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AN ACT to renumber 30.68 (9); and to create 30.68 (9) (a) of the statutes;

relating to: safe carrying capacity on a boat.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This bill defines the safe carrying capacity on a boat based solely on the
maximum allowed total weight of person, motor, gear, and other articles placed
aboard a boat and not on the number of persons allowed aboard a boat.

Current law prohibits a person from operating, and a boat owner from allowing
a person to operate, a boat that is loaded with passengers or cargo beyond its safe
carrying capacity, taking into consideration weather and other existing operating
conditions. Under current Department of Natural Resources Administrative Code,
“safe carrying capacity” is defined as either the maximum number of persons allowed
and the maximum allowed total weight of person, motor, gear, and other articles
placed aboard as displayed on the boat’s capacity plate, under normal conditions, or
less than the maximum number of persons or the maximum allowed total weight of
person, motor, gear, and other articles placed aboard as displayed on a boat’s capacity
plate when taking into consideration abnormal weather or other existing operating
conditions.

This bill codifies this definition of “safe carrying capacity,” but eliminates the
reference to the maximum number of persons allowed, instead basing the definition
solely on the maximum weight allowed.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:
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ASSEMBLY BILL 714 SECTION 1

SECTION 1. 30.68 (9) of the statutes is renumbered 30.68 (9) (b).

SECTION 2. 30.68 (9) (a) of the statutes is created to read:

30.68 (9) (a) In this subsection, “safe carrying capacity” means any of the
following:

1. Under normal conditions, the maximum allowed total weight of person,
motor, gear, and other articles placed aboard a boat as displayed on the boat’s
capacity plate.

2. Under abnormal weather conditions or other abnormal operating conditions,
less than the maximum allowed total weight of person, motor, gear, and other articles
placed aboard a boat as displayed on the boat’s capacity plate.

(END)



