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CHAPTER 344
VEHICLES — FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

SUBCHAPTERI 344.26 Suspensiomo continue until judgment paahd proof of financial respen
GENERAL PROVISIONS sibility given.

344.01 Words and phrases defined. 344.27 Installment payment of judgments; suspension upon default.
344.02 Hearing on suspension or impoundment. 344.29 Proof of financial responsibility for the future required.
344.03 Judicial review 344.30 Methods of giving proof of financial responsibility
344.04 Powerof court to stay suspension of registration or impoundment-of v%iigg ggﬁ:ﬂgiﬂgﬂ ?Jrlr?izlrJ\:aa:jn(t:)?/ ﬁgr?rg)soitfients as proof

hicles. : :
344.05 Courtsto report nonpayment of certain judgments. 344.33  “Motor vehicle liability policy” defined. B )
344.07 Responsibility law not to prevent other process. 344.34  Notice of cancellation or termination of certified policy
344.08 Suspension for failure to report accident. 344.35  This chapter not to fct other policies.
344.09 Reinstatement of operating privilege and registration. gﬁg? I\B/I%rrzi)?&c\')rp;gztrities as proof

SUBCHAPTER I 344.38 Owner and leasing company may give proof for others.
_ SECURITY FOR RST ACCIDENTS ) .344.39  Substitution of proof.
344.12 A%%';]‘:tzb'“ty of provisions relating to deposit of security for past-acciz44.40 Revocatioror suspension for failure to maintain proof; other proof may be
: required.

344.13  Secretaryto determine amount of security requifetiowing accidentand  344.41 Dufgt‘fofgf proof; when proof may be canceled or returned.

to give notice thereof. ] o ) 344.42 Submission of certifications and recertifications by insurers.
344.14  Suspensioffor failure to deposit security; impoundment of vehicle; excep SUBCHAPTER IV

tions. i PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF CHAPTER
344.15  Requirementss to policy or bond. 344.45 Surrender of license and registration upon suspension.
344.16  Requirements as to self-insurers. ) 344.46 Transfer of vehicle ownership to defeat purpose of chapter
344.17 Requirements as to form and amount of security 344.48 Fomged proof.
344.18 Duration of suspension for failure to deposit security SUBCHAPTER V

344.185 Duration of impoundment of motor vehicle; disposition.
344.19 Applicability to nonresidents, unlicensed drivers, unregistered motor ve

hicles and accidents in other states. ) ’ - . .
A s . 344.51 Financial responsibility for domestic rented or leased vehicles.
344.20  Custody disposition and return of security 344.52 Financial responsibility for foreign rented vehicles.
344.21 Matters not to be evidence in civil suits. 34455 Insurance for human service vehicles

344.22 Short title. 34457 Definitions applicable to $844.57t0 344.579

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR RENTED AND HUMAN SERICES
VEHICLES

SUBCHAPTER 1l 344.572 Applicability to rental agreements.
PROOF OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 344.574 Limited liability for damage.

FOR THE FUTURE 344.576 Damage waivers.

344.24 Applicability of sections relatingp proof of financial responsibility for the 344.577 Advertisement or representation.
future. 344.578 Credit card for deposit or damages.
344.25 Suspensioffior nonpayment of judgment; exceptions. 344.579 Violations.
SUBCHAPTERI parkeda motor vehicle. It includes the driver of a vehicle being
pushedor towed and, in case there is no person actually doing the
GENERAL PROVISIONS driving, the person who is doing the pushing or towing.

(cm) Notwithstanding $340.01 (42)“owner” means, with re
34401 Words and phrases defined (1) Words and spectto a vehicle that is registered, or is required to be registered,

phrasesdefined in ss340.01and343.01are used in the samebya lessee of the vehicle under 841, the lessee of the vehicle.

sensein this chapter unless a féifent definition is specifically _ (d) “Proof of financial responsibility” or “proof of financial
provided. responsibilityfor the future” means proof of ability to respond in

. - magedor liability on account of accidents occurrisgbse
deéizg;n;etgﬁeg?l?r%g'r the following words and phrases have tggentto the eflective date of such proof, arising out of the mainte
. o . nanceor use of a motor vehicle in the amount of $25,000 because

(a) “Judgment” means a judgment for damages rendered by ily injury to or death of one person in any one accident and,
courtof competent jurisdiction of any staieof the United States sy piectto such limit for oneverson, in the amount of $50,006 be
upona cause of action arising out of the ownership, maintenanGg,seof bodily injury to ordeath of 2 or more persons in any one
or use of any motor vehicle, including damages for care and {Qicigent and in the amount of $10,000 because of injury to-or de
lossof services because of bodily injury to or death of @&ngon  giryctionof property of others in any one accident.
anddamages because of injury to or destructibproperty and e) “Registration” means, in the case of a person whose vehicle

]E_he consequent loss of use thereof, which judgment has becom gistered under cB41, the registration so issued; in the case
inal by expiration without appeal of the time within which an bt a person whose vehicle is not so registered, it means the privi

E)eal might ’I’wave'been take'n or by finalfiahation on appeal. legeto register a vehicle Wisconsin and the reciprocal privilege
Judgment"also includes a judgment rendered by a court o CORll 2 e 43 nonresident to operate iridsbnsin a vehicle not regis
petentjurisdiction upon a cause of action on an agreement ot - \Wisconsin
settlementior damages of the type specified in this paragrapi, (f) “State” means any state, territory or possession of the
which judgment has become final within the meaning of this-parg, } 1 s ;

nited States, the District of Columbia, any province of the Do

graph. L
B N . minion of Canada.
(b) “Motor vehicle” means a self-propelled vehicle and also “ehicle” device i by which
includestrailers and semitrailers designed for use with sieh __(9) "Vehicle” means every device '“a upcén, orby w 'Ch. arr:y
hicles,except that “motor vehicle” does not include farm tractorB€rSOner property is or mage transported or drawn upon a hig
well drillers, road machinery or snowmobiles Way, except vehicles used exclusively upon stationary wils
; ' N o . tracksand except electric personal assistive mobility devices.
(c) “Operator” means a person who is in actualarstructive

! . . History: 1971 c. 2771973 c. 901977 c. 2931981 c. 2841985 a. 187Sup. Ct.
physicalcontrol of amotor vehicle. It includes a person who hasrder,146 Ws. 2d xiii (1988);1997 a. 272001 a. 90
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344.02 Hearing on suspension or impoundment. courtshall grant an order restraining the secretatigérmatter un
(1) Wheneverthe department under344.13givesnotice of the til the petition is finally determined by the court. If such petition
amountof security required to be deposited and that an afderandorder are served upon the secretaithin 10 days after the
suspension or impoundment will be made if such security is rd#teof the secretarg’notice or in any event before the secretary
depositedit shall aford the person so notified an opportunity fohassuspended the registration or impounded the vehicle, the sec
a hearing on the proposed action, if written request for a hearimgaryshall await the final determination of the coufhe secre
is received by the department prior to the date specified in the tary shall be given notice of the hearing. Upon a showing that it
tice, or prior to the postponedettive date osuspension if post would result in undue hardship upon the petitioteehave any
ponementas been granted undeBg4.14 (1) Upon receipt of suchregistration suspended or the vehicle impounded;dinet
timely request for hearinghe department shall fix the time andshallissue an order restraining the secretary from suspettding
placeof the hearing and give notice thereof to such perseady registrationor impounding the vehicle.
ularmail. The scope of the hearing is limited to the matter set forth(3) This section does not authorize a court to stay suspension
ins.344.14 (2) (k)and, SUbjECt to /44.14 (2m) to whether or or revocation of an operafsrﬁcense.
notthe person is the owner of the motor vehiolbe impounded.  History: 1977 c. 29%.1654 (7) (c) 1977 ¢. 2731981 ¢. 3631991 a. 2691997
Any person who fails without reasonable cause to appear at af&
time and place specified in the notice sHalffeit the right to a
hearing. 344.05 Courts to report nonpayment of certain judg -

(2) No law enforcement diter or other witness called tige Ments. (1) If a judgment of $500 or more for damages arising
person who has requested a hearing to testify on his or her befigjff & motor vehicle accident is not satisfied within 30 days after
may bepaid a witness fee by the department. No law enforcemdfithaving become final by expiration without appeal of the time

officer called as a witness for thepartmentnay be paid any wit W/thin which an appeal might have been taken or by firiairai-
nessfee. tion on appeal, the clerk of the court in which the judgment was

. . renderedpr the judge if the court has no clerk, shall immediately
(3) Upon completion of the hearing, the department sh o .
makefindings of fact, conclusions of la@nd a decision, and shalla1j§r\/\’ard to thesecretary a certified copy of the judgment upen re

eitherproceed to order suspension of the pessoperatingrivi- questof the judgment creditor or the attorney of record for the
lege, or registrations, or both, and may also orderitiqgound judgmentcreditor

mentof the persois motor vehicle, in accordance wit844.14 (2) If the defendant named in any certified copy of a judgment
or upon good cause appearitigrefor shall terminate the pro reported to the secretary is a nonresident, the secretary shall trans
ceedings. mit a certified copy of the judgment to thdicl in chage of the

(4) Thetime during which enforcement of an order of suspebﬁﬁ?&n&?gg?gg ('jsgrslt ?sng rrgsgiggr?tuon certificatesthé state of

sion or impoundments stayed pending completion of courtre™ .=

view thereof shall not be included as part of the one—yesod (1;8'5533?{)6971 2_73346 - 2%5.1654 (7) () 1981 c. 20Sup. Ct. Orderl46 Ws. 2d xii

fixed by s.344.18 (1) (dfor suspension or theeriod fixed under

s.344.185 (2) (apr (b) for impoundment. 344.07 Responsibility law not to prevent other pro -
History: 1971 ¢.253 1977 c. 2%s.1462 1654 (7) (a)(c); 1977 c. 4181979 ¢.  cess. Nothing in this chapter shaik construed as preventing the

258 1981 c. 34%.80 (2) 1981 c. 363391; 1991 a. 2691993 a.16; 1997 a. 2784. RO : . h
Thehearing procedures under this section satisfy due process. A pensumal plaintiff in any action at law from relying for relief upon the other

propertyinterest is balanced by the statietterest in the procedures, which carry litteProcessegrovided by law
risk of an erroneous deprivation of propertfopf v. State, 158 Ws. 2d 208461

N-W.2d813(Ct. App. 1990). 344.08 Suspension for failure to report accident.

| (1) Thesecretary may suspend the operafirigilege or registra
tion of any personvho fails to report an accident as required by
prior to 30 days after the entry of an order of suspension, revogg+6:700r to give correctly the information requested by the sec
tion or impoundment, seek judicial review under 287 ' retaryin connection with such report unless, in the judgment of the
' ' secretarythere was excusable cause for such failure or utiless

(2) If any person aggrieved by a decision of the departm%{?:tcidenujid not result in ini
- ; i . X jury or damage to therson or proper
underthis chapter fails to seek judicial review undera2v with- ty of anyone other than the person so required to report.

in the time allowed in sulfl), the circuit court mayupon the per . L .
son’spetition and notice to the department, and upon the terms and2) Any operating privilege suspended or revoked under this
gtion,or suspended or revoked under any other section fer fail

within atime as the court deems reasonable, but not later than 9 . X . )
yearafter the act complained of an the case of an impoundment i€ to report an accident, shall be reinstated in accordance with s.
afterthe vehicle has been ordered safdler s344.185 (2)allow  544-09at the end of one year following théeeftive date othe
areview with the same fekt as though done within the time pre SUSPenSsiorr revocation order ifjuring such one-year period, no
scribedin sub.(1). This subsection does not authorize the colfPtice0f action has been filed with the department in the manner
to stay suspension or revocation of an opefatirense. specifiedin s.344.18 (1) (d)

History: 1977 c. 2%55.1463 1654 (7) () 1977 c. 187418 1981c. 3475.80 (2) History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)(c); 1979 c. 2581991 a. 2691997 a. 84
1981c. 363391 1093 a. 16

344.03 Judicial review. (1) Any person aggrieved by a final
decisionof the department under this chapter patyany time

344.09 Reinstatement of operating privilege and reg -

344.04 Power of court to stay suspension of registra - istration. (1) Whenever the secretaiysatisfied that the reason
tion or impoundment of vehicles. (1) Notwithstandingany for suspending or revoking an operating privilegeer this chap
otherprovisionof this chapterthe secretary shall not suspend theer has been removed, including satisfaction of any of the require
registrationof a vehicle when ordered notdo so by the court mentsof s.344.18 the secretarghall order reinstatement of the
whereinthe judgment for damages was hadimra case not in  operatingprivilege. The department shall give notidehe rein
volving ajudgment, when ordered not to do so by a court undaiatemento the person whose operating privilege was suspended
petition of the registrant in accordance with s(@). or revoked in the manner it deemyspropriate. The order reinstat

(2) Uponreceiving information, other than of a judgment folng @ suspended operating privilege has the sdieet ab an auto
damagesn a court of this state, that would be cause for suspensfBatic reinstatement under 343.39
of registration or impoundment of the vehicle, the secretary shall(2) Wheneveran operating privilege suspended or revoked
notify the registrant of the intention to suspend swgfistration underthis chapter is reinstated, any registration that was sus
or impound the vehicle. The registrant may thereupon petitipendedor revoked along with the operating privilegeamstated
any court of record irthe registrang county for an order enjoining and the department shall return any surrendered and unexpired
the secretans contemplated action, whereupon jimge of such registrationplate in its possession.
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(3) Nothingin thissection exempts a person from the applic&onwas theoperator of a motor vehicle involved in the accident
ble reinstatement fees unde34.1.360r 343.21or from comply  andall the persors registrations if the person was thener of a
ing with applicable provisions of 843.38 motor vehicle involved in the accident unless the pefsanishes
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)(c); 1977 c. 2731985 a. 291991 a. 2691997 proof satisfactory to the secretary that fferson comes within
a.84, 4 .
oneof the exceptions set forth in sB). If the owner andpera
tor are separate persons, only one of them need deposit security
SUBCHAPTERII or the 2 persons may cooperate in depositing secudpon re
questof the owner or operator in question, the secretary may post
SECURITY FOR RST ACCIDENTS ponethe efective date of a suspension under this section notto ex
ceed20 days.

344.12 Applicability of provisions relating to  deposit (1g) The secretary shall refuse registration of any vehicle

of security for past accidents.  Subject to the exceptions eon o\ynedby a person whose registration has been suspended or re
tained in s344.14 the provisions of this chapter requiring deposijoked under sul{d).

of security and requiring suspension for failure to deposit security . .
applyto the operator and owner efery motor vehicle which is . (tM) In gddlt;}on_ to the %uspens:‘ons under P‘xﬂllﬂht_hf seﬁ_reh .
in any manner involved in an accident in this state which has FrY may order the impoundment of any motor vehicle which is:

sultedin bodily injury to or death of any person or damage to-prop (&) Registered in the name of the owner of the motor vehicle

erty of any other person of $1,000 or more. Involved in the accident.
History: 1981 c. 201991 a. 2691995 a. 13,1997 a. 84 (b) Registered in the name of thperator of the motor vehicle
Wisconsins safety responsibility lawFitzGerald. WBB Feb. 1984. involvedin the accident.

344.13 Secretary to determine amount of security re - (2) Subsectiongl) and(1m) do not apply:

quired following accident and to give notice thereof. (a) To the owner of a motor vehicle involved in an accident if

(1) The secretary after receipt af report of an accident of thethe owner had ireffect at the time of the accident a policy or bond

type specified in s344.12shall determine, with respect to such aGyjith respect to such motor vehictehich policy or bond complies
cident,the amount of security which is fafent in the secretary’ \yith the requirements of 844.15

judgmentto satisfy any judgment for damages resulting from such
accidentwhich may be recovered against either operatonoer
of the vehicles involved in such accident. Such determinati : : .
shall be based upon the total property damagfesed byother applyingto the operatds operation of the motor vehicle at the
personsvhose property was involved in the accident, not inclu@Me Of the accident or there was ifieeft athe time of the accident
ing the vehicle a person was operating when such operation W&9!Icy or bond with respect to the oper&aperation of motor
with the ownefs permission, and on the extent of persamat V& |cles_not owned by the operatawhich policy or bond meets
ries, including deaths, involving other parties to the accident. THeerequirements of $44.15
determinatioras to theamount of security required shall not be (c) To the operator or owner whose liabilityr damages reseilt
madewith respect to operators or owneriso are exempt from the ing from the accident is, in the judgmenttbé secretancovered
requirement®f security and suspension undeB44.14 (2) by any other form of liability insurance policy or bond meeting the
(2) The secretary shall determine the amoohtecurity re  requirement®f s.344.15
quiredto be depositetly each person on the basis of the accident (d) To any person qualifying as a self-insurer undésd.16
reportsor other informatiorsubmitted. In addition to the accidentor to any person operating a vehicle for such self-insurer
reportsrequired by lathe secretary may request iramy of the (e) To the operator or owner of a vehicle involved in an-acci

personsincluding passengers and pedestrians, involved in s Qnt wherein no injury was caused to the person of anyone other

accidentsuch further information, sworn statements or other e hansuch operator or owner amherein damage to property of

dencerelatingto property damage, personal injury or death in m X
tor vehicle accidents as deemeecessary to aid in determininganyon(%geéggn other than such operator or owner did not equal or
exceed$1,000.

theamount to be deposited as security und@d4.14 Failure of )
aperson to complyvith such request is grounds for suspending (f) To the operator or owner of a vehicle legally parketthet
suchpersons operating privilege but no suspensitiall be made time of the accident, provided that the operatorthefother ve
on such grounds until one follow-up request has been miadie hiclesinvolved admit that such vehicle was legally parked or other
atleast 20 days have elapsed since the mailing of the first requegtof establishing such fact the secretarg satisfaction is filed.

(3) Thesecretary within 90 days after receipt of a report of an (g) To the owner of a vehicle if, at the time of the accident, the
accidentof the type specified in 844.12and upon determining vehiclewasbeing operated without the owhepermission, ex
the amount of security to be required of any person involved jressor implied, or was parked by a person who had been eperat
such aqcident or to be requireq of the owner of any yehic—le ![hg such vehicle without such permission.
volvedin such accident, shall give at least 10 days’ written notice (h) To any person who would otherwise havaleposit secui

to every such person of the amount of security required to-be ﬂ,a , prior to the date the secretary would otherwise suspend the

positedby the person. The notice also shall state that an ordebg son'soperating privilege and registrations under $Lpor or

suspensiowill be made as provided in 344.14 unless within d ; :
: P . : : erthe impoundment of the motor vehicle undeb.(1m), there
suchtime security is deposited esquired by the notice. The-or . filed with the secretary evidence satisfactory tosberetary

derof suspension may be made a part of the notice, with a-prd latthe person has been released from liability or has been finally

ionthat it will tak t on the dat ified in thi tion™=" " X
szr?lessiecurity?s geepf%(;itgd pr?o??oetﬁgsaateeé s subsec Oadjudlcatemot to be liable or has executedluly acknowledged

History: 1971 c. 2531977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1977 c. 2731991 a. 2691007  Written agreement providing for the payment of an ageeedunt
a.84 in installments with respect to allaimsfor injuries or damage e

loy\‘,ag?2gag’sgnggé'"&'wgggz%?éf'%gpﬁ";%Cgl’;?"t mandatoryWamer vDOT, - sulting from the accident. The secretary may accept a release from
liability executed by a parent as natural guardian on behalf of a mi
344.14 Suspension for failure to deposit security; im - norchild with respect to property damage or personal injuries sus
poundment of vehicle; exceptions. (1) If a person who was tained by the mingiprovided thathe total damages, including the
given notice under s344.13(3) fails to deposit security in the costof medical care, do not exceed $5,000 and that, in case-of per
amountand by the time specified in the notice, the secretary shedinalinjury, the doctais certificate of injury filed with the depart
immediatelysuspend the persa@perating privilege if the per mentcertifies that the minor received no permanent injury

(b) To the operator who is not the owner of the vehicle involved
in the accident if either the owner hadeifect a policy or bond
gh
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(i) To the owner of a vehicle insured as required Hy2%.53 (4) After receipt of the report of an accident of the type speci
194.410r 194.420r to the operator of suatehicle if operating fied in s.344.12 the secretary may forward to the insuramed
with the ownels permission at the time of the accident. therein,that portion of theeport or other notice which pertains to

() To the owner of a vehicle involved in an accident if at th&hautomobile liability policy or bond. Theecretary shall assume
time of the accident such vehicle was owned by or leased to thatan automobile liability policy or bond as described in this sec
United States, this state or any county or municipality of this statin was in efect and applied to both the owreerd operator with

or to the operator ofuch vehicle if operating such vehicle witheéspectto the accident unledse insurer notifies the secretary
permission. otherwisewithin 30 days from the mailing to thesurer of that

(k) To the operator or the owner of a vehicle involved in an a%;“rtion of the report or other notice pertaining to the automobile

cidentwhen it appears to the satisfaction of the secretary that thigility policy obr_lbolndb._l_Upor}_receirE)t of dnotice_rl;@ the inﬁurer
does not exist a reasonable possibility of a judgment in the amadijtan automobile liability policy or bond was | as to the
Wperonly, theoperator only or was not infe€t as to either of

claimedor in a lesser amount being rendered against such Oper&em the Secretary shall within the remainder of the 90-fuiay

asa result of the acm.dent. . od specified in s344.13 (3)yequire the owner or operator or both,
, (2m) A motor vehicle may not be impounded under €L) \\picheveris applicable, to deposit security pursuant to this chap
if the vehicle is registered, or is requitecbe registered, in the ter. As respects permission to operate the veHioteinsurer may
nameof the lessee of the vehicle. . correctthe report or other notice only if it files with the secretary
(4) (a) Before the impoundment of a motor vehicle urgléy. ithin the 30~day period specified in this subsection fidaafit
(1m), the department shall conduct a reasonable search for dighedby the owner stating that the operator did not have the own
ownerof the motor vehicle and any holder of a security interegty’s permission to operate the vehicle. Where the insufaiture
mortgageor other interest and notify the person so identifietti@f to notify the secretary within 30 days of a correction in that portion
action. of the report or other notice pertaining to an automobile liability
(b) Any person notified under p&a) before thevehicle is im  policy or bond is caused by fraud, tiheurer shall notify the secre
poundedshall be given not less than 10 days to fursigficient  tary of the correction within 30 days of the time the fraud is discov
proofto the secretary that one of the exceptions in(@)lapplies. ered.

History: 1971 c. 781971 c. 164.83; 1971 c. 2531975 c. 55199 297, 1977 ingi i i
c.295.1654 (7) () (c); 1977 c. 2731981 ¢. 20363 1983 &, 2171989 a. 1051991 bl('S) t.NOth'rt'g {?} this chapter sh daltl) b;ehcc_)nstrueql tc_; |mp§>se %r_‘?’
& 269 316 1005 2. 13 1997 & 2784, obligationnot otherwise assumed by the insurer in its automobile

liability policy or bond except that if no correction is made in the
344.15 Requirements as to policy or bond. (1) No reportor other notice within 30 days after it is mailed to the insur
policy or bond is d&ctive under s344.14unless issuetly anin  €r, the insurerexcept in case of fraud, whenever such fraagy
surerauthorized to do an automobile liability surety business occur,is estopped fronusing as a defense to its liability the in
in this state, except asovided in sub(2), or unless the policy or sured'sfailure to give permission to the operator or a violation of
bondis subject, if the accident has resulted in bodily injury the purposes of use specified in the automobile liability policy or
death,to a limit, exclusive of interest and costs, of not less th@@ndor the use of the vehicle beyond agreed geographical limits.
$25,000because of bodilinjury to or death of one person in any, H'15é0f2yg411997855055§é977 C. 2%5.1654 (7) (c)1977 c. 60293 418 1979 c. 102
one accident and, SUbJeCt to that limit for_one person, to a limit 8 he failure to make a correction within the 30-day period under sub. (5) only
notless than $50,000 because of bodily injury to or death of 2&3topsan insurer from assertirme of the defenses listed in that subsection. Holm
morepersons in any one accident and, if the accident has resuuferqv- 350tf%bi954tWS- 2d _59019?_N-W§d 6455(1372)- datony Substantial
H H H imi — noti I irrementin . ni n A nt. m
glgljgo%go or deStru.Ct.lon of propert;o_a limit of not less than pIiangewas?zapopliCc%belg.u Meid\?vest Mstljtusal(lrzs%raﬁgacm?'rggazgii% V\ells.ccz)d

, ecause of injuryo or destruction of property of othersigz, 405 N.w2d 732(Ct. App. 1987).

in any one accident. Whenthe insured is also the operagabs. (4) and (5) do not operate to eBispr

(2) A policy or bond with respect to a vehicle which was nd{ o, £30(C. App. 1080). defense. Nelsorzeimetz,150 Ws. 2d 785442

registeredn this state or was registered elsewhere at thedfme cCoverage of automobile liability insurance is not mandatoryiscuisin, anc
the effective date of the policy or bond or thest recent renewal liability policy issued in Oregon with limits of $10,000 per person is not in conflict
thereofmay be dective under s344.14even though not issued with this statute. Schanche Estate of AlvareZ368 F Supp. 543

by an insurer authorized to do an automobile liability or suretyg 16 Requirements as to self-insurers. (1) Any per
businessin this state ifthe following conditions are complied gonin whose name more than 25 motahicles are registered
with: may qualify as a self-insurer by obtaining a certificate of self-

(a) The policy or bond either meets the liability limits specifiethsurancessued by the secretary as provided in 2.
in sub.(1) or meets the liability limits of the equivalent law of the (2) Thesecretary mayupon the application of such a person,
statein which issuedand such limits are, in the judgment of thesg,ea certificate of self-insurance when satisfied that such per
secretaryadequate to covemy damage or injury involved in theggonis possessed and will continue to be possessed of ability to pay
accidentin question. . judgmentsobtained against such person.

(b) The insurer which issued the policy or bond executes a(3) Upon not lesghan5 days’ notice and a hearing pursuant
powerof attorney authorizing the secretary to accept service onissych notice, the secretary may upon reasonable grounds cancel
behalfof notice or process in any actiapon the policy or bond 3 certificate of self-insurance. Failure to pay any judgméthin
arisingout of the accident. 30days after such judgment has become final constitutes a+eason

(3) Whereservice of process is made on the secretary undgyleground for cancellation of a certificate of self-insurance.
apower of attorney filed in accordance with s{#), thesecretary Hrzstory_: 197; c. ztgs._1t654 (@ (1977 c. 273t < 632.3 are inaooteaby
shallforthwith mail by registered mail a copy of the process pa The uninsured motorist coverage requirements of s. 632.32 are inapplicable
persto the insurer af the address giveithia filed power of atter o (oo 0 e e 5 S e e 200y~ audget Rent-
ney. In all cases of such service, there shall be served 2 authetnt_il? statute requiresta ??E—insttj_red Ie_ntity und§$.§44t.16 totprovide gninshtgfd mo
cated copies for the secretary and such additional number tgffstcoverage as part of the optional insurancelérsfto its customers. Prop
authenticatedtopies as there adefendants so served in the ac%}%ﬂ'f%em_kcar Companync. 2000 Wi App 171238 Ws. 2d 150617
tion. One of the secretag/topies shall be retained for the secre
tary’s record of service and the other copy shall be returned wg#4.17 Requirements astoformand amount of securi -
propercertificate of service attached for filing in court as proof dfy. (1) The security required under3t4.14shall be in such form
service of the copies by having mailed them by registered maibtedin such amount as the secretary may require but in narcase
the defendants named therein. The service fee shall be $4 for emateswf the limits specified i3.344.15 (1)with reference to the
defendanto served. acceptabldimits of a policy or bond. The person depositing secu
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rity shall specify in writing the person or persons on whose behadéin in effect until the person pays the feequired under s.
the deposit is made and, at any time while such deposittigein 341.36(1m), meets the requirement under.fayor (b) and satis
custodyof the secretarythe person depositing it mag writing, fies the requirements of suf8m). A suspension or revocation
amendthe specification of the persons on whose behali¢pes an operating privilege undémis subsection shall remain infe€t

it ismade to include an additional person or persons, subject touhél the person pays the fee required i843.21 (1) (j) complies
limitation that a single deposit of security shal applicable only with the applicable provisions of 343.38and meets any of the
on behalf of persons required to furnish security because of fofowing requirements:

sameaccident. . (a) Such person deposits the security required un@ds14
_(2) Thesecretary may redu¢ke amount of security ordered () One year has elapsed since thiectize date of the suspen

in any case if, in the secretasyjludgment, from evidence sub sjon or revocation order and, durisyich period, no notice has
mitted, the amount ordered is excessive or has become excespienfiled with the secretary by any claimant that an actias

by filed release on part difie liability or by adjudication reducing commencecby a party in interest.  The notice required by this
the extent of the liability In case the security originally orderedharagraptshall comply with sub(1) (d).

hadbeen deposited at the time the reduced amount is ordered, th m) (a) Unless 3 years have elapsed since the date that a re
excesover the reduced amount shall be returned to the depos Blrementunder sub(3) (a)or (b) hasbeen met, the person whose
or the personal representative forthwith, notwithstanding peratingprivilege or registration was suspended or revaked

344.20 L e
History: 1973c. 189s.20; Sup. Ct. Orde67 Wis. 2d 585776 (1975)1975 c. dersub.(3) shall file with the department and maintain ifeet

218 270, 421, 422 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (c) 1977 c. 43273 proof of financial responsibility in the amount, form and manner
specifiedin this chapter
344.18 Duration of suspension for failure to deposit (b) This subsection applies as a condition precetbemein

security. (1) Any registration suspended or revoked under statemenbf an operating privilege or registration suspended or
344.14shall remain suspended or revolkat shall not be re revokedunder sub(3).

newedor reinstated until the persgrys the fee required under (3r) The secretary shall refuse registration of any vehicle
s.341.36 (1m) meets one of the requirements under ga)40  ownedby a person whose registration has been suspended or re
(d) and satisfies the requirements of s{ibm). Any operating yoked under sul{3).

privilege suspended aevoked under 844.14shall remain sus 4) Thesecretary shall not suspend, as required by(8)bf

pendedbr revoked and shall not be reinstated until the person pay; defaulting person has magayments to the extent specified

the fee required under 843.21 (1)j), complies with the applieca ; o :
ble provis(iqour:s ofL;343 38and m(e()e(Jt?s any (F))fltheva(l)llowing I;)(quuire In %343 15 (Lwith reference to the acceptable limits of a policy
: or bond.

ments: ) o . ) History: Sup. Ct. Orde67 Wis. 2d 585766 (1975)1975 c. 55199, 1977 c. 29
(a) The person whose operating privilege or registration wagé54 (7) (c)1977 c. 2731979 c. 32258 1981 c. 201985 a. 203s.29, 37, 1987

suspendecr revoked deposits the security required under %3 1991 a. 2693151997 a. 84

344.14 . - iala
(b) There is filed with the secretary evidence satisfactory to ?&4'185 Duration of impoundment of motor vehicle;

secretanthat the person whose operating privilege or registrati position. (1) Any motor vehicle |mpoundeo! undei3el4. 14

wassuspended or revoked has been releasedlfabitity or has m) may not be returned to the owner unless:

beenfinally adjudicated not to be liable. The secretary may accept(®) An owner or holder of a security interest, mortgage or other

arelease executed by a parent on behadf wfinor child only if | iterestwhois first notified after the vehicle is impounded-fur

therelease satisfies thequirements specified in344.14 (2) (h) nishessatisfactory proof to the secretary that one of the exceptions
(c) There is filed with the secretary evidence satisfactatyeto in s.344.14 (2)applies and pays the expenses incurred by the de

secretanthat the person whose operating privilege or registratigt”ilrtmem]n impounding .the vehicle; _Or .
was suspended or revoked has executeduly acknowledged _ (P) Theownerdeposits the security required unde844.13

written agreement in accordance wit844.14 (2) (hand subject (3) and pays the expenses incurbycthe department in impound
to sub.(3). ing the vehicle.

(d) One year has elapsed since tiectifze date of the suspen 2) (.'-,_1) Any |mp0unded_ vehicle which is not returned to the
sion or revocation order and, durirsyich period, no notice hasOWnerwithin 30 days after impoundment shall be sold byde
beenfiled with the secretary by any claimant that an actias ~Partment.
commencedy aparty in interest. If the action was commenced (b) If the owner is making a good faith attempt to redeem the
in a court of record, the notice required by this paragraphishallvehicle under sul{1), the department may grant an extension of
cludea certified copyof the summons and complaint or counterup to 30 additional days before selling the vehicle.
claim or cross—complaint and proof service filed therein. In all (c) The department, upon requasgy permit the person who,
casef service under $45.09 an additional notice argérvice accordingto the departmerst’records, holds a security interest in
mustbe made under this chapter to avail oneself optbeisions the vehicle to accept and maintain custody of the vehicle after im
of this chapter poundmentor to sell the vehicle in a commercially reasonable

(Im) (a) Unless 3 years have elapsed since the date that amannerat a public or private sale. The proceeds of theusaler
quirement under sulfl) (a) (b), (c) or (d) has been met, the per this paragraph shall be transmitted to the department for distribu
sonwhose operating privilege or registration was suspended ortien under par(e).
vokedunder s344.14shall file with the department and maintain  (d) If the vehicle is sold, any person who is the holder of a secu
in effect proof of financial responsibility in the amount, form angity interest which is perfected undeB42.19shall be notified of
mannerspecified in this chapter the sale and any persamo holds a security interest, mortgage or

(b) This subsection applies as a condition preceemein  otherinterest in the vehicle aiho acquired the security interest,
statemenbf an operating privilege or registration suspended tite mortgage or other interéstgood faith may file a claim within
revokedunder s344.14 30 days after the sale with the department.

(3) If a person defaults in the payment of any installment un (e) 1. The money from the sale of a vehicle shall be fistd
deraduly acknowledged written agreement, the secretgggn for payment of all proper expenses of impounding, preparing for
noticeof such default given in no event later than 30 days after tiwe sale andselling the vehicle, including expenses for seizure,
time for final installment, shall immediately suspend the registranaintenancef custody anddvertising. Any remaining money
tionsand operating privilege of the defaulting person. A suspemay be paid to a claimant under pé@t) in the priority provided
sion or revocation of registration under ttsigbsection shall re unders.342.19
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2. All other proceedsf the sale remaining after the paymentaot suspend a residestbperating privilege or registration tre
undersubd.1. shall be retainelly the secretary and applied as sebasisof such order until at least 2lays have elapsed since the
curity for payment of judgments and assignments as provided time for depositing security in the other state expired. A suspen
ders.344.20(2). Any amounts not used to pay judgments er asion or revocation of operating privilege undhis section shall
signmentsshall be transmitted to the state treasurer for depositdontinueuntil such resident furnishes evidence of his or hercom
the school fund. pliancewith the law of the other state relating to the deposit-of se

(3) Notwithstanding subch/I of ch. 409and ch425: curity, pays the fee required undeBd3.21 (1) (jJand complies

(a) A creditor with a security interest in a vehicle whicbris  With the applicable provisions 0f343.38 A suspension or revo
deredsold undethis section may accelerate the maturity of the s€&tionof registration under this section shall continue wsuéh
curedindebtedness, is not required to give notice of default afgfidenturnishes evidence of his or her compliance with the law
right to cure, may accept custody of the vehicle and may cond@tthe other state relating to the deposit of secuitys the fee
the sale of the vehicle asovided under sulf2) (c)without send requiredunder s341.36 (1m)and satisfies the requirements of
ing notification of the sale tthedebtor and may receive proceed§UP-(3m)- o .
from the sale as provided under s(). (e) (39) The secretary shall refuse registration of any vehicle

(b) The owner of a vehicle whichdsdered sold under this sec ownedby a person whose registration has been suspended or re
tion is deemed in default undéfe instrument securing the-in Voked under sui(3). _ _
debtednesbut has no right to cure the default or redeem the ve (3m) (&) Unless 3 years have elapsed since compliance of the
hicle once the sale has been ordered, mayeuative any proceeds reS!denlWIth the law of the other S.tate re:la_ltmg to the erosltof se
from the sale and remains liable to a secured party fodeﬁ.y Curlty, the resident whose Operatlng prIVIIege or reglstratlon was

ciencywhich remains unsatisfied after the distribution under suguspendedr revoked under sufB) shall file with the department
) (e). and maintain in eflect proof of financial responsibility ithe

(4) Whena vehicle is sold by or at the direction of the depar@Mount.form and manner specified in this chapter _
mentunder this section, the sale transfers tqtimehaser for val (b) This subsection applies as a condition precedent te rein
ueall of the owne's rights therein, and disclysall security in ~ Statement of an operating privilege or registration suspended or
terestsin the vehicle. The purchaser takes free of all sigtits ~ revokedunder sub(3).
andinterests even though the sale is not conducted in a commefistory: 1977 c. 2%5.1464 1654 (7) (a)(c); 1991 a. 269316, 1997 a. 84
cially reasonable manner or the department fails to give the-notifj,4 o Custody, disposition and return of security

cationsrequired under 844.14 (4) (a) (1) Securityshalibe deposited with the secretary in compliance
(a) In the case of the public salefli purchaser has no knewl with this chapter
edgeof such defects in the sale and does not buy in collusion with 2) Thesecretary shall apply the security only to the payment
E)hre department, other bidders or the person conducting the S%lﬁ(udgments and assignments and only as provided in this subsec
tion:
(b) In any other case, if the purchaser acts in good faith. (a) The security may be appli¢ol the payment of judgments
History: 1981 c. 3632001 a. 10 for damages arising out of the accident in question rendered
againsteither operator or owner for tltamages resulting from
suchaccident in an action at lawAny party to such action fiavor
of whom a judgment was rendered may mimvikave the court er
derthe secretary to transmit to the cdartapplication to the pay
mentof the judgment the money or securities availablestmh
jrposeand the court may so ordefhe secretary shall transmit
?ﬁthe clerk of the court the money or securities in the amount au
orizedby par (c) or in the amounsgpecified in the court order
if less than the amount so authorized. Securities transmitted shall
evalued at the same amounwésen received by the department.
y excess shall be returned by tioaurt to the secretary to be held
Yy the secretary subject to the provisions of this chapter
nt (b) Subject to the restrictions imposed by. f@r the security
may be applied to the payment of a duly acknowledged assign
ment by the person who mattes deposit, provided the assign
mentis accompanied by releases signed by all parties in interest

which that persomesides if the law of the state in which that pe2Ndréleasing the assignor from all liabiltly such parties on ac

son resides provides for similaction by the administrator or cOUNtof damages arising out of the accident in question.
equivalentofficial of that state in the event that a resident of this (¢) No amount in excess the portion designated by the secre
statehas a nonresidestbperating privilege or registration in thaf@"y as having been deposited on account of damagiesesiiby
statesuspended or revoked for failure to comply with sagety theassignee or judgment creditor or person representing efther
responsibilitylaw of that state. them shall be paid out on behalf of such person unless the-deposi

(3) Upon receipt of such certificatiofiom another state to the tor has been released from liability by all other parties in interest.

effectthat the operating privilege or registration of a resident ggrhe latter event, the deposit may be applied to the payment of

this state haseen suspended or revoked in such other state un judgmentor assignment in question without regard to the des
alaw providing for itssuspension or revocation for failure te de'gnations. . .

positsecurity for payment of judgments arising out of a moter ve (3) (&) The deposit of security or any balance thereof shall be
hicle accident, under circumstances which would require the ségturnedto the depositor or the persomepresentative under the
retary to suspend a nonresident'operating privilege or Condltlonsprowdgd in par(b) or (c).

registrationhad the accident occurred in this state, the secretary(b) The deposit or any balance thereof shall be returned when
shallsuspend the operating privilege of suekident if he or she evidencesatisfactory to the secretary has been filed that othe of
wasthe operator and all of his or her registrations if he or she vghtingencies specified in344.18 (1) (b)(c) or(d) or(3) (b) has

the owner of a motor vehicle involved in such accident. The deccurred.

partmentmay accept a certification which is in the form of a€om (c) If the provisions of $344.18 (1) (b)(c) or(d) or(3) (b)are
binednotice of required security and suspensiotier but shall notapplicablethe deposit or any balance thereof shall be returned

344.19 Applicability to nonresidents, unlicensed driv -
ers, unregistered motor vehicles and accidents in other
states. (1) If the operator or the owner of a motor vehicle in
volvedin an accident within this states no license or registra
tion, whether because the operator or ownemisraesident or be
causethe operator or owner is a resident who has failed
neglectedo obtain a license or registration in this state, the epe
tor or owner shall not be allowedieense or registration until the
operatoror ownerhas complied with the requirements of thi
chapterto the same extent as woldd necessary if, at the time of
the accident, the operator or owner had held a license and regi
tion in this state.

(2) If the operating privilege or registration of a nonreside
is suspended under344.14 the secretary shall transmit a certi
fied copy of the record of such action to the administratahef
division of motor vehicles or equivalentfmfal of the statein
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whenone year has elapsed from the date the deposit was madetlaatlture and maintains such proof at all times when such license
during that period no notice has been filed with the secretary byd registrations are infe€t during a period of 3 years following
any claimant that an action was commenbgdh party in interest. the date on which the agreement is filed with the secretary

If ;heacnonl was commenced. in a court of.r.ecord, the notice re (3) Thesecretary shall not suspend such operating privilege or
quiredby this paragraph shall include a certified copy of the-suiregistrationsif the judgment debtor obtains a court order for
monsand complaint or counterclaim or cross complaint@edf installmentpayments and furnishes prasffinancial responsibil

of service filed therein. In all cases of service und@45.09 an ity as provided in $344.27

additionalnotice and service must be made under this chapter 10(5) Whenthe secretaryeceives certification of the entry of a
avail oneself of the provisions of this chapter

) ' : X o damaggudgment in accordance with344.05against a resident
(4) Securitydeposited undethis section shall be paid into theof this statavhich has been entered by an Indian tribal court in this

transportatiorfund andinvested in accordance with25.17 (1) = stateor by a court in another jurisdiction, the secretary shall give
(V). noticeto the person of the receipt of tbertification of judgment.
. 2"'7'%%179137%;8%575 61-82972%4921 1977 c. 2%51464m 1654 (7) (8)(c): 1977 |f satisfaction of such judgment is not made and copy of such satis

' ' ' ) factionfiled with the secretary within 30 days from the date such
344.21 Matters not to be evidence in civil suits.  Neither notice was given, theecretaryshall suspend the operating piivi
thereport required following an accident, the action taken by tigeand registrations of such judgment debtor
departmentpursuant to this chaptethe findings, if anyupon (6) Notwithstandingsub.(5), subs(2) and(3) applyto a dam
which such action is based nitie security filed as provided in thisagejudgmentin accordance with 844.05against a resident of
chaptershall be referred to in anyay or be any evidence of thethis state which has been entered byratian tribal court in this
negligence or due care of either party at the trial of any actiorsédte.
law to recover damages, but this shall not be construed to excludgstory: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1977 c. 2731981 c. 201989 a. 1051991
anotice of insurance filed pursuant t844.14or 344.15 (4)or 3% 1997 a. 841999 a. 80
both, from beingadmissible in evidence where it would otherwis

be material and admissible under the rules of evidence.
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (e)1985 a. 29

844.26 Suspension to continue until judgment paid

and proof of financial responsibility ~ given. (1) Subjectto

the exceptions stated in s$14.25 (2)and344.27 (2) any operat

344.22 Short title. Sections844.12to344.22and the general ing privilege or registration suspendedrevoked under 844.25

provisionsapplicable thereto may be cited as the safetponsi  shall remain suspended or revoked until every judgnmeei

bility law. tionedin s.344.25is stayed, satisfied or disclyad and, unless 3
yearshave elapsed sindée date on which the judgment was
stayed satisfied or dischged, until theperson whose operating

SUBCHAPTER Il privilege and registration wasuspended or revoked furnishes and

maintainsin effect proof of financial responsibility for the future.
PROOF OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY (3) Judgments in excess of the amotspscifiedin s.344.01

FOR THE FUTURE (2) (d) shall, for the purpose of this section orig deemed satis
fied when payments in the amounts so specified have been cred
344.24 Applicability of sections relating to proof of fi - itedthereon. Payments made in settlement of any claims because
nancial responsibility for the future. Sections344.29to  of bodily injury, death or property damage arising from a motor

344.41are applicable imll cases in which a person is required tgehicle accident shall be creditéd reduction of the respective

depositproof of financial responsibility for the future, includingamountsso specified.

thosecases in whicla person is required to deposit proof of finan History: 1975 c. 2971997 a. 841999 a. 80186

cial responsibility for the future under $814.25t0 344.27 those )

casesn which the deposit of proof dihancial responsibility for 344.27 Installment payment of judgments; suspen -

thefuture is a condition precedent to reinstatement of an operatfitgn upon default. (1) A judgment debtor upon due notice to

privilege or registration suspendext revoked under $44.14  the judgment creditor may apply to the court in which sudg-

344.18(3) or 344.19 (3)and those cases in which the deposit dnentwas rendered for the privilegé paying such judgment in

proof of financial responsibility for the future is a condition precdnstallmentsand thecourt, in its discretion and without prejudice

dentto issuance of an operamlicense under 843.38 (4jor re  to any other legal remedies which the judgment creditormasg,

instatemenbf an operating privilege revoked under 843 may so order and fix the amounts and times of payment of the
History: 1989 a. 721991 a. 2691997 a. 84 installments.

. . . (2) Thesecretanshall not suspend the operating privilege or

344.25 Suspension for nonpayment of judgment, ex - yqgistrationand shall restore any operatipgvilege or registra

ceptions. Upon the receipt, under344.05 of a certified copy ion suspended following nonpayment of a judgment when the

of a judgmenfor damages of $500 or more arising out of & Mot 4y mentdebtor obtains such order permitting the paymettief
vehicleaccident, the secretary shall immediately suspend the gmentin installments and, unless 3 years have elapsed since

erating privilege and all registrations of the person against Whfa yate on which the order permitting the paymethe judg
suchjudgment was rendered, subjectfie following exceptions: nentin installments is filed with the secretafurnishes and
(1) If the judgment arose out of an accident caused by the oikintainsproof of financial responsibility for the future.
ershipor operation, witrpermission, of a vehicle owned by or (3) |t the judgment debtor fails to pay any installment as speci
leasedo the United States, this state or any county or municipalifq by such ordetthe secretaryipon notice ouch default, shall
of this state or a vehicle subject to the requirementsI&ls53 o agiatelysuspend theperating privilege and registrations of
194.410r 194.42 the secretary shall not suspend saparating e jydgment debtor until such judgmenttisfied as provided
privilege or registration. in s.344.26
(2) It the judgment creditor consents in writing in such form History: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (c) 1997 a. 841999 a. 80186
asthe secretary may prescribe that the judgment debtor be allowed
to retain orreinstate the operating privilege and registrations, ti3d44.29 Proof of financial responsibility for the  future
samemaybe allowed by the secretary for 6 months from the datequired. Proof of financial responsibility for the future shall be
of suchconsent and thereafter until such consent is revokedfimnishedby any person required to give such proof under ss.
writing, notwithstanding default in the paymeiftsuch judgment 344.25to 344.27 those cases in which the deposit of proof -of fi
or of any installments thereof as prescribed.Bd4.27 provided nancialresponsibility for théuture is a condition precedent te re
the judgment debtor furnishes proof of financial responsibility fdnstatemenbf an operating privilege or registration suspended or
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revokedunder s344.14 344.18 (3)or 344.19 (3)and in those policy” means anotor vehicle policy of liability insurance, certi

casesn which the deposit of proof dihancial responsibility for fied as provided in s344.31or 344.32 as proof of financial

thefuture is a condition precedent to issuance of an op&ditor responsibilityfor the future, and issued, except as otherpise

censeunder s343.38 (4)or reinstatement of an operatipgvi-  videdin s.344.32 by an insurer authorized to do an automobile

legerevoked under ct843, liability businessn this state to or for the benefit of the person
History: 1973 c. 991989 a. 721991 a. 2691997 a. 84 namedin the policy as the insured.

(2) MOTORVEHICLE LIABILITY PoOLICY. A motor vehicle policy

bility. Whenever a person is required undeBdi3 or this chapter of liability insurance shall insure the person named thersiimg

d : : S ny motor vehicle with the express or implied permission of the
to give proof of financial responsibility for the future, such proo : : .
may be given by filing: gwner,or shall insure any motor vehicle owned by the named in

P . . . suredand any person using suofotor vehicle with the express
(1) Certification of insurance as provided in 844.310r 4 impjied permission of the named insured, against loss from the

344.30 Methods of giving proof of financial responsi

344.32 or ) ] liability imposedby law for damages arising out of the mainte
(2) A bond as provided in 844.36 or nanceor use of the motor vehicle within the United States of
(3) A certificate ofdeposit of money or securities as providedmericaor the Dominion of Canada, subject to the limits exclu

in s.344.37 or sive of interest and costs, with respect to each such motor vehicle

(4) A certificateof self-insurance as provided in3%4.16 asfollows: $25,000 because of bodihjury to or death of one per
supplementedy an agreement by the self-insurer that, with réonin any one accident and, subject to such limit for one person,
spectto accidents occurring while the certificate is in force, tH850,000because of bodily injury to or death of 2 or more persons
self-insuremill pay the same amounts that an insurer would haweany one accident, and $10,000 because of injury to or destruc
beenobligated to pay under a moteehicle liability policy if it tion of property of others in any one accident.
hadissued such a policy to such self-insurer (3) REQUIRED STATEMENTSIN POLICY. Suchmotor vehicle |

History: 1973 c. 901981 c. 3901987 a. 271991 a. 316 ability policy shall state the name and address of the named in
sured,the coverage &drded by the policythe premium chaed
therefor,the policy period and the limits of liabiljtgnd shalton
tain an agreement dre endorsed that insurance is provided there
finderin accordance with the coverage defined in this chapter with

vehicleliability policy for thebenefit of the person required to-fur respecto bodily injury and death or property damage, or both, and

nish proof of financial responsibility or by transmitting such certi™ subject to all the provisions of this chapter

fication to the secretary by another means approved bseitre ~ (4) CERTAIN TYPES OF COVERAGE EXCLUDED. Such motor ve
tary. Such certification shall give thefegtive date of such motor hicle liability policy shall not insure any liabilitunder any work
vehicleliability policy, which date shall be the same as tiiecef €r'S compensation laws provided in chL02nor any liability on
tive date of the certification and shall certify coverage for any maccountof bodily injury to or death of any employee of the insured
tor vehicle operated by theamed insured if the certification is re While engaged in the employment, other than domestic, of the in
quiredto be furnished by a vehicle operator or coverage for afyred.or while engageth the operation, maintenance or repair of
motor vehicle owned by the named insured if the certification &1y such motor vehicler any liability for damage to property

344.31 Certification of insurance as proof.  Proof of fi
nancialresponsibility for the futurenay be furnished by filing
with the secretary the written certification of any insurer duly a
thorizedto do business in this state that there isfiect a motor

requiredto be furnished by a vehicle owner ownedby, rented to, in chge of or transported by the insured.
19';5“)% 1973 ¢. 901977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (¢)1979 c. 103.236 (3) 1987 a. 27 (5) PROVISIONSINCORPORATEDIN POLICY BY LAW. Every motor
a.

No policy issued pursuamd the ch. 344 financial responsibility statutes may ex\“:“‘r.“(:h:"“a‘bIIIty pO|ICy Shal.l be SUbJe(.:t .tO the fOIIOWIng provisions
cludecoverage for persons related by blood or marriagee operator as mandated which need not be contained therein:
by s. 632.32 (6) (b) 1. Bindrim Zolonial Ins. Co190 Ws. 2d 525527 N.W2d 321 (a) The policy may not be canceled or annulled as to such li

(1995) ability by any agreement between the insurerthednsured after
344.32 Certification furnished by nonresidents as the occurrence o_f any injury or damage coveregih motor ve
proof. (1) A nonresident may give proof of financial respensinicle liability policy.
bility by filing with the secretary a written certification of an insur  (b) The satisfaction by the insured of a judgment for such inju
erauthorized to transact an automobile liability or surety busingysor damage shall not be a condition precettetite right or duty
in thestate in which the person resides or by transmitting sueh cef the insurer to make payment on account of such injudgawy
tification to the secretary by another means approved by the seage.
tary, provided the certification otherwisenformsto this chapter  (c) The insurer shall have the right to settle any claim covered
Thesecretary shall accept the certification if the insurer complig§ the policy and if such settlement is made in good faith, the
with the following with respect to the policies so certified:  amountthereof shall be deductible from thimnits of liability

(a) Such insurer shall executgoower of attorney authorizing specifiedin sub.(2).
the secretary to accept service on its behalf of notice or process ing) The policy the written application therefdf any, and any
any action arising out of a motor vehicle accident in this state.riger or endorsement which does not conflict with pinevisions

(b) Such insurer shall agree in writing that such policies shall this chapteconstitutes the entire contract between the parties.
be deemed to conform with the laws of this state relating to the ) Excess or ADDITIONAL cOVERAGE. Any policy which
termsof motor vehicle liability policies issued herein. ~grantsthe coverage required for a motazhicle liability policy

(2) If any insurer not authorized to transact business in thifay also grant any lawful coverage in excess of or in addition to
state which has qualified téurnish proof of financial responsibil the coverage specified for a motor vehicle liability policy and such
ity, defaults in any such undertakings or agreements, the secref@essor additional coverage is not subject to the provisions of
shallnot thereafter accept as proof any certification of such carrgfs chapter With respect to a policy which grants such excess or
whethertheretofore filed or thereafter tendered as proof, so loggitionalcoverage the term “motor vehicle liability policy”-ap

as such default continues. pliesonly to that part of the coverage which is requirgdhis sec
History: 1971 c. 164.82,1973 c. 901977 ¢. 2.1654 (7) (¢)1977 . 2731979 4
c.1025ss.42, 236 (3) 1987 a. 27 on.
(7) REIMBURSEMENT PROVISION PERMITTED. Any motor ve
344.33 “Motor vehicle liability policy” defined. hicle liability policy may provide that the insured shall reimburse

(1) CerTiFicaTiON. In this chapter “motor vehicle liability the insurer for any paymetite insurer would not have been ebli
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gatedto make under the terms of the policy except fopttowi-  exemptby law from execution. Such lien idedtive as of the time
sionsof this section. whenthe secretary records the bond in tHecefof the register of

(8) PRORATION OF INSURANCE PERMITTED. Any motor vehicle deedsof the county wherein such real estate is located, as provided
liability policy may provide for the prorating of the insurancdn s.706.05 (1) Such lien exists in favor of any holder of a final
thereundemith other valid and collectible insurance. judgmentagainst the person who filed such bond, for damages re

(9) MuLTiPLE PoLICIES. The requirements for a motor vehicleSU!ting ff?]ml thefownersﬁlg, ngjalntenancea uge. orl ogjeratlon of a
liability policy may be fulfilled by the policies of one or more in;notorve "é? alter sufc on vt\)/as recor feb 'd'.TC.u. agwagez "
SUrersch polcies togeher meet uch recurements. o1 care and o los of servios because ofbdly iy fo o det

(10) BiNDERS. Any binder issued pending tliesuance of a propeyrtp))/and the conseql?ent loss of use thJergof
motor vehicle liability policy shall be deemedfidfill the require . . o
mentsfor such a policy (3) If the judgment rendered against the principal on the bond

History: 1973 c. 90243 1975 c. 14%.54; 1977 ¢.293 1979 c. 103543, 236 1S ot satisfied within 60 days after it has become final, the-judg
(3), (4); 1981 c. 2841999 a. 80 mentcreditor mayfor hisor her own use and benefit and at the
Althoughthe record ownes son loaned the car to another against the fateer  judgmentcreditor's sole expense, bring an action in the name of
presswishes, the recordwners permission under (2) is presumed as a matter of | f ; f
if the sors custody and control is such that son iscitués real owner Permissive “the $tate agal.nSt the company or persons executing the bond, in
useis to be viewedhe same under sub. (2) or under the omnibus coverage of s. 2043gdingan action or proceeding to foreclose any tieat may ex
(3), 1975 StlatS- [632-32I ). Grosslveclfj372 Wis. 2d 58324th.W2d 727(1976). o ist upon the real estate of a person who has executed such bond.
Financialresponsibility statutes mandate insurance on the person, not on the H
hiclesthat the persomay own. Cardinal.\Leader National Insurance Ci&6 Ws. Iffthe foreclosure of such lien, @46 on the f(.)redosure of real
2d 375 480 N.W2d 1(1992). estate mortgages shall apply as far as possible.
Therequirement®f this section do not apply to all automobile insurance policies History: 1973c. 189s.20; Sup. Ct. Ordel67 Ws. 2d 585776 (1975)1975 c.
issuedin this state, only those that provide proof of financial responsibility under218 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c)
344.310r 344.32. Beerbohm $tate Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Co. 2000 Thedirect action statute, s. 632.2#es not apply to actions in which the principal

WI App 105,235 Wis. 2d 182612 N.W2d 338 on a bond under this section causes injuBub. (3) requires obtaining a judgment
againstthe principal before an action may be brouagminst the suretyansguard

344.34 Notice of cancellation or termination of certi _ V. Progressive Northern Insurance @88 Ws. 2d 584525 N.W2d 146 (Ct. App.

L . . g r ., .1994).

fied policy . When an insurer has certified a motor vehicle abif*%%

ity policy under s344.31 a policy under $44.32or a bond under 344.37 Money or securities as proof. (1) Proof of finan
s.344.36 the insurance so certified shall not be canceled or-terrsial responsibility for the future may be evidenced by a deposit
nateduntil at least 10 days after a notice of cancellation er tegith the secretary by the person of $60,000 in cash, or in securities
minationof theinsurance so certified has been filed in tH&ef suchas may legally be purchased by savings banks or for trust
of the secretaryNo insurance so certified may t@nceled or ter fundsof a market value of $60,000he secretary shall not accept
minatedby the insurer prior to the expiration of 90 days from theny such deposit unless accompanied by evidence that there are
effectivedate of the certification on the grounds of failur@ay no unsatisfied judgments of any character against the depositor
apremium when due. Such a certified policy or bond subsequetie county where the depositor resides.

ly procured shall, on thefettive date ofts certification, termi (2) Depositsmadeunder this section shall be held by the sec
natethe insurance previously certifieény certification or recer retaryto satisfy in accordance with this chaptany execution on
tification filed by the same insurer following cancellation shall bg judgment issued against the person making the deposit, fer dam

accompaniedy a fee of $3 payable by the insurer agesresulting from the ownership, maintenance, use or operation
19'3'13‘02’591199793;- Q1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) ()1979 €. 103,236 (3) 1987 2. 27 of 4 motor vehicle after such deposit was made, including dam
a. a. !

Thefailure of an insurer to comply with the notice requirement under this sectig@gesfor care andor loss of services because of de”y Injury to
precludesthe insurer from asserting that a previously certified policy had lapsedr death of anyperson and damages because of injury to or de
" The 10-day notce of canceliton reauirement only appled to failty coveraghrUCtON Of property and theonsequent loss of use thereof.
of a policy acquired to satisfy proof of financial responsibilitninsured motorist woney_or securities so dePOS'tEd are not Su_bJeCt _tO attachment C_)I’
coverage cancellation tookfeét immediately Nutter v Milwaukee Insurance Co. €xecutionunless such attachment or execution arises out of a suit
167 Ws. 2d 449481 N.Ww2d 701(Ct. App. 1992). for damages as set forth in this section.

. . History: 1971 c. 164.82, 1975 c. 2701977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1989 a. 32
344.35 This chapter not to affect other policies.

(1) Thischapter does naipply to or dect policies of automobile 344.38 Owner and leasing company may give proof for
insuranceagainst liability which may now or hereafter be requiredthers. Whenever any person required to give prodfrancial
by any otherdaw of this state. If such policies contain an agreg¢esponsibilityfor the future under this chapter is or later becomes
mentor are endorsed to conform to the requirements otlldip  anoperator in the employ of any owner is or later becomes a
ter,they may be certified as proof of financial responsibility undenember of the immediate family or household of the owther
this chapter secretaryshall accept proof given by such owner in lieu of proof
(2) This chapter does not apply or afect policies insuring DY such other person. If the vehicle is leased to the emptbper
solely the insured named in the policy against liabitiégulting theleasing company may file proof of financial responsibiity
from the maintenance or use by persons in the inssiesaploy behalfof the person required to furnish such proof. When proof

or on the insured behalf of motor vehicles not owned by the inhasbeen given as provided in this section, the person on whose be
sured. half such proof was furnisheday be granted a license, but only

History: 1991 a. 316 to operatehose vehicles for which proof was so given. The de
partmentshall note such restriction on the persolicense, in

344.36 Bond as proof. (1) Proof of financial responsibility cludinga designation of each vehicle for which proof was given.
may be evidenced by the bond of a surety company duly authoHistory: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)(c).
rizedto transact business within thgtate or a bond with at least
2 individual sureties each owning real estate within this state
togetherhaving equities equal in value to at least twice the amouft
of the bond, which real estate shall be scheduled in the bend
provedby a judge of @ourt of record. Such bond shall be cendi
tionedfor the payment of the amounts specified i841.01(2)
(d). The bond shall bfiled with the secretary and shall not be-can
celableexcept after 10 days’ written notice to the secretary 344,40 Revocation or suspension for failure to main -

(2) The bond constitutes a lien in favor of the state upon atgin proof; other proof may be required. (1) (a) Except
surety’sreal estate which is scheduledhe bond and which is not as provided in par(b), whenever any person whose operating

.39 Substitution of proof. The secretary shall consent
he cancellation of any bond or certification of insurance-or re
nany money or securitiés the person entitled thereto upon the
substitutionand acceptance other adequate proof of financial
responsibilitypursuant to this chapter
History: 1975 c. 2701977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1987 a. 27
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privilege was suspended or revoked who has furnished proofd#ncethereof inthe absence of evidence to the contrary in the
financial responsibility fails to maintain such proof at &imje recordsof the secretary
during the periodwhen proof of financial responsibility is-re  (3) (a) Whenever any person whose proof has been canceled
quired,the secretary shall suspend or revoke such perspetat  or returned under sultl) (c) desires reinstatement of thpgrsons
ing privilege for a period of time running from tdate of suspen operatingprivilege priorto the expiration of the period during
sionor revocation until such time as eiteatisfactory proof of which proof of financialresponsibility is required, that person
financial responsibility is again furnished or the period duringhall again furnish proobf financial responsibility Thereupon
which proof was required to be furnished has expired. that persons operating privilege is reinstated as provided in s.
(b) Whenever any person who has furnished proof of financiz43.38
responsibilityfails to maintain such proof at any time during the (b) Whenever any person whose proof baen canceled or
periodwhen proof of financial responsibility is required under seturnedunder sub(1m) (b) desiresreinstatement of his or her
344.18(1m) or (3m) or 344.19 (3m) the secretary shall suspendegistrationsprior to the expiratiorof the period during which
all of the persors registrations for period of time running from proof of financial responsibility is required, he or she shall again
the date of suspension until such time as either satisfgmooy  furnish proof of financial responsibilityThereupon his or her reg
of financial responsibility is again furnished or the pedadng istrationsmay be renewed or reinstated upon payment of the fee
which proof was required to be furnished has expired. required under 841.36 (1m)
(2) (a) Except as provided in pdb), whenever any proof of  History: 1973 c. 901975 c. 2701977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1977 c. 2731987
financial responsibility filed undethis chapter no longer fulfills & 27 1991 a. 263316 1997 a. 84

thepurposes for which _required, the secretary shall require othgiy 42 Submission of certifications and  recertifica -

proof meeting the requirements of this chapted shall suspend tions py insurers.  If the sum of certifications and recertifica

or revoke the operating privilege pendthe filing of such other tjonsunder ss344.31 344.32and344.34that are submitted an

proof. _ _ o insurerto the department in any year exceeds 1,000, the insurer
(b) Whenever any proof of financial responsibility filed undeghall pay tothe department a transaction fee of $1.50 per cettifica

S.344.18 (1m)or (3m) or 344.19 (3mno longer fulfills the pur tion or recertification that is not transmitted electronically to the

posesfor which required, the secretary shall require other progépartment.The department shall promulgate rules establishing

meetingtherequirements of this chapter and shall suspend all sfoceduregor thecollection of transaction fees under this section.

the persons registrations pending the filing of such other proof. History: 1997 a. 27

84History: 1973c. 90 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) () 1989 a. 721991 a. 2691997 a. Cross Refeence: See also chirans 197Wis. adm. code.

344.41 Duration of proof; when proof may be  canceled SUBCHAPTERIV
or returned. (1) Subject to the exceptions set forth in @),
the secretary shall, upon requesbnsent to the immediate ean PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF CHAPTER

cellationof any bond or certification of insuranaeturn to the

personentitled thereto angnoney or securities deposited pursuar344.45 Surrender of license and registration upon

to this chapter as proof of financial responsibility and shall waigispension. (1) Whenever a persamoperating privilege or
any requirement of the filing of proof of financiatsponsibility registrationis suspended under this chaptae department may
whenevergxcept as provided in sudm), any of the following orderthe persorto surrender to the department his or her opera

eventshas occurred: tor’s license and the registration plates ofwakicle or vehicles
(@) The period during which proof of financial responsibilit;’}or which registration was suspended. If the person fails immedi
is required has expired; or ately to return the operatt license or registration plates to the

(b) The person on whose behalf such proof was filed has d%%partmentthe department mayirect a trafic officer to take pos

or has become permanently incapacitdatedperate a motor ve sessiorthereof and retu_rn the_m to th_e department. .
hicle: or (2) Any person who intentionallfails or refuses to return a li

. . .censeand registration plate or plates as required by this section
cer(lg)et;)r?ﬁepsgi?gtgfgo has given proof surrenders the psron may be required to forfeit not more than $100.

> . ) History: 1971 c. 2781977 c. 2%s.1465 1654 (7) (a)(c); 1977 c. 43203 1985

(1m) Subjectto the exceptions set forth in s@B), the secre a.29 1989 a. 721997 a. 84

tary shall, upon request, consent to the immediate cancellation of ) )
anybond or certificatiorof insurance, return to the person entitled44-46 Transfer of vehicle ownership to defeat pur -
theretoany money or securities deposited pursuant tactiagter Pose of chapter . (1) No owner of a motor vehicle involved in
asproof of financial responsibility and shavkive any require anaccident in this state which is reportable und@as.70shall
ment of the filing of proof of financial responsibility under g transferthe ownership or registration of any vehicle whose regis

344.18(1m)or (3m) or 344.19 (3mwhenever any of the follow tration is subject to suspensiat revocation under this chapter
ing events has occurred: until all of the applicable provisions of this chapter has been com

; : : ) ; - plied with or until the secretary is satisfigwat such transfer is pro
(a) The period during which proof of financial responsibili X . ;
is required has expired. t)Bosedln good faith and not for the purpose or with theetfof

. defeatingthe purposes of this chapter

(b) The person who has given proof surrenders all of the per ( o . - . .
, : : 2) Any person violating this sectionay be required to forfeit

son’sregistrations to the secretary not more than $200.

(2) The secretary shall not consent to the cancellation of any : . : .
bondor the return of any money or securities if any action for-da () k‘:’_h:s seclélobn does n@tp%ly to OJ dbtﬁt t?e reglstratlog_tpf
agesupon a liability covered by such proof is then pending or a Iy venicie soid by gerson who, under Ine terms or conditions
; e e C : any written instrument giving a right of repossession, has exer
judgmentupon any such liability is then unsatisfied, or if the per.; edsuch right and has repossessed such veirie a berson
sonwho filed the bond or deposited the money or securities haﬁ 9 P P

within one year immediatelgreceding the request for cancella ost(z{eglstratlon has been suspendedrewoked under this
tion of the bond or return of the money or securities, been ir_lv_olv(é igory; 1971 c. 2781977 ¢. 265.1654 (7) (c) 1991 a. 2691997 a. 841999
asan operator or owner in any motor vehicle accident restiltinga, sq, 185

injury or damage to the person or propertptbfers. An afidavit

of the applicant as to the nonexistence of $acts, or that the per 344.48 Forged proof. (1) No person shall:

sonhas been released from all liabiligr has been finallgdjudi (a) Foge or withoutauthority sign any notice provided for in

catednot to be liable for such injury or damages idisighnt evi  s.344.140r344.15 (4) or both, to the &ct that gpolicy or bond
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is in effect or knowing or having reason to believe that the noticeNo statute requires a self-insured entity under s. 344.16 to provide uninsured mo
; i s & torist coverage as part of the optional insuranceférsfto its customers. Prophet
hasbeen foged or signed without authoritfjle or offer the notice ¢ riserant-A-Car Companyinc. 2000 Wi App 171238 Ws. 2d 150 617

for filing; or N.W.2d 225
(b) Fomge or without authoritysign any evidencef proof of ) ) o )
financial responsibility orknowing or having reason to believe344.52 Financial responsibility for foreign rented  ve-
that such evidence has beergmt or signed without authorjty hicles. (1) Whenever any motor vehictented for compensa
file or offer such evidence for filing. tion outside this state is operated in this state, the lessor of such
(c) Sign or file the didavit mentioned in 344.15 (4) know motorvehicle is dlrectly liabldor all Qamages to persons or prop
ing that it contains a false statement. erty causecby the negligent operation Qf .such rented vehicle un
L ) . . less,at the time when such damage or injury occurs, the operation
(2) Any person violating this section may be fined not mo:g( the vehicle is ééctively covered by a policy of insurance which
than$10,000 or imprisoned for not more than 9 months or botl,\igescoverage at least in the amounts specified3n4.01 (2)
© l;l_OlT_I(E)3 ?r:ebaé? is shown as amended eff. 2-1-032901 Wis. Act 109 Prior (d) for property damage, pers_onal injunyd_eath Sliél’e(_:l by any
(2) Any person violating this section may be fined not merthan $1,000 or personon QCCQ_U”I_ of the neg“gent Operatmuch Veh"_:le' _The
imprisoned for not more than 2 years or both. amountof liability imposed uporthe lessor by this section in the
History: 1985 a. 291997 a. 2832001 a. 109 absencef insurance coverage shall not exceedithigs set forth
in s.344.01 (2)d) with respect to the acceptable limits of liability
whenfurnishing proof of financial responsibilityrhe fact that the
SUBCHAPTERV rentedvehicle is operatein this state contrary to any understand
ing or agreement with the lessor is not a defense to any liability

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR RENTED AND HY  imposedby this section.

MAN SERVICES VEHICLES (2) (a) If amotor vehicle rented for compensation outside this
stateis operated in this state, the lessor of the vehidensidered
. . - . to have irrevocably appointed the secretary as the agent or attor
344.51 F'F‘a“C'a' respon5|blllty fqr dF’meS"C rented or neyupon whom legal process may be served in any action-or pro
leased vehicles. (1g) In this section: _ ceedingagainst the lessor or the lessquersonatepresentative,

(a) “Lessor” means a person who, for compensation, leasegccessors, or assigns, growing outhef operation of the rented
motor vehicle to a lessee to beerated by or with the consent ofmotorvehicle in this state, which appointment is binding upon the
thelessee or who acquires a contract for the leasing of a r®tor|essor'spersonal representative, successors, or assigns. The op
hicle from another person. eration oftherented motor vehicle in this state is a signification

(b) “Motor vehicle” means a self-propelled vehicle. of the lessors agreement that legal process or notice may be

(c) “Rental company” means a person who, for Compensati(ﬁqrvempon the lessor or the les'sgpersonal r_epresentatlve, suc
rentsa motor vehicle to genter to be operated by or with the conCessorsor assigns and that process or notice so served has the
sentof the renter or who acquires a contract for the renting of-a nf@Mmelegal force as if personally served upon them in this state.
tor vehicle from another person. (b) Service of process or notice under. f@yshall be madas

(1m) No lessor or rental company may for compensation repfovidedin s.345.09 This section does notfatt the right to
or lease any motor vehicle unless there is filétti the department S€rveprocess or notice on the nonresident operator of the rented
ona form prescribed by the department a certificate for a good dR@tor vehicle as provided in345.09
sufficientbond or policy of insurance issued by an insurer autho (3) In this section, “motor vehicle” means a self-propelled
rizedto do an automobile liability insurance or surety businessliicle.
this state. The certificate shall provitlet the insurer which4s  History: 1977 c. 292001 a. 102
sued it will be liable for damages caused by the negligent-opera ) )
tion of the motor vehicle in the amounts set forth i84s1.01 (2) 344.55 Insurance for human service vehicles. (1) No
(d). No lessor or rental company complying with this subsectiomotor vehicle may be used as a human service vehicle ualess
andno lessor or rental company entering intaeguiring an inter  Policy of bodily injury and property damage liability insurance,
estin any contract for the rental or leasing afator vehicle for !ssueplbylan insurer authorlzed.to transact busmess in this state,
which any other lessor or rental company has complied with tignaintained thereon. The policy shall provide property damage
subsectionis liable for damages caused by the negligent epet@bility coverage with a limit of not less than $10,000. The policy
tion of the motor vehicle by another person. alsoshall provide bodily injury liability coverage with I|m|t_s o_f
(2) Any lessoror rental company failing to comply with this notlessthan $75,000 for each person and, subject to such limit for

sectionis directly liable for damages caused by the negligenceeothperson‘ total limits as fo!lows. . .
the person operating such rented or leased vehicle, but such liabil (&) $150,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle having
ity may not exceed the limits set forth ir844.01 (2) (dwith re ~ @Seating capacity of 7 passengers or less.

spectto the acceptable limits d&bility when furnishing proof of (b) $200,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle having

financial responsibility a seating capacity of 8 to 15 passengers.
(3) Any person violating this sectionay be required to forfeit () $250,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle having
not more than $200. a seating capacity of 16 to 24 passengers.

4Hgiistory: 1971 c. 2781977 c. 2%.1654 (7) ()1979 c. 1021995 a. 3291997 (d) $375,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle having
a . .

A lessor is not liable to the lesse@isurer for monies that the insurer paid to a vica seating capacity of 2510 36_ passengers. . .
tim of the lesses’negligence. American Family Mutual Insurance C&aciprocal (e) $500,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle having
Ins. Service Exchange Mgt. Cb11 Wis. 2d 308330N.W.2d 223(Ct. App. 1983). aseating Capacity of 37 to 49 passengers.

Whena lesses’insurance was indidient to cover all damages, the less@rrors .
andomissions policy was required to cover remaining damages. Germaridéa v () $500,000 plus not less than_$10,000 for each aCC'_dem for
tional Indemnity Co119 Ws. 2d 293349 N.W2d 733(Ct. App. 1984). eachpassenger seat accommodation for each motor veétfdee

Sections344.30 and 344.16 permit car rental agenciesitisfy their obligation ing a seating capacity of 50 or more passengers.
of proving financial responsibility by filing a certificate élf-insurance and receiv . . .
ing a certificate fronDOT confirming their ability to payA self-insured agency is (2) Thedepartment may nassue registration plates for such
notthe equivalent of an uninsured driver as it is not otherwise liable for its esseg'vehicle unless there is on file with the department a certificate
negligence.lts liability is limited to the amount an insurer would be required tp pay. ¢ : : ; e : :
which under s. 344.01 (2) (d) is fixed at $25,000. BoatrigBpiewak214 Ws. 2d f insurance showinghat the vehicle is insured in compliance

506, 570 N.W2d 897(Ct. App. 1997). with sub.(1). No such policy may be terminated ptioiits expira
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tion or canceled for any reasanless a notice thereof is filed withrized driver liable tothe extent permitted under suf®) to (4) for
the department at least 30 days prior to the datermination or physicalor mechanical damage to the rented private passeager
cancellation. The department shall suspend the registration ohile that is caused by any of the following:

vehicleon which the insurance polityas been terminated or ean 1. An accident occurringvhile the private passenger vehicle

celed,effective on the date of termination or cancellation. is operated by the authorized driver and is underehtlagree
History: 1983 a. 17%.20; Stats. 1983 s. 344.55997 a. 84 ment.
A : 2. The authorized driver whis using the private passenger
344.57 Definitions applicable to ss. 344.57 to 344.579. o - - -
In s5.344.57t0 344.579 vehicle,intentionallyor by his or her reckless or wanton miscon

. L. . ., duct
(1) “Accident” means collisiorof a private passenger vehicle

. . : : (2) Limits oN LIABILITY. (&) The total liability of a renter or
vameaaogggrgﬁéenm or other upssthe private passenger VehICIeauthorizeddriver under sub(l) for damage to a rented private

B ) — . . . . passengevehicle may not exceed all of the following:
(2) “Authorized driver” means, in connection with a private 1. The lesser of:

passengevehicle under a rental agreement, all of the following: .
(a) The spouse of the rentéithe spouse is a licenseldver a. The actual and reasonable costs that the rental company in
e ; ; curredto repair theprivate passenger vehicle or that the rental
andmeets any minimum age requirement in the rental a";]reerr_"‘ac%[rnpanyvvould have incurred if the privagassenger vehicle had
(b) A person listed in the rental agreement as an authorizggbnrepaired, which shall reflect amyscounts, price reductions
driver. _ or adjustments available to the rental company
(c) The rentels employeremployee or co-workeifthe em  p The fair market value of that private passenger velniele
ployer,employee or co-worker engages in a business activity Witk diatelybefore the damage occurred, as determined in the cus
the renter is a licensed driver and meets the rental companyomarymarket for the sale of that private passenger vehicle.
minimumage requirement. _ _ _ 2. Actual and reasonable costs incurred by the rental company
(d) A person who operates the privatssenger vehicle duringfor towing the private passenger vehicle &storage of the pri
anemegency or while parking the private passenger vehicle a{/ate passenger vehicle for no more than 2 days.
commercialor private establishment. o (b) A rental company may not hold the renter or authorized
(3) “Damagewaiver” means a contractual provisiamder driver liable for any of the following:
which a rental company agrees for a geanotto hold arenteror 7 | 555 or damage to the private passenger vehicle resulting
authorizeddriver liable for damage or loss related to a private pagom 5 cause other than that described in gli(a) 1.or 2. with
sengervehicle rented by the renter _ respecto the renter asub.(1) (b) 1.or2. with respect to the autho
(4) “Private passenger vehicle” means a type 1 automobilgized driver.
(5) “Rental agreement” means a written agreement setting 2. Loss of use of the private passenger vehicle.
forth the terms and conditions governing the use of a private pas 3 Any administrative chges, including the cost of appraisal,

sengenvehicle provided for rent by a rental company or other costs or expenses that are incidental to the damage to the
~ (6) "Rentalcompany” means a person in the business of prrivate passenger vehicle.
viding private passenger vehicles for rent to the public. 4. Any other chage unless expressly permitted under (@ar
(7) “Renter”means the persamho rents a private passenger (c) A rental company may not hold the renter liable for any
vehiclefrom a rental company under a rental agreement.  amountsthat the rental company has recovered from an autho
History: 1989 a. 328 rizeddriver. A rental company may not hold an authorized driver
liable for any amounts that the rental company has recovered from

344.572  Applicability to rental agreements. (1) Except the renter
asprovided in sub(2), ss.344.574 344.576and344.578apply 4) INSPECTIONAND ESTIMATES. A rental company magiot
to all rental agreements concerning private passenger vehicle octor attempto collect the amount described in @, (a)
rentedfrom locations in this state for a period of 30 consecutl\%m the rantar gr  ithorzed divor o the inatreihefronter or
daysor less. . X rethe

(2) Sections344.574 344.576and344.578do notapply to a Iaz)t\J/rl?r(])E;l.ze(ﬂrlver unless the rental company satisfies all of the fol
rentalagreement under which a persents from a motor vehicle @ Allows the renter or authorized driver who mayliable
dealerlicensed under s218.0101t0 218.0163a privatepassen . - .
ger vehicle owned by the dealdthe private passenger vehicleundersub.(l) (b)and thensurer of the renter or authorized driver

is rented only for use while a vehicle owned or leased by the pi} NSPect the unrepaired rented private passenger vehicle within
sonor whichthe person has agreed to purchase is being serviced/orking days after the rental company is notified of the damage.
repaired,manufactured or delivered. pbn receiving notice of the damage, the rental company shall

(3) If a rental agreement is subject ot 574 344.576and promptly notify the renter or authorized driver who may be liable

344.578 any provisionof the rental agreement that violates anundersub.(l) (b)of his or her right and his or her insugeright

requiremenof ss.344.574 344.576and344.578is void. to |nbsp%c;tthe prl:/atetpzass$ngetr V?hlde' fi ir sh
History: 1989 a. 3281999 a. 31 (b) ains ateast 2 estimates from competing repair shops

on the costs of repairing the private passengicle, makes a
344.574 Limited liability for damage. (1) DamaGE ToPr-  COPY Of eachestimate available upon request to the renter-or au
VATE PASSENGERVEHICLE. (3) Unless a renter purchases a dama#ftorizeddriver who may be liable under siib) (b) or theinsurer
waiver offered in accordance with 344.576 a rental company Of the renter or authorized driveho may be liable under sui.)
may hold the renter liabléeo the extent permitted under sug®).” (b) and submits a copy of each estimate with eajm to collect

to (4) for physical or mechanical damage to the rented private pite amount described in suf2) (a)

sengevehicle that is caused by any of the following: History: 1989 a. 328
1. An accident occurring/hile the private passenger vehicle344.576 Damage waivers. (1) OFFER AND SALE RE-
is under the rental agreement. STRICTED. A rental company may notfef or sell a damage waiver

2. The renter or an authorized driver who is using the private conjunction with a rental agreement unless the terms of the
passengevehicle, intentionally or by his or her recklessvanton damagewaiver comply with suk(2) and the renter is provided the
misconduct. noticerequired under sulf3).

(b) Unless a rentgourchases a damage waivefieoéd in ae (2) Terwms. Every damage waiver shall provide that the rental
cordancewith s.344.576 a rental company may hold anthe companymay not hold the renter or authorized driver liable for
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any amount that the renter or authorized driver might otherwise Bbe rule may specify additional information that must be included
liable for under s344.574 (2) (ajor damage to the rented privatein the notice and the precise language that must be used.

passengevehicle, unless any of the following applies: gistorylr? %989 a. 382819I95 ?A%(Y:P 18,01 Wi ad J
. . . . e N 2 B . . .
(a) The damage is caused by the renter or authorized driver in ross Refeence: see aiso 1 Wis. adm. code

tentionallyor by his or her reckless or wanton misconduct. 344 577 Advertisement or representation. (1) DEFINI-

(b) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized driveon. In this section, “advertisement @presentation” means any
operateshe private passenger vehicle in this state while uhéer oral, written or graphic statement which is made in connection
influence of an intoxicant or other drug, aescribed under s. with the solicitation of the rental of a private passenger vehicle.
346.63(1) (a)or (b) or (2m). (2) DAMAGE WAIVER CHARGE. If a rental company or aem

(c) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized driy@ioyeeor agent of a rental company disseminates or makes in this
operateghe private passenger vehicle in another state while undeatean advertisement or representation that includsgtatament
the influence of an intoxicant or other drug, as described in tloéthe rental rate for a private passenger vehicle available for rent

laws of that state. from a location in this state, the advertisement or representation
(d) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized drivesf3allalso include a statement of the feafor any damage waiver
engagedn a race or speed or endurance contest. offered by the rental company in conjunction with the rental of

i tprivate passenger vehicle and a statemenptirahase of the
damagewaiver is optional.
History: 1989 a. 328

(e) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized drive
using,or has directed another to use, phigate passenger vehicle
in the commission of a misdemeanor or felasg/those terms are

definedin s.939.60 344578 Credit card for deposit or damages. (1) Pro-

() The damage occurs while the rermperauthorized driver HIBITED DEPOSITS;COLLECTION OF DAMAGES. A rental company
usestheprivate passenger vehicle to carry persons or property foay not use credit available pursuant to a credit card belonging to
hire. arenter as a deposit for damages for which the renter miagithe

(g) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized drivi@ble under s344.574 (2) (apr for any other chges, excepas
usesthe private passenger vehicle outside of the United Staterovidedin sub.(2). If a rented private passenger vehicle is-dam

Canadaunless use outside the United States or Canada-is fded.the rental company may use credit available pursuant to a
mitted under the rental agreement. creditcard belonging to the renter as payment for the damages for

(h) The damage occurs while the private passenger vehicld/4ch the renter is liable undsi344.574 (2) (apnly if the rental
operatecbn a surface not intended for use by private passenger panyqbta_lns_ the rentes authorization to use that credit and
hicles tl giyth.orlzatlons. obtained after the total amount of the reater

o . . . . . liability is determined and before the rental company processes

(i) The renter provided misleading or false information to thge credit card chaye.
rental company causing the rental company to rent the private (2) DEPOSITFOR RENTAL FEES. If authorized by the rentea
passengevehicle when the rental company woulat have other o hta1company may use credit available pursuant to a credit card
wise done so, or on terms to which it would not have Otherw'ﬁ%longingto the renter as a deposit for the estimated cotsteof
agrged. ) ) ~rental,as determined under this subsection. @stenated cost of

() The renter or the authorized driver who was operating tfige rentalmay not exceed an amount equal to the daily rental rate
private passenger vehicle when an accident occurred fails ggecifiedin the rental agreement, which may include the daily
promptly report to the police and rental company the accident hargefor a damage waiver fiurchased by the rentenultiplied
sultingin damage to the private passenger vehicle. by the number of days specified in the agreement for which the

(3) NorTice. (a) A rental company thatfefs or sells a damage private passenger vehicle is being rented.
waiver shall provide teeach renter a written notice that is in the History: 1989 a. 328

form required by rule under p4c) and that includes all of the fol 344579 Violations. (1) PEnaTES. Whoever violates s.

lowing:
. 344.574344.576 (1)(2) or (3) (a)or (b), 344.5770r344.578may
1. An explanation of the total costs that the renter or authy, e qyireto forfeit not less than $500 nor more than $1,000 for
rizeddriver may be liable for under 344.574 (2) (a) eachviolation.
2. A statement that the liability of the renter or authorized (2) ENFORCEMENT. The de i

. : partment of agriculture, trade and
driverunder s344.574 (2) (ajnay becovered by the renteror  :onsymeprotection shall investigate violations of 844.574
authorizeddriver's personal motorehicle insurance policy or by 344 576(1),(2) and(3) (a)and(b), 344.577and344.578 The de
anagreement under which the renter or authortrecer has ob  partmentof agriculture, trade and consumer protection may en be

taineda credit card. half of the state:
3. Alist of any exceptions to the damagaiver imposed in () Bring an action for temporary or permanent injunctive or
accordancevith sub.(2) (a)to (j). otherrelief in any court of competent jurisdiction for any violation
4. An explanation ofhe right of inspection under344.574 of s.344.574344.576 (1)(2) or(3) (a)or(b), 344.5770r344.578
4) (a) The court may upon entry of finajudgment, award restitution
5. The address and telephone number of the department of@enappropriate to any person farfng loss because of a viela
riculture, trade and consumer protection. tion of s.344.574 344.576 (1)(2) or (3) (a)or (b), 344.577or
6. Any other information required by rule under. jga): Sélﬁf?&f proof of such loss is submitted to the satisfaction of the

7. Aline for the rentés signature. . (b) Bring an actionn any court of competent jurisdiction for

(b) A rentalcompany that éérs or sells a damage waiver shalfheyecovery of forfeitures authorized under sgi.
providethe notice described in p4a) to each renter before the (3) DEreNsE. Proof by a rental company that the rentahpa
renterenters into a rental agreement. The rental company shallyoon‘an action to impose liability upon a renter or authorized
give the renter one copy of tietice signed by the renter and shalljiyer” even though the renter had purchased a damage waiver
retainone copy in its files. sold under s344.576 becausef a good—faith mistake that an-ex
~ () The department of agriculture, trade and consymi#ee  ception under 844.576 (2) (ajo(j) applied is a defense to a pro
tion shall promulgate rules specifying the formtieé notice re  secutionfor a violation of the terms of tt#amage waiver under
quiredunder par(a), including the size of the paper and the typg.344.576 (2)
sizeand any highlighting of the information described in (@r History: 1989 a. 3281995 a. 27
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