquire said property for the purpose of establishing
County Forest Land pursuant to ss. 28.10 Wis. Stats; and

WHEREAS, the acquisition policy and boundaries are outlined and defined in Chapter 400 of the Polk
County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan, as approved for years 2021-2035 by the Polk County
Board of Supervisors on the 15" day of December, 2020 adopted with Resolution No. 54-20; and

WHEREAS, acquisition of this property will perpetually provide forest products to our locat economy,
revenues to the County, outdoor recreation opportunities to the public, and improve property
administration on the County Forest; and

WHEREAS, the County is eligible to apply for grant funding through the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship
grant program pursuant to ss, 23.0953 Wis. Stats; and

WHEREAS, said funding may provide funding for up to 50% of the acquisition price; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Polk County Board of Supervisors that the County
requests the grant funding available from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources under the
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Land Acquisition grant program; and

HEREBY AUTHORIZES, the Palk County Forest Administrator to act on behalf of Polk County: submit an
application to the State of Wisconsin for land acquisition grant funding; sign documenis and take
necessary action to undertake, direct, and complete an approved land acquisition project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Polk County will comply with State rules for the program and meet the
financial obligations under the grant.
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Resolution No., 01-24

RESCGLUTION TO APPLY FOR KNOWLES-NELSON STEWARDSHIP FUNDING FOR
PARCEL #: (34-00395-0000 IN TOWN OF LORAIN

VOTE BY ROLL CALL

RESOLUTION SPONSOR(S}):
4 — Board Members Aye | Nay | Excu.
Lol ) =
X X ] ) Route
Brad Olson Kim O'Conneli Warndahl
x Wood
% . LaBlanc
Doug Route Amy Middieton
Ruck
X % McAfee
Steve Warndahl Jay Luke Hall
O'Connell
X X Middleton
Ryan Wood Denise L'Allier-Pray Luke (< fevmersen
L'Allier-Pray
X X A d £ Ay s § T e
Tracy LaSianc Russ Arcand eang > Vice Chairy
Simones
X X Bonneprise (vies Chor
fan Ruck CJ Simones BOARE ACTION
X X Vote Reguired:
Barbara McAfee John Bonneprise Motion to Approve Adopted
X « ?Sj LaBlanc Deleated
Jeremy Hall Emil Norby, Administrator 2% oyConnell
Yes: No: Excu:

COMMITTEE(S) REVIEW & RECOMMENDATION

Committee 1; Environmenial Services
X Recommended
{1 Not Recommended
{1 Neutral

Committee 2: select a Committee
O Recommended
[0 Not Recommended
O Neutral

X Approved by unanimous voice vole
[0 Approved by majority voice vole
L] Defealed by lack of majority voice vote

Certification:

|, Shabana Lundeen, Clerk of Polk County, hereby certify that the above is a true
and correct copy of a resolution that was adopled on the_16th day of January |,
2423 by the Polk County Board of Supervisors.

Sabiasne Lo

Shabana Lundeen, Polk County Clerk

RESOLUTION REVIEW COMPLETED BY:

WM@@ 7

Malia Malo orpg a}' Counsel

Emil Norby Admirfistrator

P

Don Wertham, Finance Director

.#.igéai' & Légal Ifn.b.éct{s):

Because the land is to be purchased with a 0% DNR
loan and the loan repaid with stumpage revenue over
time, no negative fiscal impact is anticipated.




DocuSign Envelope 10: 4£36C569-5EFF-4603-A35C-7TBD6EFO8DE5A1

Doa3
Resolution Number 23- 2.

ARESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF KNOWLES-NELSON STEWARDSHIP

PROGRAM GRANT AWARD FOR ACQUISITION OF 40-ACRE PARCEL

(PARCEL# 034-00395-0000) INTHE TOWN OF LORAIN, POLK COUNTY
WISCONSIN

WHEREAS, the mission of the Polk County Forest is to provide, protect and manage forest
resources for the environmental! and social benefits, on a sustamable basis for preseat and future
generations; and

WHEREAS, Pollt County is actively working on acquiring 40 actes of productive forest and
recreational land utilizing the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Grant to add to county forest; and

WHEREAS, the puipose of acquiring lands is to perpetually provide forest products to the local
economy, revenues to the County, outdoor recreational opportunitizs to thf., pubhc and ptowde
fo: the most efﬁuunt adlmmstrallon of the County Forest; and :

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I't RESOLVED, that the Town of Lovain suppotts the efforts.of
Polk Coumy to auqune a 40-acre prreel; Parcel # 034-00395-0000 located in 37N 15W SbC i9m
the Town ‘of Lmam for the purposc of forestry, conservation, and outdoor rccrt,dtlon

Adnpted this 14h day of Scptembet, 2023.

Roger Owens- Chalrperson

%;QW—

Duane Truehart Supervssor ' ) Steven Larson- Superwsor ', N

B SOWA W

Susan Hilghes, Town (lerk
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Appendix C. Public Use Analysis
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Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Grant Program DNR Staff Analysis of
Nature Based Outdoor Activities on
Projects Purchased with
Stewardship Grant Funds

Rev. August 2012

tewardship

NOTE TO DNR STAFF: This completed form will be altached (o the NBOA nalice that the DNR will publish when considering a request for
Stewardship grant funding. Do not list location information for the subject property or the sefler's name because Wi courts have heid that this
informafion is confidential untit land ownership has changed hands. In “Stalf Narrative” sections below each NBOA, summarize sponsor’s
reason for prohibition.

Applicant! Sponsor POLK COUNTY FOREST Year of application: 2024
Project name and primary purpose {after acquisition): "Lorain Land” tract acquisition — adding crilical property for core
recreation and productive limber for contiguous public lands for nature-based recreation.

Parcel size, shape and topography: ~40 acres of timber tands. Generaliy flat, contiguous 1o couhty forest property on one
side and connects fo McKenzie Creek State Witdlife Area,

Plan(s} or reports identifying project area as priority: Polk County Forestry Comprehensive plan.

Proposed NBOA — Applicant Narrative and Checklist

HUNTING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property will be open to hunting.

X No prohibitions being proposed

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check ali that apply.

O The sponsor is within its own municipality boundary

O Parcel is within 100 yards of building devoted to human occupancy
O Parcel is within 50 feet of the center fine of highways & roads

(] Parcel is within 1700 feet of school grounds, hospital, ar sanatcrium
(] Ordinance exists ~ :

] Discharge or carrying a weapon [ Hunting within park [ Throwing or shooting missiles, arrows, spears, elc.

O visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safety issuas and
impact one or more NBOA's activities.

[ parcel is adjacent 1o a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibiled already exists,

0 parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.

[ Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

O Project will be transfarred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.
Unique plant and animal communities factors considered, check all that apply.

[ Federal listed endangered species [ State listed endangered species
{1 Federal listed threatened species O State listed threatened species
U Federal listed species of special concern [] State listed species of special concern

- Allowable épe_cies (Gun} Allowable species {(bow) List ?ateslSeaso?s
i {0 5 ' {opening and closing) |
Walerfowl Per state regulations Per state regulations Per state regulations
Small Game Per state regulations Per state regulations Per state regulations
Turkey Per state regulations Per state regulations Per state regulations
Large Game Per state regulations Per state regulations Per state regulations
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TRAPPING

DNR Staff Narrative: Properly will be open to trapping.

X No prohibitions being proposed

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.
{1 size/shape of parcel

{1 The sponsor is within its own municipality boundary

{1 Parcel is within 100 yards of building devoted to human occupancy and per s. NR 13.(1)(b)(12), the following traps
are prohibited: conibear body gripping traps {with jaws wider than 60 sq. inches) and cabie restraints.

O ordinance exists that prohibits trapping or seme type of {rapping,

O visitor's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safely issues and
impact one or more NBOA's activities.

U Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists,

(1 Parcel is adjacent to a public waterway,

[J Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

] Project will be transferred to an eligible partner spansor with ordinance prohibiting activity,

Unigue plant and animal communities factors considered, check all that apply.

[J Federal listed endangered species L] State listed endangered species
[} Federal listed threatened species L[] State listed threatened species
B Federai listed spemes of Spe(:lai concern O state Ilsted species of special concern
RIS IR "~ List Dat ]
Locatlon REEATE TR AEEowable Spec;es -a eslSeaso‘n
Rk {opening and closing)
Up!and Per state regula%lons Per state reguiations
Water Per state regulations Per state reguiations
FISHING

DNR Staff Narrative: no fishable water on the property

X No prohibitions being proposed

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors censidered, check all that apply.
O ordinance exists — [J

(1 visiter's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safety issues and
impact one or more NBOA's activities.

[ Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.
[ Parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.

U Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance
O Project will be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity,

Unique plant and animal communities factors considered, check ail that apply,

[l Federal fisted endangered species U state listed endangered species
L] Federal listed threatened species [] State listed threatened species
D Federal listed spemes of spemal concern D State listed spemes of speclal coneern

< List ﬂatesiSeasons
{openmg and closmg)

- .'Method Aiiowable Actwmes

Shore “TNA NA

Boat NA NA
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HIKING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property will be open to hiking.

X No prohibitions being proposed
If a prohibition is proposed:;
Public safety factors considered, check all that apply,

O visiter's expectations of safety at the site which include user conflicts that may create public safely issues and
impact one or more NBOA's activities.

L] parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists.

L] Parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.

[ Parcel is subjected to & nan-sponscr crdinance

L] Project will be transferred te an eligibie partner sponsor with ardinance prohibiting activity.

Unigque plant and animal communities factors considered, chack all that apply..

[ Federal listed endangered species L] state jisted endangered species

Ol Federal listed threatened species [ State listed threatened species

D Federal listed spemes of spectal concern L] State listed species of special concem
Locatlon R o S Allowable Activities . L Ist Dates ,

: : i {opening and closing)

On Trall Yes Year-round

Off-Trail Yes Year-round

CROSS COUNTRY SKIING

DNR Staff Narrative: Property will be open to cress country skiing.

X No prohibitions being proposed

If a prohibition is proposed:

Public safety factors considered, check all that apply.[] Visilor's expectations of safely at the site which include user
conflicts that may create public safety issues and  impact one or more NBOA's activilies.

Ul Parcel is adjacent to a parcel where the NBOA's to be prohibited already exists,

(] Parcel is adjacent to a public waterway.

(L] Parcel is subjected to a non-sponsor ordinance

LI Project wilt be transferred to an eligible partner sponsor with ordinance prohibiting activity.

Unique piant and animal communities factors considered, check all that apply.

U Federal listed endangered species [] State listed endangered species
L] Federal listed threatened species C] State listed threatened species
D Federal Ilsted spemes of spemal concern L] State listed specses of spemal concern

":.'Type of Trail : _--_'Allowable Actlwtles ; -List Dates _
_ Eh R N S (openmg and closing)
Off-Traﬂ (unngroomed) Yes Snow cover
On-Trail {un-groomed) | Yes Snow cover




