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GENER.AL PROVISIONS. 

347.01. 'Words and phrases defined. Words and phrases defined III s. 340.01 are 
used in the same sense in this chapter mliess a different definition is specifically provided. 

History I 1957 c; 260. ., 

347.02 Applicability of chapter. (1) No provision of this chapter requiring vehi­
cles to be equipped in It Particular manner is applicable to any of the following vehicles 
unless the vehichris expressly included within or made subject to the particular provision: 

(a) Farm tractors and self-propelled farm implements; 
(b) Implements of husbandry; 
(c) Vehicles drawn by animals; ,. . 
(d) Road machinery or a trailer or semitrailer used to transport road machinery;, 
( e) Bicycles. ' .. 
(£) Tracklesll trolley busses purchased prior to July 1, 1958. 
(2) . No provision of this chapter requiring 01' prohibiting certain types of equipment 

on a vehicle is applicable when such vehicle is not operated upon or .occupying a highway. 
(3) Nothing in this chapter: shall. be construed to prohibit the use of additional pa.rts 

and accessories .on any vehicle not inconsistent with this chapter. 
Hiiitoryl 1957 c. 260, 615. 

347.03 Sale of prohibited equipment unlawful. No person shall sell for highway 
use any device, appliance, accessory or replacement part the use of which on a motor 
vehicle is mliawful • 

. HistorYI 1957 c .. 260. 

347.04 Owner responsible for improperly equipped vehicle. Any owner of a ve­
hicle n.ot equipped as required by this chapter who knowingly causes or permits such ve­
hicle to be operated. on a highway in violation of this chapter is guilty of the violation the 
same as if he had .operated the vehicle himself. 

History: 1957 c . .260. 
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347.05 Reciprocity agreements as to equipment. (1) The motor vehicle commis­
sioner, with the approval of the governor, is authorized to enter into reciprocal agree­
ments with the duly authorized representatives of other jurisdictions exempting the resi­
dents of those jurisdictions from details of vehicle equipment requirements of this state 
which are particularly burdensome to residents of such other jurisdictions operating ve­
hicles in this state, provided the law of ~uch other jurisdiction requires vehicles to be 
equipped in a manner rendering them substantially as safe as those equipped in the man­
ner required by the laws of this state. The agreements shall provide substantially like 
exemptions for residents of this state when operating vehicles in such other jurisdietion. 

(2) This section does not authorize reciprocity agreements as to laws governing the 
size and weight of vehicles. 

History: 1957 c. 260, 518. 
LIGHTING EQUIPMENT. 

347.06 When lighted lamps required.- (1) Except as provided in sub. (2), no 
person shall operate a vehicle upon a highway during hours of darkness unless all head­
lamps, tail lamps and clearance lamps with which such vehicle is required to be equipped 
are lighted. 

(2) Headlamps need not be lighted on a towed vehicle or on a vehicle having at least 
2 lighted adverse weather lamps on the front thereof and being operated under the cireum­
stances described in s. 347.26 (2) (b). 

(3) The operator of a vehicle shall keep all lamps and reflectors with which such 
vehicle is required to be equipped reaso:Qably clean and in proper working condition at 
all times. 

History: 1957 c. 260. 

347.07 Special restrictions on lamps and the use thereof. (1) Whenever a motor 
vehicle equipped with headlamps also is equipped with any adverse weather lamps, spot­
lamps 01' auxiliary lamps, or with any other lamp on the front thereof projecting a beam 
of intensity greatecl.' than 300 candlepower,now more than a total of 4 of any such lamps 
01' combinations thereof on the front of the vehicle Shall be lighted at anyone time when 
such vehicle is upon a highway. 

(2) Except as otherwise expressly authorized or required by this chapter, no person 
shall operate any vehicle or equipment on a highway which has displayed thereon: 

(a) .Any color of light other than white or amber visible from directly in front; or 
(b) .Any color of light other than red on the real'; or 
( c ) .Any flashing light. 
History: 1957 c. 260. 

347.08 Determining the visibility distance and mounted height of lamps. (1) 
Whenever this chapter states a requirement as to distance from which certain lamps 
and devices shall render objects visible or within which such lamps 01' devices shall be visi­
ble, such distance shall be measured during hours of darkness under normal atmospheric 
conditions and upon a straight, level, unlighted highway unless a different time, direction 
or condition is expressly stated. _ _ 

(2) Whenever this chapter requires a lamp or device to be mounted at a certain 
height, the distance shall be measured from the center of the lamp 01' device to the level 
gl'ound upon which the vehicle stands when such vehicle is without load. 

History: 1957 c. 260. 

347.09 Headlamps on motor vehicles. (1) No person shall operate a motor vehicle 
on a highway during hours of darkness unless. such ve,hicle is equipped as follows: 

(a) Every motor vehicle other than a motor driven cycle shall be equipped with at 
least 2 headlamps, which headlamps shall comply with the requirements and limitations 
set forth in sub. (2) and s. 347.10 and shall be mounted symmetrically with respect to the 
vertical- plane extending through the longitudinal axis of the vehicle with at least one on 
each side of the center of the front of the motor vehicle. 

(b) Evei'Y motorcycle shall be equipped with at least one and not more than 2 head­
lamps, which headlampsshall comply with the requirements and limitations set forth 
in sub. (2) and s. 347.10. _ 

( c) Every power driven cycle and motor bicyCle shall be equipped with at least one 
and not -more . than 2' hea-dlamps, which headlamps shall comply ,vith the requirements 
and limitations set forth in sub. (2) and s. 347.11. 

(2) EV61'Y headlamp on a motor vehicle shall be located at a height of not more than 
54 inches nor .less than 24 inches. . 

iIistury: 1957 c. 260. 

347.10· Headlamp specifications for motor vehicles other than power-driven cycles 
and motor bicycles. (1) Except as provided in sub. (4) ,the headlamps or the aux­
iliary driving lamp or the auxiliaq passing lamp or combination thereof on motor vehicles 
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other than power-driven cycles and motor bicycles shall be so arranged that the driver 
may select at will between distributions of light projected to different elevations. Such 
lamps may, in addition, be so arranged that such selection can be made automatically. 

{2) Multiple-beam headlamps shall comply withe the following requirements: 
(a) There shall be an uppermost distribution of light or composite beam so aimed and 

of such intensity as to reveal persons and vehicles ata distance of at least 350 feet ahead 
for all conditions of loading; . . . 

(b) There shall be a lowermost distribution of light or composite beam so aimed and 
of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least 100 feet ahead, 
and on a straight level road under any condition· of loading none of the high-intensity 
portion of the beam shall be so directed as to strike the eyes of an approaching driver. 

(3) No person shall sell after July 1, 1958 any new motor vehicle equipped with mul­
tiple beam headlamps and no person shall operate any motor vehicle sold new after July 1, 
1958 and equipped with multiple beam headlamps unless such vehicle also is equipped with 
a beam indicator which is lighted whenever the uppermost distribution of light from the 
headlamps is in use and which is not otherwise lighted .. Such indicator shall be so designed 
and located that when lighted it will be readily visible without glare to the driver of the 
vehicle so equipped. This subsection does not apply to motor driven cycles. 

(4) Any motor vehicle may be operated during hours of darkness when equipped with 
2 lighted lamps upon the front thereof capable of revealing persons and objects 75 feet 
ahead in lieu of lamps required by subs. (1) to (3) if such vehicle at no time is operated 
at a speed in excess of 20 miles pel' hour. 

History: 1957 c. 260. 
, , 

347.11 Headlamp specifications for power~driven cycles and motor bicycles. The 
headlamps on power-driven cycles or motm,' bicycles may be of the single-beam or multiple­
beam type but in either event shall comply with the following requirements and limita­
tions: 

(1) The headlamp shall be an electrio headlamp and the current shall be supplied by 
a wet battery and electric generator, by a current-generating coil incorporated into the 
magneto or by a generator driven directly by the motor by means of gea.rs, friction wheel, 
chain or helt. 

(2) The headlamp shall display a white light of sufficient illuminating power to reveal 
any person, vehicle or substantial object at a distance of 200 feet ahead and shall be so 
adjusted or operated that the glaring light rays therefrom are not directed into the eyes 
of the driver of any oncoming vehicle. 

(3) If the power-driven cycle or motor bicycle is equipped with a multiple-beam head­
lamp, the upper beam shall meet the minimum requirements set forth in sub. (2) and the 
lowermost beam shall meet the requirements. applicable to a lowermost distribution of light 
as set forth in s. 347.10 (2) (b). . 

(4) If the power-driven cycle or motor bicycle is equipped with a single-beam lamp, 
such lamp shall be so aimed that when the vehicle is loaded none of the high-intensity 
portion of light, at a distance of 25 feet ahead, projects higher than the level of the center 
of the lamp from which it comes. 

History I 1957 c. 260. 

347.12 Use of multiple-beam headlamps. Whenever a motor vehicle is being oper­
ated on a highway during hours of darkness, the operator shall use a distribution of light 
or composite beam directed high enough and of sufficient intensity to reveal a person or 
vehicle. at a safe distance in advance of the vehicle, subject to the following requirements 
and limitations: 

(1) Whenever the operator of a vehicle equipped with multiple-beam headlamps ap­
proaches an oncoming vehicle within 500 feet, he shall dim, depress 01' tilt his headlights 
so that the glaring rays are not directed into the eyes of the operator of the other vehicle. 

(2) Whenever the operator of a vehicle equipped with mUltiple-beam headlamps ap­
proaches 01' follows another vehicle within 500 f()et to. the real', he shall dim, depress, or 
tilt his headlights so that the glaring rays are not reflected into the eyes of the operator 
of the other vehicle. . 

History I 1957 c. 260. 

347.13 TaU lamps and registration plate lamps. (1) No person shall operate a 
motor vehicle 01' mobile home upon a highway during hours of darkness unless such motor 
vehicle or mobile home is equipped with at least one tRillamp mounted on the real' which, 
when lighted during hours of darkness, emits a red light plainly visible from a distance of 
500 feet to the real'. No motor vehicle originally equipped at the time of manufacture and 
sale with 2 tail lamps shall be operated upon a highway during hours of darkness unless 
both such lamps are in good working order; ..... . . . .. . 
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(2) Every t~ lamp on a vehicle shall be located at a height of n<;>t more ~han 74 inches 
nor less than 20 mches. 

(3) No person shall operate on a highway during hours of darkp.ess any motor vehicle 
upon the rear of which a registration plate is required to be displayed :unless such motor 
vehicle is equipped with a lamp so constructed apd placed as to illuminate with i white 
light the real' registration plate and ,render it. <}learly legible frqm Ii distance of 50 feet 
to the real'. Such lamp may be incorporated as part of a tai.1lamp or may be a sepllrate 
lamp. . '.' , ... '" .. ' - '.. . ,", . 

(4) Tail lamps and registration plate lamps shall be so wired as to be lighted when-
ever the headlamps or auxiliary driving lamps are lighted. ' , . , ., ' 

History: 1957 c. 260. 

347.14 Stop lamps. (1) No person shall operate a motor vehicle or mobile home 
upon a highway unless such motor vehicle or mobile home is equipped with at least one 
stop lamp mounted on the rear and meeting the specifications set forth in this section. 
The stop lamp on a mobile home shall be controlled and operated from the driver's. seat 
of the propelling' vehicle. A stop lllmp may be incorporated with a tail lamp'. No motor 
vehicle originally equipped at the time of manufacture and sale with 2 stop lamps shall be 
operated upon a highway unless both such lamps are. in good .working order. 

(2) A stop lamp shall be, so constructed as to ,be actuated upon application !o£ the 
service or foot brake and shall emit a red or amber light plainly visible and understandable 
from a distance of 100 feet to the rear poth during normal sunlight and during hoUl's. of 
darkness. ' 

History: 1957 c. 260. 

347.15 Direction signal lamps or devices. (1) No p(jrson shall sell·any. new,mo­
tor vehicle, other than a m?tor driven ~?le, unless s~ch m~tor vehlcleili ~quippedwith 
direction signal lamps meetmg the reqUlrements of this. sectlOn. No person shall operate 
on a highway any motor vehicle sold new after January 1, 1955, other than a 'vehicle 
which is operated pursuant to s. 341.47 (1) (b) or.a motor driven cycl(j"unless such'motol' 
vehicle is equipped with directipn signal lamps meeting the requirements of tIlls section. 
Any other vehicle may be equipped with such lamps. • '. . ..' 

(2) There shall be 2 direction signal lamps showing to the front arid 2 shoWing to the 
rear so as to indicate intention to turn right qr left. Both lamps showing to the f~'Ont shall 
be located on the same level and as widely spaced laterally as pr~cticable and. both l~ps 
showing to the real' shall be located on the same level and as WIdely spaced laterally as 
practicable. Such lamps shall project a flashing white 01' amber light visible to the front 
and a flashing red 01' amber light visible to the rear .. Direetioh signal lamps when in use 
shall be plainly visible and understaridablefrom a distance of 100' feet both during normal 
sunlight and dUl'ing hoUl's of darkness. When actuated, such lamps shall indicate Hie in­
tended direction of turning by flashing the lights sho'\Ving totlie front and~'eaJ,' on the 
side toward which the turn is made. . . " '.' . - -

(3 ) Vehicles equipped with direction signal lamps shall also. be equipp~d ,with a ,visible 
signal in the driver's compartment to indicate to the dri-:er 'Yheneither signal lam]? -is 
operating. .. " " 

(4) Vehicles sold new prior to J rily 1, 1958, are exempt from' the requirements of this 
section if they either comply with the requirements of s. 85.06 (15), statutes of 1955, or 
are exempt from the requirements of that section. 

History: 1967 c. 260. 

347.16 Clearance lamps and reflectors. ' (1) No pm'son shall operate on a highway 
during hoUl's of darkness any vehicle having a width at any Pal't' in excess of 80 inches 
unless such vehicle is equipped with: . ' ' 

(a) Two clearance lamps mounted on the front of the vehicle so· as w be 'visible' from 
the front; and ".' '" ' 

(b) Two clea,rance lamps mounted on the real' of the vehicle so as 00 be visible from 
the rear; and ." ' 

(c) Two reflectors mounted On the front and 2 reflectors .mo~ted on thereai; of the 
vehicle in such a manner as to indicate as nearly as possible the extreme width of the 
vehicle. 

(2) No person shall operate any of the following vehicles on a'high,vay during hours 
of darkness unless such vehicles are equipped as indicated:, . 

(a) Every truck tractor shall carry on the fr()nt 2elearance lamps, one at ea()h side. 
(b) Every trailer or semitrailer shall carry on the real' 2 reflectors, on~ on each side. 

If any trailer or semit~ailer is so loade~ 01' if of ~uch. dimensions as to ol;JscUre the stop 
light on the towing vehicle, then such traIler or semItraIler shall also be equipped with one 
stop lamp. . . . .. 

(3) Reflectorized material extending across the frill width of the vehicle and otherwise 
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meeting the mounting and visibility specifications for reflectors may be used in lieu of the 
reflectors required by this section. 

History: 1957 c. 260. 

347.17 Color of, clearance and marker lamps and reflectors. Whenever a vehicle 
is equipped 1vith cleararice lamps, sidemal'ker lamps or reflectors: 
. (1)' Those Clearance and marker lamps and reflectors mounted on the front or on the 
side neai' the front of the vehicle shall display 01' reflect an amber color; 

(2) Those cl~a;t'ance lamps and. marker lamps and reflectors mounted on the real' 01' 

on the sides near the rear of the vehicle, or on both, shall display or reflect a red color. 
'History:'. '1957 c" '260. 

, 347.18' MO)lntfng of clearance lamps and reflectors. (1) Whenever s. 347.16 re­
quires ·any reflector to be displayed upon a vehicle, each such reflector shall be mounted at 
a height not less than 16 inches.nor more than 60 inches above the ground on which the 
vehicle stands .. On vehicles which are more than 80 inches wide, the front and rear re­
flectors shall be mounted so as to indicate as nearly as possible the extreme width of the 
yehicle . .Any. required red re:filector on the rear of a vehicle may be incorporated with the 
taillalllp but~uch reflector shall meet all the other reflector requu'ements qf this chapter. 

(2) Whenever this chapter requires a vehicle to be equipped with clearance lamps, 
such lamps shall be mounted in such a manner as to indicate the extreme width of the 
vellicle, and as near to the .top thereof as practicable. 

~i~torYI ~957 c. 260. 

347.19 Visibility of clearance lamps and reflectors. (1) Every reflector required 
by s; 347.16 to be displayed upon a vehicle shall be of such size and characteristics and so 
maintained as to be readily visible during the hours of darkness from all distances within 
500 feet to 50 feet from the vehicle when directly in front of lawful upper beams of 
headlamps. 

(2) Front and rear clearance lamps when lighted shall be capable of being seen and 
distinguishedu'nder normal atmospheric conditions during hours of darkness at a distance 
of:500 feetfroni the front and rear, respectively, of the vehicle . 

. 'Hi~tory: 1957 c. 260. 

i347.20 Lamp or flag on projecting load. (1) No person shall operate on a high­
:ivay dllririg hours of darkness any vehicle with a load thereon extending more than 4 feet 
beJ'ond the rear of the bed or body thereof unless there is displayed at the extreme rear 
(mel of the load a red light or lantern plainly visible from a distance of at least 500 feet 
to the sides and rear. The red light or lantern shall be in addition to any tail lamp or 
clearance lamp which the vehicle is required to carry. 
" (2) No per~6n shall operate on a highway, at times other than hours of darkness, any 
vehicle with a load thereon extending more than 4 feet beyond the real' of the bed or body 
thereof unless there is displayed at the extreme rear end of such load a red flag or cloth 
not less than 12 inches square and so hung that the entire area is visible to the operator 
of a vehicle approaching from the real'. 

(3) . This section does not apply to vehicles loaded with loose hay or straw . 
. . IUstory: 19570. 269.' 

.. , 3,47.21' Lamps and flags on trains of agricultural vehicles and towed trucks. (1) 
No person shall operate on a highway during hours of darkness any train of agricultural 
vehicles authorized by s. 348.08 (1) (b) unless there is mounted on each side of every 
vehilfleiin suchtl'ain, including farm tractors and implements of husbandry, at least one 
lamp e~tting ~ l'edlight visible from a distance of 500 feet to the side of the vehicle on 
whiclpnounteQ. or, in lieu thereof, at least one red reflector visible from all distances within 
500 feet to 50 feet of the side of the vehicle when directly in front of lawful upper beams 
of headlamps. 

(2) No person shall operate on a highway, at times other than hours of darkness, any 
train of agricultural vehicles authorized by s. 348.08 (1) (b) unless there is displayed a 
red' flag at least 12 inches square on each rear comer of the rearmost vehicle in the train. 

(3) No person shall tow a motor truck on a highway, at times other than hours of 
darkness, unlesS a red flag at least 12 inches square is displayed upon the real' of such 
t<;>wcd truck, or unless s).wh towed motor truck is being transported in compliance with 
s. 341.47(1) (b). 

'. H~sto"'YI 1957 c. 260. 

347.22 Lamps on· farm tractors and self-propelled farm implements. (1) No per­
son shall operate.or park a farm tractor or self-propelled fru'm implement upon a highway 
during hours of dru'kness unless such tractor or implement carries the lighted headlamps 
and tail lamps which would be requu'ed of. other motor vehicles under similru' circum­
stances. 
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(2) No person shall operate or park a farm tractor or self-propelled farm implement 
upon a highway during hours of darkness with any lamp thereon showing any light to 
the rear other than red in color. 

History: 1957 c. 260. 

347.23 Lamps on highway maintenance equipment. (1) No person shall operate 
upon a highway during hours of darkness any road machinery or mowr vehicle used in 
highway construction or maintenance unless such vehicle or road machinery is equipped 
either as prescribed by par. (a) or (b): 

(a) A red lig'ht visible from a distance of 500 feet shall be displayed on each side of 
the front and on each side of the real' to give adequate warning of the presence of such 
vehicle or machinery and to show safe clem:ance for passing or overtaking vehicles; or 

(b) In lieu of the red lights prescribed by pal'. (a), 2 amber floodlamps may be used, 
one to be mounted on each side of the vehicle 01' machinery so as to illuminate its sides and 
its attachments, if any, to show safe clearance for passing or overtaking vehicles. Such 
floodlamps shall display an amber lig'ht of sufficient illuminating power to indicate safe 
clearance from a distance of 200 feet to the front and rear of such vehicle or machinery. 

(2) The lights specified in sub. (1) need not be displayed upon motor vehicles used in 
highway construction or maintenance work when such vehicles a,re traveling along' the 
highway at their normal operating speed in the ordinary course of traffic. 

(3) No person shall operate upon the left-hand side of a highway during hours of dark­
ness any road machinery or motor vehicle used in highway construction or maintenance 
unless such vehicle or machinery is equipped with an auxiliary lamp or lamps projecting 
a blue light visible from a distance of 500 feet from the front and rear. The lenses of 
such auxiliary lamps shall be not less than 6 inches in diameter and the lamps shall be 
mounted approximately midway between the extremities of the width of the vehicle or 
machinery and at the highest practicable point. 

History: 1957 c. 260. 

347.24 Lamps on nonmotor vehicles and equipment. No person shall operate on a 
highway during hours of dm.'kness any implement of husbandry or animal-drawn vehicle 
or any other vehicle not specifically required by law to be equipped with lamps or other 
lighting devices unless such implement or vehicle is equipped with at least one lighted 
lamp or lantern exhibiting a white light visible from a distance of 500 feet ahead and a 
lighted lamp or lantern exhibiting' a red light visible from a distance of 500 feet to the 
rear or, as an alternative to the red lamp or lantern, 2 red reflectors mounted as specified 
in s. 347.18 and meeting the visibility requirements of s. 347.19 may be displayed on t.he 
rear of such vehicle or implement of husbandry. 

History: 1957 c. 260. 

347.25 Special warning lamps on emergency vehicles and school busses. (1) An 
authorized emergency vehicle may be equipped with one or more flashing, oscillating or 
rotating red lig'hts and shall be so equipped when the operator thereof is exercising the 
privileges gTanted by s. 346.03. Such lights shall be so designed and mounted as to be 
plainly visible and understandable from a distance of 500 feet both during normal sunlight 
and during hours of darkness. No operator of an authorized emergency vehicle shall lIse 
such warning lights except when responding to an emergency call or when in pursuit of all 
actual or sllspected violator of the law, when responding to but not upon returning from 
a fire alarm or when necessarily parked on a highway in a position which is likely to be 
hazardous to traffic using the highway. 

(2) No person shall operate a ScllOOI bus or private school transportation vehicle 
which is painted as provided in s. 347.44 unless such school bus or private school trans­
portation vehicle is equipped with flashing red signals of a type and actuated in a manner 
approved by the commissioner of motor vehicles. No vehicle shall be eequipped with such 
flashing signals unless it also is painted as provided in s. 347.44. 

mstory: 1957 c. 260, 514, 674. 

347.26 Restrictions on certain optional lighting equipment. (1) GENERAL RESTRIC­
TIONS. A vehicle need not be equipped with the lamps specified in this section, but if a 
vehicle is equipped with any such lamps, no person shall operate such vehicle on a lligh­
way during- hoUl's of darkness unless such lamps comply with the requirements of this 
section and no person shall use such lamps in a manner inconsistent with this section. 

(2) SPOTLAMPS. (a) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not more than 2 spot­
lamps which shall be mounted at a height. of not less than 30 nor more than 72 inches. 

(b) No spotlamp shall be used as a substitute for headlamps. No spotlamp sllllll be 
used as an auxiliary driving light on any motor vehicle except when such spotlamp is set 
or adjusted so that the rays of light are projected directly upon the road surface at a 
distance not exceeding- 150 feet directly in front of the vehicle and to the right of the 
center of the tra,veled roadway. No spotlamp shall project any glaring light into the eyes 
of an approaching- driver. .~---- .~~, 
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(3) ADVERSE WEATHER LAMPS. (a) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not 
more than 2 adverse weather lamps which shall be mounted on the front of the vehicle 
below the level of the centers of the headlamps. 

(b) Adverse weather lamps shall not be used in lieu of heacUamps unless absolutely 
necesslU"Y in case of rain, snow, dust or fog and then only when a vehicle is equipped with 
2 adverse weather lamps mounted on opposite sides of the front of the vehicle and when 
both such adverse weather lamps are lighted. Whenever any vehicle is equipped with only 
one adverse weather lamp, both headlamps of such vehicle shall be lighted at all times 
when such adverse weather lamp is lighted. 

(4) BAOK-UP LAMPS. (a) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not more than 
2 back-up lamps which shall be so directed as to project a white or amber light illuminat­
ing the roadway to the rear of such vehicle for a distance not to exceed 75 feet. 

(b) No lighted back-up lamp shall be displayed on any vehicle upon a highway except 
when such vehicle is about to be or is being driven backward. Whenever a back-up lamp is 
lighted during hours of dm.'kness, the tail lamp or tail lamps on the vehicle displaying 
such lighted back-up lamp also shall be lighted. 

(5) IDENTIFIOATION LAMPS ON TAXICABS AND BUSSES. No person shall operate a motor 
vehicle regularly used for transporting passengers for hire displaying any lighting device 
for identification purposes other than a single illuminated sign or lighted lamp mOlmted 
above the top line of the windshield, colored white, amber or green. Such illuminated sign 
or lamp shall be so constructed as to emit a steady or flashing nongllU-ing light. 

(6) W AR.NING LAMPS ON TOW TRUOKS. The chief of police of any city or, when the 
owner resides outside of a city, the sheriff of the cOlmty may authorize' the owner of a 
motor truck equipped and used for towing or moving disabled vehicles to mount not to 
exceed 2 fixed flashing red lamps on the front of such truck. Such lamps may be lighted 
only when the truck is being' used to move a disabled vehicle along or upon a highway or 
when the truck is standing on or near the tra.veled portion of a highway preparatOl"Y to 
towing the disabled vehicle. Chiefs of police and sheriffs shall keep a record of all author­
izations issued by them pursumIt to this subsection. 

(7) WARNING LAMPS ON CERTAIN HIGHWAY VEHICLES. Any vehicle of the state high­
way commission 01' a county or muni<lipal highway depal·tment which by reason of its use 
upon a highway crea,tes a vehicular traffi<l hazard requiring the exercise of unusual care 
in approaching, overtaking' or passing may be equipped with a flashing red 01' amber lamp 
of the dome-light type 01' with 2 flashing red or amber lamps, one showing to the front 
and one showing to the rear. Such lamp or lamps shall be mOlmted approximately midway 
between the extremities of the width of the vehicle mId at the highest practicable point and 
shall be used only for the purpose of warning operators of other vehicles of the presence 
of the traffi<l hazard. 

(8 ) WARNING LAMPS FOR RURAL MAIL DELIVERY VEHICLES. Any vehicle used for l'Ul'al 
mail delivery may be equipped with a flashing amber lamp mounted above the top line of the 
windshield and sh01ving to the front and rear so as to wlU'n other motorists that the oper­
ator of the vehicle is stopped or about to stop to deliver mail or is preparing to resume 
operation on the highway after having stopped to deliver mail. Such lamp may be used 
only for the purpose specified in this subsection. 

History; 1957 c. 260, 432. 

347.27 When lighted lamps required on parked vehicles. (1) No person shall park 
01' leave a vehicle standing, whether attended or unattended, upon a roadway or the 
shoulde1' immediately adjacent thereto dUl-ing hours of darkness unless: 

(a) Such vehicle is parked or standing where there is sufficient lUiificia,llight to render 
it visible from a distance of 500 feet or is lawfully parked within t,he corporate limits of 
a city 01' village and in either case is equipped with at least one red reflector mounted on 
the rear thereof as neal' as practicable to the side of the vehicle which is closest to pass­
ing traffi<l and otherwise meeting the mounting and visibility requirements specified in 
ss. 347.18 and 347.19; or 

(b) Such vehicle displays one or more lighted lamps meeting the following require­
ments: 

1. At least one lamp shall display a white or amber light visible from a c1istance of 
500 feet to the front of the vehicle, and the same lamp 01' at least one othel' lamp shaH 
display a red light visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear of the vehicle. 

2. The location of such lamp or lamps shall always be such that at least one lamp 
0]) combination of lamps meeting the requirements of this section is installed as near 
as practicable to the siele of the vehicle which is closest to passing traffic. 

3. If the vehicle is equipped With 2 parking lamps and 2 tail lamps, both parking 
lamps and both tail lamps shall be lighted. 
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(2) Any lighted headlamps on a vehicle parked on a highway shall be depressed or 
dimmed. 

(3) In this section, "vehicle" includes flU'lll tractors and self-propelled fal'lll imple­
ments, implements of husbandry, animal-drawn vehicles and road machinery. 

History I 1957 c. 260. 

347.28 Certain vehicles to carry flares or other warning devices. (1) N() person 
shall operate a motor truck or motor bus more than 80 inches in width or a truck trllctor 
or road tractor on any highway outside the cOl'Porate limits of a city or village during 
holli'S of darkness unless such vehicle carries in a place readily accessible to the driver 
the following warning devices: ' 

(a) At least 3 pot torches or 3 red electric lanterns, each 6f which shall be, capable 
of being seen and distinguished at a distance of a,t least 600 feet under normal atrnos-' 
ph eric conditions during holli'S of darkness. If pot torches are carried in lieu Of red 
electric lanterns, at least 3 red-burning fusees shall be cal'Tied in addition to such pot 
torches; and 

(b) At least 2 red-cloth flags, not less than 12 inches squlU'e, with standlU'dsto support 
such flags. I 

(2) No person shall opemte upon a highway outside the corporate limits of a city 
or village during holli's of darkness any motor vehicle used for the 'transportation of 
explosives or any cargo tank truck used for the transportation of' flammable liquids' or 
compressed gases unless there is can'ied in such vehicle 3 red electric lanterns meeting 
the requiremnts of sub. (1). No pot torch or fusee or signal produced by flame shall be 
carried in any such vehicle. 

History I 1957 c. 260. 

347.29 Display of warning devices for certain vehicles when standing on highway. 
(1) Whenever any motor truck, motor bus, trailer or semitrailer more than 80 inc.hes in 
width or truck tractor Ol' road tmcwr is left standing, whether attended, or unattended, 
during holli's of dlU'kness upon the traveled portion of any highway or theshouli:ler' adja-' 
cent thereto outside the corporate limits of a city 01' village,the operatOl; of such vehicle 
shall display the following warning devices upon the highway dlli'ing the entire 'time the 
vehicle is so left standing and such devices shall be placed in the following' order: 

(a) A lighted fusee or lighted red electric lantern shall immediately be placed attlie 
traffic side of the vehicle in the direction of the nearest approaching traffic. If a lighted 
fusee was so placed, the driver shall replace such fusee with a lighted pot torch 01' lighted 
red electric lantern after he has placed the warning devices, specified in pa,rs. (b) and 
(c) and befo~'e the fusee burns out. , 

(b) A lighted pot torch or lighted red electric lantern shall be placed approximately 
100 feet from the standing vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by such vehicle and 
tDward traffic approaching in that lane. 

( c) One lighted pot torch or lighted red electric lantern shall be placed approximately 
100 feet from the standing vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by such vehicle arid 
in the opposite direction from the warning' device placed in accordance with par. (b).' 

(2) Whenever any vehicle referred to in this section is left standing, whether attended 
or unattended, within 500 feet of a curve, hillcrest 01' other obstruction to view, the 
warning signal in that direction shall be so placed as to afford ample warning to other 
wmrs of the highway, but in no case less than 100 feet nor more than 500 feet from the 
standing vehicle. ' . , 

(3) Whenever any vehicle of a type referred to in this section is left standing, whether 
attended 01' unattended, upon any roadway of a divided highwa,y dm'ing hom's of darkness, 
the appropriate WIU'11ing devices prescribed in subs. (1) and (4) shall be placed as 
follows: ' 

(a) One shall be placed at a distance of approximately 200 ,feet from the vehicle in 
the center of the lane occupied by the standing vehicle and in the direction of traffic ap-i 
proaching in that lane; 

(b) One shall be placed at a distance of approximately 100 feet from the vehicle in the 
center of the lane occupied by the vehicle and in the direction of traffic approaching in that 
lane; 

(0) One shall be placed at the traffic side of the vehicle and approximately, 10 feet 
from the vehicle in the direction of the nearest approaching traffic. 

(4) No operator of a motor vehicle used in the transportation of explosives, or of a, 
cargo tank truck used for the transportation of any flammable liquid or compressed flam­
mable gas shall use any flame-producing emergency signal for protecting any such vehicle. 
In lieu thereof, red elech'ic lantems shall he uRed, the placement of which shall be in the 
same order and manner as presCl'ibed in subs. (1) to ('3). , , ' 

(5) Whenever any vehicle of a type referred to in this section iS'left standing at any 
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place mentioned in this section at times other than during hours of darkness, the operator 
of tbe vehicle shall display 2 red flag's upon the roadway in the lane of traffic occupied by 
the standing vehicle; one at a distance of approximately 100 feet in advance of tbe vehicle 
and one at a distance of approximately 100 feet to tbe rear of the vehicle. 

(6) .The flares, fusees, red electri0lanterns and flags to be displayed as required in this 
section sball conform with the requirements of s. 347.28. 

(7) This section does not apply to vehicles standing on a highway in compliance with 
traffi0 regulations or the directions of a traffic officer 01' offi0ial traffic sign or signal. 

'History: 1957c. 260. 

'347,30 Penalty for violating lighting equipment requirements. (1) Any person 
violating s. 347.13 (3) may be fined not less than $10 nor more than $20 for the first offense 
arid' not less than $25 nor more than $50 for the second or subsequent conviction within 
a year. 

(2) Any person violating any provision of ss. 347.03, 347.06 to 347.12, 347.13 (1) or 
347.14 to 347.29 may be fined not less than $10 nor more than $200 or imprisoned not more 
than 30 days or both. 

History: 1957 c. 260. 
OTHER EQUIPMENT. 

,3~7.35Brakes. ,(1) MOTOR VEHICLES. No person shall operate any motor vehicle, 
other than a: lllotor driven 0ycle, upon a highway unless such motor vebicle is equipped 
with, ~rakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and hold such vebicle 
arid capable of meeting the performance specifications set forth in s. 347.36. There sball 
be2 separate means of applying the brakes, each of which means sball be effective to apply 
the bl'akes to at least 2 wheels. If these 2 separate means of applying the brakes are con­
nected. in. any way, they shall be so constructed that failure of anyone part of the oper­
ating m~cbanism will not leave the motor vehicle without brakes on at least 2 wheels. One 
of the means' of brake operation shall consist 6f a mechanical connection from tbe oper­
ating lever to the brake shoes or bands and this brake shall be capable of holding the 
vehicle, or combination of vehicles, stationUl'Y under any condition of loading on any up 
grade or Mwn g'rade upon which it is operated. 

(2) MOTOR DRIVEN oyOLES. No person shall operate a motor driven cycle upon a 
highway unless such motor driven cycle is equipped with at least one brake capable of 
meeting the performance specifications set forth in s. 347.36. Such brake may be designed 
to be operated either by hand or by foot. The brake on a power driven cycle shall be an 
enclosed brake of sound design with the disc or brake drum directly connected 01' integral 
with the rear wheel and with internal-expanding brake shoes or engaging discs. The design 
shall permit simple and easy adjustment to compensate for wear. If the brake control is 
band-operated, there shall be no other controls linked to it. 

(3) TRAILERS,' SEMrl'RAILERS AND TOWED VEHICLES. (a) No person shall operate on 
a highway any trailer, semitrailer or other towed vehicle baving a gross weight of 3,000 
pounds or more and manufactured after Janual'Y 1, 1942 lIDless such vehicle is equipped 
with brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and hold it. 

(b) This subsection does not apply to farm trailers or to disabled vehicles while being 
towe!'l.tp a place of repair or to automobiles or trucks while being towed or being trans­
p01'tedpursuant to s. 341,.47 (1) (b). 

(4) ,Mo]3IL1'l HOMES. No person shall manufacture and no person shan sell a new 
mobile. home. in this state unless such mobile home is equipped with brakes adequate to 

, control the movement of and to stop and hold it. No person shall operate on a highway 
any mobile home sold new after January 1,1940 unless such mobile home is equipped with 
brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and hold it. The brakes on a 
mobile,home shall beso designed as to be applied by the drivel' of the towing vehicle from 
the. driver's compartment. 

History: 1957 c. 260. 

!347.36 Performance ability of brakes. (1) Brakes on motor vehicles other than 
power driven cycles and brakes on combinations of vehicles shall be capable of bringing 
the vehicle or combination of vehicles to a stop, under normal conditions, within 50 feet 
when tl'aveling at a speed of 20 miles pel' hour. 

(2) Brakes on a power driven cycle shall be capable of bringing such vehicle to a 
stop within 35 feet when traveling at a speed of 20 miles per hour with a 150 pound rider 
andonalevel, ID'Y, hard surface free from loose material and with no wind. 

(3) All required brakes shall be maintained in good working order. 
Hi,storYI 1957 c. 260. 

347.38 Horns and warning devices. (1) No person shall operate a motor vehicle 
upon a highway unless such motor vehicle is equipped with a horn in good working order 
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and capable of emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of not less 
than 200 feet, but no person shall at any time use a horn otherwise than as a reasonable 
warning or make any unnecessary or unreasonably loud or ha.rsh sound by means of a 
horn or other warning device. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this section, no vehicle shall be equipped with 
nor shall any person use upon a vehicle any siren or compression or exhaust whistle. 

(3) Any vehicle may be equipped with a theft alarm signal device if such device is 
so alTanged that it cannot be used by the drivel' as an ordinary warning signal. 

(4) An authorized emergency vehicle shall be equipped with a siren, but such siren 
shall not be used except when such vehicle is operated in response to an emergency call 
or in the immediate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law, in which events 
the driver of such vehicle shall sound the siren when l'easonably necessa~l'y to warn pedes­
trians and other drivers. 

History: 1957 c. 260. 

347.39 Mufflers. (1) No person shall operate on a highway any motor vehicle sub­
ject to registration unless such motor vehicle is equipped with an adequate muffler in 
constant opemtion and properly maintained to prevent any excessive or unusual noise 
or annoying smoke. 

(2) No muffie1' 01' exhaust system on any vehicle mentioned in sub. (1) shall be 
equipped with a cutout, by-pass or similar device nor shall there be installed in the ex­
haust system of any such vehicle any device to ignite exhaust gases so as to produce flame 
within or without the exhaust system. No person shall modify the exhaust system of any 
such motor vehicle in a manner which will amplify 01' increase the noise emitted by the 
motor of such vehicle above that emitted by the muffler originally installed on the vehicle, 
and such original muffler shall comply with a.ll the requirements of this section. 

(3) In this section, "muffler" means a device consisting of a series of chambers of 
baffle plates or other mechanical design for receiving exhaust gases from an internal CQm­
bustion engine and which is effective in reducing noise. 

History I 1957 c. 260. 

347.40 Mirrors. No person shall operate any motor vehicle upon a highway unless 
such vehicle is equipped with a mirror so located as to reflect to the operator a view of 
the roadway for a distance of 200 feet to the rear of such vehicle. 

History I 1957 c. 260. 

347.41 Speedometers. No person shall operate on a highway any motor vehicle 
primru.'ily designed for use upon a highway unless such motor vehicle is equipped with a 
speedome,ter which with reasonable accuracy registers the speed of the vehicle. 

History I 1957 c. 260. 

347.42 Windshield wipers. No person shall operate on a highway any motor ve­
hicle equipped with a windshield unless such motor vehicle also is equipped with a device 
f01' cleaning rain, snow or other moisture from the windshield. Such device shall be so 
constructed as to be con,trolled or operated by the operator of the vehicle and shall at all 
times be maintained in good working order. 

History I 19·57 c. 260. 

347.43 SafeliY glass. (1) No person shall operate upon a highway any trackless 
trolley bus manufactured aftel' January 1, 1952, 01' any ollieI' motor vehicle manufactured 
after January 1, 1936, unless ~mch trackless trolley bus or motor vehicle is equipped with 
safety glass wh;erevel! glass is used thereon in partitions, doors, windows or windshields. 

(2) No person shall sell any new motor vehicle unless such vehicle is equipped with 
safety glass in accordance with the requirements of sub. (1). 

(3) In this section, "safety glass" means g'lass so treated 01' combined with other 
materials as to reduce, in comparison with ordinary sheet glass or plate glass, the likeli. 
hood of injury to persons by objects from external sources or by such glass when it is 
struck, cracked or broken. 

(4) If a common' carrier or person operating under a permit 01' certificate issued by 
the public se1-vl.ce commission is convicted of operating a vehicle in violation of this sec­
tion, the commission may suspend or revoke such permit or celtificate until such time as 
the vehicle has been equipped with saJiety glass as ~'equired by this section. 

History: 1957 c. 260. 

34;7.44 Painting requirements for school busses; restrlctions as'to painting of other 
vehielefj. :(1) E~cept as proyided in !!ub. (2), all !3chool busses shill be painted as fol. 
lows: ' 

(a) With the exception of fenders and trim, the body, including hood, cowl 'and roof 
shall be painted It uniform (lolor, national school bus chrome, according to naticm.aJ. burea)1 
of standards speeificatiolUf; 
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(b) The fenders and body trim, if used, shall be black; and 
(c) The words, "SCHOOL BUS", in black letters at least 8 inches high shall a,ppeaJ.' 

on both the front and real' of the body or on a sign attached thereto. 
(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to common carrier motor busses when used for the 

transportation of school children to and from extracmTIcular activities. The following 
vehicles may, but need not, comply with sub. (1): 

(a) Motor busses which ate used jointly as school busses and in reg1llaJ.' urban service. 
(b) School busses having a passenger-carrying capacity of fewer than 10 persons, 

including the operator. Passenger-carrying capacity shall be determined by dividing by 
20 the total seating space measured in inches. 

(c) Motor vehicles used for transporting pupils to and from private schools. 
(3) If a vehicle mentioned in sub. (2) (a) to (c) is painted as provided in sub. (1), 

it must also be equipped with flashing red signals of the type specified in s. 347,25 (2). The 
commissioner may by rule specify the size of lettering for those vehicles mentioned in sub. 
(2) (b) whose width limitations would make it difficult to comply with sub. (1) (c). 

(4) No owner of any vehicle using the highways shall paint or in any way designate 
his vehicle in the mannel' described in this section, except as expressly authorized by this 
section. 

History: 1953 c. 90; 1957 o. 360, 614, 674. 

347.45 Tire equipment. (1) All automobiles, motor trucks, motor busses, trackless 
trolley busses, truck tractors, trailers, semitrailers and mobile homes when operated upon 
a highway shall be completely equipped with tires inflated with compressed air and all 
other motor vehicles when operated on a highway shall be equipped ,vith tires of rubber 
01' of some material 01' construction of equal resiliency. No person shall operate on a high­
way any motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer or mobile home having any metal tire in contact 
with the roadway, except that tire chains of reasona,ble proportions may be used when 
required for safety because of snow, ice or other conditions tending to cause a vehicle to 
skid. 

(2) No person shall opel'ate on a highway any vehicle, including faJ.'m tractors, self­
propelled farm implements, implements of husbandry, animal-drawn vehicles and road 
machinery, if such vehicle has on the periphery of any of its tires any block, stud, flange, 
cleat, spike 01' other protuberance of any material other than rubber which projects beyond 
the tread of the traction surface of the tire, except that: 

(a) Farm tractors, self-propelled brm implements, implements of husbandry, animal­
drawn vehicles and road machinery may be operated with metal tires or tires having protu­
berances which will not injure the highway; and 

(b) Tire chains of reasonable proportions may be used on any vehicle when required 
for safety because of snow, ice 01' pther conditions tending to cause a vehicle to skid. 

(3) The authority in chaJ.'ge of maintenance of the highway in question may, in its 
discretion, issue a special permit authorizing operation upon such highway of a vehicle 
the operation of which would otherwise be prohibited under this section. 

History: 1957 c. 260. 

347.46 Fenders and mudguards. (1) No person shall operate a vehicle of the 
tractor type on a highway unless the driving wheels of such vehicle are protected by 
suitable fenders. 

(2) No person shaH operate on a highway in intercity movement any priva.tely owned 
motor truck or privately owned semitrailer drawn by a truck tractor, except those motor 
trucks and semitrailers equipped with dump bodies, unless such motor truck or semitrailer 
is equipped with rea,r fenders or mudgua.rds of such material and so constructed and placed 
as to restrict to a minimum the splashing of water, mud 01' other material which may be 
thrown by the rear wheels. Such rear fenders or mudguards shall meet the following mini­
mum specifications: 

(a) The fenders or mudguards shall cover the tire or multiple tires they aJ.'e protecting 
starting at the top from a line drawn vertically through the center of the axle and extending 
rearward and downwaJ.·d so that the fender or muclguaJ.'d under any condition of operation 
or loading of the vehicle has a ground clea.rance of not more than one third of the horizon­
tal distance from the center of the rearmost axle to the fender or mudgua.rd; 

(b) The fenders or mudguards shall be at least as wide as the tire or multiple tires 
they are protecting; 

(c) If the vehicle is so designed and constructed that the rear wheels are covered in the 
manner specified in pars. (a) and (b) by means of fenders, body construction or other 
means of enclosure, then no special mudguaJ.'ds are required. Otherwise, the vehicle shaH 
be equipped, with special mudgua.rds to the extent necessrury to meet the requirements of 
pars. (a) and (b). 

History: 1957 c. 260. 
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347.47 Drawbars, trailer hitches and mooile home couplings. (1) No :personshall 
operate a vehicle towing or drawing another vehicle or vehicles on a highway if the 
dJ:awbar or other connection between any 2 vehicles exceeds 12 feet in length; 

(2) No person shall operate a motor vehicle drawing a trailer, semitrailer or mobile 
home upon a highway unless the hitch or coupling attaching the trailer, semitrailer or mo­
bile home to the vehicle by which it is di'awli is of such construction agto causesttch 
trailer, semitrailer or mobile home to follow in direct line with the propelling vehicle 
without dangerous side swing or wobble. 

(3) In addition to the hitch or coupling specified in sub. (2), every such trailer or 
semitrailer, except those drawn by a motor truck, tnlCk tractor or road tractor, and every 
such mobile home shall be coupled with stay chains or cables of sufficient size and strength 
to prevent its parting from the drawing vehicle if the rElgular hitch oi' coupling breaks 
or otherwise becomes disengaged. 

History: 1957 c. 260. 282. 

347.49 Equipment of vehicles transporting flammable liquids .. (1) • In this section; 
"flammable liquid" means any gasoline, naptha, benzine, fuel oil, crude oil, keJ;osene or 
other liquid which has a flashpoint of 80° F. or less as determined by a Tagliabue 0).' 

equivalent closed-cup test device. . . .. . .; . , 
(2) No person shall transport in or on any motOl'vehicle, trailer or semitrailer upon 

a highway any flammable liquid except by tank mounted on or attached to or stl'llcturally 
a part of such motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer and which is plainly marked to show 
that flammable liquids are being' transported therein. . '. ' 

(3) This section does not apply to transportation of flammable liquids as freight only 
by the consumer from the place of purchase to the place of consumption if such -liquids 
are transported in drums or other containers having a capacity of not more than 100 
gallons each and if the total amount of such liquids so transported in anyone· vehicle or 
combination of vehicles does not exceed 500 gallons. 

History: 1957 c. 260. 

347.50 Penalty for violating sections 347.35 to 347.49. Any pe~'son violating any 
provision of ss. 347.35 to 347.49 may be fined not less than $10 nor 'mo~'e than $200 .01' 
imprisoned not more than 30 days or both. ' . 

History I 1957 c, 260. 
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