




 

State of Wisconsin
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: May 20, 2024 
 
TO: Members of the Joint Committee on Finance 
 
FROM: Steven Little, Deputy Secretary 
 
SUBJECT: Request for approval of a Stewardship grant north of State Highway 64  
           
Pursuant to s. 23.0917(6m), Wis. Stats., the Department of Natural Resources is notifying you of a proposed 
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant of $91,415 to Landmark Conservancy for the acquisition of 160 acres 
in Bayfield County. The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship program is funded under s. 20.866(2)(ta), Wis. Stats.  
 
I. PROJECT DETAILS: 
 
Project Sponsor: Landmark Conservancy 
Grant Sub-Program: Stream Bank Protection 
 
Location: The subject property is located in the Town of Barksdale, Bayfield County. Project maps 
are attached as Appendix A.  
 
Project Description: The land is mostly wooded, with a mix of northern hardwoods, red pine, aspen, 
and swamp conifer. The topography is level to rolling with steep slopes leading down to wetlands, springs, 
and over 3,000 feet of two-bank frontage on North Fork Whittlesey Creek, a Class II trout stream that flows 
into the Whittlesey Creek National Wildlife Refuge. An adjacent stretch of the North Fork Whittlesey Creek 
is designated as an Outstanding Water Resource stream. The property is currently enrolled in Managed 
Forest Law and the timber stands have been actively managed. 
 
Key Benefits: The acquisition will protect water quality and fish habitat in the South Shore Lake Superior 
area and the Whittlesey Creek Watershed. Protecting the 160-acre parcel will also allow for continued forest 
management. The property is located in a Tier 1 Migratory Bird stopover and acquisition of the property 
will help to preserve this important habitat and provide for additional public, nature-based outdoor 
recreation. 
 
Partnerships: 

 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) – WI Coastal Management Program 
 Local resolutions of support (see Appendix B): 

o Town of Barksdale 
o Bayfield County 

 
Project Goals: The Whittlesey Creek acquisition meets or supports goals in the following plans: 

 Town of Barksdale Comprehensive Land Use Plan 
 Bayfield County Comprehensive Land Use Plan 
 State of Wisconsin Wildlife Action Plan 

o Lake Superior South Shore Stream – Conservation Opportunity Area 
o Superior Coastal Plain – Major Conservation Opportunity 

 US Fish & Wildlife Whittlesey Creek Wildlife Refuge Management Plan 
 Lake Superior Lakewide Action and Management Plan (LAMP) 
 Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) Action Plan 
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Public Uses: The property will be open to nature-based outdoor activities as defined in s. 23.0916(1)(b), 
Wis. Stats. 
 
Property Management: After acquisition, the property will be transferred to Bayfield County, who 
will manage it according to a land management plan approved by the Department. 
 
Timetable: Pending grant approval, Landmark plans to close on this property no later than March 1, 
2025. 
 
II. PROJECT FINANCES 
 

A. Appraisal 
 
Pursuant to s. 23.0917(7)(e), Wis. Stats., one appraisal was used to determine the fair market value 
of the land. The appraisal report was reviewed and accepted as meeting appraisal guidelines. The 
property value used for grant calculation is $176,000. 
 

B:  Grant Calculation:  
Approved land value $176,000.00 
Eligible related transaction costs                                                               $6,830.00 
Total eligible project costs $182,830.00  
 
NOAA – WI Coastal Management Program $71,648.00 
Contribution from seller $17,600.00 
Landmark Conservancy funds                                                                   $2,167.00 
Proposed Stewardship grant amount 50% $91,415.00  

 
III. RECOMMENDED: 
 
 

_______________________________________________ _________________ 
Terry Bay, Director, Bureau of Facilities and Lands  Date 
 
 
_______________________________________________ __________________ 
Tim Cooke, Administrator, Division of Internal Services  Date 
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Appendix A. Project Maps 
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Appendix B. Local Support Resolutions 
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