
Capitol 
Visitor’s Guide

Hours:  Building open daily 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. The Capitol 
closes at 4 p.m. weekends and holidays.
information desk:  Located in the rotunda, 
ground floor.
tours:  Daily Monday - Saturday at 9, 10, and 11 a.m., 
1, 2, and 3 p.m.; Sundays at 1, 2, and 3 p.m.  A 4 p.m. tour 
is offered weekdays between Memorial Day and Labor 
Day.  Tours start at the Information Desk in the rotunda 
and last 45 to 55 minutes.  Reservations are required for 
groups of 10 or more.  Call (608) 266-0382  7:30 a.m. 
- 4:30 p.m. Monday - Friday, or visit the Web site at 
www.wisconsin.gov/state/capfacts/tour_select.html.
obserVation deCk:  6th Floor, accessible from 
4th floor via NW or W stairways.  Open daily from Memo-
rial Day to Labor Day.  There is a small museum devoted 
to the Capitol at the entrance to the observation deck.
souVenirs: Available at the Information Desk, in-
clude books, postcards, miniatures, and tour videos.
Capitol poliCe:  Room B2 North.
HandiCapped entranCes:  At Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd., East Washington Avenue, Wisconsin  
Avenue, and West Washington Avenue.
parkinG:  Limited parking (meters) on the Capitol 
Square.  Several public ramps are located within two 
blocks of the Capitol.
food:  Vending machines in rotunda basement.
senate CHamber:  South wing, 2nd floor; visitors 
gallery, 3rd floor.
assembly CHamber:  West wing, 2nd floor; visi-
tors gallery, 3rd floor.
supreme Court HearinG room:  East 
wing, 2nd floor.
GoVernor’s offiCe and ConferenCe 
room:  East wing, 1st floor.
lieutenant GoVernor’s offiCe:  East 
wing, ground floor.

194 WISCONSIN BLUE BOOK  2007 – 2008

www.wisconsin.gov/state/capfacts/tour_select.html


Grand Army of the Republic Hall, Room 417 North.
Joint Committee on Finance, Room 412 East.
Senate Hearing Room, Room 411 South.
Additional hearing rooms are located on the 2nd and 
3rd floors of the Capitol.

attorney General’s offiCe:  East wing, 
1st floor. 
leGislatiVe offiCes:  To find a specific office, 
check one of the Capitol Directories located in the rotunda 
and on the ground floor of each wing.
HearinGs:  Information about the time and location 
of public hearings is posted at the entrance to each leg-
islative chamber.
HearinG rooms:  North Hearing Room, North 
wing, 2nd floor.

Capitol faCts & fiGures
ConstruCtion CHronoloGy:  

West wing: 1906 – 1909
East wing: 1908 – 1910

Central portion: 1910 – 1913
South wing: 1909 – 1913
North wing: 1914 – 1917

First meeting of legislature in building: 1909
Dedication: July 8, 1965
Renovation: 1990 – 2001 

statistiCs: 
Height of each wing: 61 feet

Height of observation deck: 92 feet
Height of dome mural: 184 feet, 3 inches

Height of dome (to top of statue): 284 feet, 9 inches 
Length of building from N to S & E to W: 

483 feet, 9 inches
Floor space: 448,297 square feet

Volume: 8,369,665 cubic feet
Original cost: $7,203,826.35 

(including grounds, furnishings, and 
power plant)

VISITOR’S GUIDE 195


