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LRB Number 21-1672/1 Introduction Number AB-0768 Estimate Type  Original

Description
considering post-traumatic stress disorder as a mitigating factor in sentencing certain criminal offenders

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

Under current law, when a court makes a sentencing decision concerning a

person convicted of a criminal offense, the court must consider three general requirements: the protection of
the public, the gravity of the offense, and the rehabilitative needs of the defendant, as well as other applicable
mitigating factors or specific aggravating factors to the crime. The specific aggravating factors are outlined in
current law. This bill creates a new mitigating factor.

Under this bill, when a court makes a sentencing decision concerning a person who is a military veteran and
has been diagnosed as suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder resulting from the person's military
service, the court may consider that diagnosis as a mitigating factor.

The sentencing decisions are used in determining whether a bifurcated sentence or probation is appropriate.
The costs to implement this bill are indeterminate at the state and local level. Judges would need to be familiar

with the new mitigating factors to consider when making sentencing decisions, which would require additional
judicial education or training.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications

None.



