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CHAPTER 213
POLICE AND FIRE FIGHTING SERVICE
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213.06 Purposes of town fire companies; refusal to act. 213.12 Pay.

213.07 Town fire company reports; exemptions. 213.13 Rest days for fire fighters.

213.08 What is a town fire department. 213.15 Fire hose threads and fittings to be uniform.

213.01 Fire Fighters’ Association; powers; military 213.04 City and village fire companies: how dis -

duty. (1) The Wisconsin State Fire Fighters’ Associatiog@r banded. The common council of any city or the boardrastees
nizedunder the laws of this state is continued, with all of its-povef any village in which any fire company may be located shall
ersand privileges; and any person having served for the termhafvepower to disband any fire company foisconduct or when
7 years in any company belonging to the association shall theyconsider it properWhenever any fire companydsbanded
exemptfrom military duty except in case of insurrectioniova  underthis section, the foreman of the fire company shall immedi
sion. ately call a meeting of the company to provide for the disposal of
(2) No engine company oindependent hose companythecompanys property The powers dthe trustees then infafe
belongingto said association shall at any time exceed 50 persosigallcontinue for the purpose of disposing of the comzaprop
andno hook and ladder compam0 persons. erty and settling up its businesgaifs.
History: 1975 c. 945.91 (9) 1977 c. 3181983 a. 36242 History: 1997 a. 254

213.02 City and village fire company trustees: elec- 213.05 Organization oftown fire companies. Any num
tion, powers. (1) The membersf any fire companyn any city berof persons, not leghan 15, not residing in any city or village
or village, which has beamganizedand has elected thosdiofrs may oganize a fire company asnonstock corporation under ch.
requiredby law and whose g@anization and election offafers 181 for the protection of life and propertyA corporation aya-
havebeen confirmed by the governing body of the city or villag@izedunder this section shall have all of the powers of a corpora
may, whenassembled at their usual place of meeting and accotidn, including the powers respecting real estate necessary or
ing to the rule®f the companyelect annually not less than 3 noiproperto accomplish the purposes prescribed by the company’
morethan 9 trustees. The trustees shall have the power to do aniclesof omyanization, and shall be governed by all of the provi
of the following: sionsof the statutes applicable to fire companies and nonstock
(a) Take chage of the property of the fire compamyd trans corporations.

actall business relative to the investment, caredisigosal of the ~ History: 1997 a. 254 o _
Cross—reference: See $102.07(7) for provision as to workés compensation

property. liability.
(b) Have a common seal that the trustees may alter at their plesolunteerfire department ganized as nonprofit corporations under s. 213.05 are
sure. notsubject to the open meeting 186 Atty. Gen 1.3.

. Whethera private sector fire department may be transformediptablic depast
(c) Take possession of, and, pursuant to_the rules of the CQRdntupon reaching a certain level of governmental involvement is discussed.
pany,manage, control, purchase, take, receive, recover and halg, Gen. 61

sell, convey mortgage, demiségase and improve all of the prop

erty of the companyincluding all burial places belonging to the213.06 Purposes of town fire companies; refusal to
companyand erect and put in repair all buildings necessary for thet. The purposeand objects of a corporationganized under
company. s.213.05shall be to aid and assist in the extinguishmeffited

(d) Sue and be sued in all matters pertaining to the property &h@r near the place of the corporat®tocation. If the company
the debts, claims, demands alihilities of the company under refuseswhen notified, to attend any fire within three—quarters of

the name “trustees of .... (name the company of which they @#ile from the location of the engine or truck house, the corpora
trustees)”. tion shall forfeit $50.

(2) All property conveyed to a fire company or to any person''Stoy: 1997 a. 254

astrustee for the use of a fire company shall vest in the trustee 07 Town fir mpany reports: exemotion Th

the company as fully as if originally conveyed to the trustees, ot ]9 n e co p? Y Trepol sae ed P ;1%' 05sh l?

shall be held by the trustees and their successors in trust for ﬁg.e aryor each corporation ganized unaer -Uoshall,
in 10 days after the election offiekrs in each yeadeliver

; . © Wi
COHEPO?y?ygg?E thSLO the provisions of suti) . to the town clerlka report giving the names of thdioérs elected

for the ensuing year and the names of all actieenbers of the
213.03 C|ty and Vi”age fire Company trustees: term; COI’pora'[iOI’lon the date Of the eleCtiOn. The town Clerk Sha” flle

vacancies. Trustees of a fire companglected under £13.02 the report in the clerk’ofice and, when required, giereceipt
shallhold ofice for one year and until their successors are electé@erefor. Each member of theorporation reported to the clerk
A trustee may be removed at any time by the company for cad#derthis section shall be exempted from military duty except in
after the trustee has had an opportunity to be heahisior her caseof war invasion or insurrection. A corporationganized
defense. Every vacancy in thdio$ of trustee may be filletbr unders.213.05and each of the active members of the corporation
theresidue of the term.” Any 2 trustees may call'a meeting of tpfeallhave and bentitled to all of the benefits conferred upon fire
trusteesand a majoritybeing convened according to the bylaw§ompaniesand the members of figmpanies by any general law
of the companymay transact any business authorized to be dopkthe state. Any secretary of a corporatiogamized under s.

by them. 213.05whofalsely reports to the town clerk that any person is a

History: 1997 a. 254 memberof the corporation for the purpose g#tting the person
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the benefits conferred in this section shall forfeit $25 for each (b) A member of a fire fighters relief association for a city who
offense. hasnot served as a member of the sifire department for 10 cen
History: 1991 a. 3161997 a. 254 secutive years shall be entitled to all of the advantages and benefits
of the firefighters relief association as long as that member pays
213.08 What is a town fire department.  One or more com duesand complies with the rules, regulations and bylaws of the
paniesorganized under 213.05 with not less than 30 active associatiorand meets one of the following criteria:
membershaving at least one good fire engine and not less than 1 The member is retiresh a pension by reason of permanent

500feet of sound hose kept in an engine house, fit and ready agahpility due to injuries stiéred while in the performance of
times for actual service, and one or more companigarized dutiesas a member of the fire department.

under s. 213.05 with not less than 15 active members and 5 1he member haseen granted a duty disability for injuries
equippedwith at least one good hook and ladder truck, located %foferedwhile in the performgnce of duties)z,amembe); of theJ fire

morethan one mile apart in the same town, shall constitute a fign 2 tmen@nd the membes actual term of service in the fire
department.Themembers of the companies that make up the fifg - tmenttogether with the period of time while on duty disabil
departmentnay meet and elect one of their members chief of tl 9 equals 10 or more years.

fire department. The chief shall holdioé for one year and until (3) Each person on becoming a member of a fire department

a successor is elected. The chief shall have control of the co D - "ok
paniesthat make up the fire department and those companies s %psemembers have formed a fire fighters relief association shall
erequired to pay the association an initiation fee not exceeding

obeythe chiefs orders aall times. The chief shall also have al i
20 and annual dues so long as the person remains a member of

g;mg \[I)V(;vrv;éflag d privileges and be subject to the same penalt efire department. A person shall become a member of the asso

History: 1991 a. 3161997 a. 254 ciationwhen that persos’name is placed on the payroll of fine
' ' department.
213.095 Police power of fire chief, rescue  squads. The (4) Everyfire fightersrelief association shall have all of the

chief, chief engineer assistant engineecaptain, lieutenant, usual powersf a Cc_)rporation necessary and proper for the pur
executiveofficer or other person in chge of any volunteer fire poseof its oganization, and may taltB/ gift, grant or purchasg,
companyassociation, fire district, or any otheganization oga- realand personal propertgnd hold, enjoylease, convey and dis
nized or created for the purpose of extinguishing fires pred poseof its property subject to the assouatmhquws and regula.
ventingfire hazards, or first aid calls involving either persons tions. All of the real and persoratoperty belonging to an associ
property shall have authority to do any of the following: ationand the rents, issues and profits f_rom that property_sh_all be
(1) Suppressny disorder and order all individuals @sm devoted solely to the purposes and objects of the association.

paniesto leave the neighborhood of any fire or first aid scene.  (5) (&) The control and disposal of tlfiends, property and
(2) Commandrom the inhabitants of the cityillage or town estateand the direction and management of all of the concerns of

all necessargssistance for the suppression of fires and the prégfire fighters relief association, subject to any directions and
ervationof property exposed to fire reéstrictionsthat may be imposed by the bylaws of the association,
- shallbe vested in a board of trustees. The board of trustees shall
(3) Enterany property or premises to do whatever may re

bivb i th ;  thicaf's duti Bonsistof a president, vice president, treasussrcretary and
sonablybe necessary In the periormance or tean's dulles oy .. tivecommittee of 3, who shall be electedsath time and

while engaged in the work of extinguishing any fire or performingjace and bsuch members of the association entitled to vote as
any duties incidental thereto. . is provided by the bylawsf the association. The fiers so

(4) Enterany property or premises to do whatever may reglectedshall hold their respectivefafes for one yeamunless the
sonablybe necessary in the performance of tHeef's duties pylaws provide otherwise, and until their successors are elected
while engaged in the work of aiding persons or minimizing thghdqualified. An association may elect or appoint such otlfier of
lossto property at a first aid scene. cersfor such terms as its bylaws may prescribe. TFieen§ of

History: 1997 a. 254 an association shaljive bonds for the faithful performance of

. . . L . their respectiveduties when required to do so by the association’

213.10 Fire Fighters Relief Association.  (1g) In thissee bylaws.
tion, "members of the paid fire department” means all fire depart’ )\ person shall be electeddohold any dice in a fire
ment personnel who are engaged in the duties of fire fighting, ffgnier relief association unless the person is in the active

fighting training and directly related skills, including fire preveng )| ovmenpf the fire departmerf the city in which the asseci
tion, investigation and inspection. _ _ ationis oganized. If a persos’employment with that city is ter
(Im) (a) The members of the paid fire departmiardny city minatedwhile the person holds anyfiok of the association, the
who complywith the constitution and bylaws of the fire fightergyerson’sterm of ofice shall thereupon be terminated, and the
relief association ganized in that cityare constituted a body €or mempersf the association who are entitled to votepas/ided
poratein that city under the name of “The Fire Fighters Religh the associatios’bylaws, shall immediately elect a successor
Associationof the City of ....". Except as provided in g, the gy The hoard of trustees of a fire fighters relief association

purposeof a fire fighters relief association shall be giving relie P ;
to the sickand disabled members of the association and their fai Finay purchase group life insurance for the members of the associa

lies and to any othgrersons for whom the constitution and bylaws

of the association may provide (7) (&) All members of a fire department who do not qualify

asmembers of the paid fire department shall, upon commence

(b) If a member in good standing at the time of the melsibef, e of their employment with a city department, have the option
deathleaves no person entitledriglief under the constitution and ¢ joining the fire fighters relief association in that city

bylawsof the association, the board of trustees of the associatio b) The employees described in ga who are, together with

is empowered to pay the expenses of theillastss and funeral
costsgf the deceage%lj memb?iamited to a sum to be fixed by the.OtherS who are transferréalor are, on March 27, 1969, perform

.- o ing duties other than fire fighting, fire fighting trainirend
constitutionand bylaws of the association. directly related skillsjncluding fire prevention, investigation and

(2) (@) A member of a fire fighters relief association for a Citjyspection shallhave the option of continuing their membership
who ceases to be a member of that sifjfe department after a i, the fire fighters relief association.

periodof 10 consecutive years of service shall be entitled to all Ofyisiory: 1983 a. 2421991 a. 3161997 a. 254

the advantages and benefits of the fire fighters relgsociation

aslong as that member pays dues emahplies with the rules, reg 213.105 State Fire Fighters Memorial.  The StateFire
ulationsand bylaws of the association. FightersMemorial,located in the city of consin Rapids, is des
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ignatedthe oficial memorial to honor all fire fighters of this statesuchother oficers and for such terms aslitglaws may prescribe.

who have given their lives in the public service. The officers of such corporation shajive bonds for the faithful
History: 1995 a. 217 performanceof their respective duties when required so to do by
. ) . the laws thereof. No person may be elected to or holaffing
213.106 State Police and Fire Fighters Hall of Fame. in such corporation unless that person is employed by theocity

TheOld Firehouse Police aridre Museum, located in the city of yhich this section becomesfettive and in the active employ
Superior,is designated the fifial hall of fame to honor police mentof the police department of the city or no longer inabive
officersand fire fighters ofhis state for their dedicated public-seremploymentof the police department because pleeson is serv
vice. ing as a liaison between the police department and theltthat
History: 1995 a. 217 person’'semploymentwvith such city is terminated while holding
213.11 Police Relief Association. (1) The members of the the office of trustee or any otherfife of such corporation, that

paid police department in any city heretofore or hereaftga-or person’sterm of ofice shall thereupon be terminated, and the

: - P membersof such corporation as are, by the bylaws thereof,
nized,who comply with the constitution and bylaws of the asso{‘rénrﬁtitledto vote, shall forthwith elect that persersuccessor in the

ation hereinafter mentioned, are constituted a body corporate’] ; -
suchcity under the name of “The Police Relief Association of tHRannerrescribed by the constitution and bylaofshe corpora

City of ....,” for the purpose of providing death benefits to th n. . . i
beneficiariesof the members of such association and taeit- (6) Theboard of trustees of any police relief association may

lies and to such other persons as the constitution and bylawdPdfchasegroup life insurance for the members of the association.
suchassociation may provide, the amount to be paid in benefitSto"y: 1981 ¢. 39¢.252 1991 a. 3161997 a. 223254

to be limited to a sum to be fixed by thenstitution and bylaws 213 12 Pay. The common council of any city atite board of

of said association. ) _ o trusteesof any village which owns a fire engine shall annually pay
(2) Any member of the Police Relief Association who, afteto each active fire fighter belongirg any fire company ganized

atleast 5 years of service, ceases to actthitpolice department by authority of the city or village an amount that the common

of which that person has been a member shall continegjoy council or board of trustees considers a reasonable compensation

all the advantages and benefits of the association as long asdh¢éne services of the fire fighter

personcomplies with the rules, regulations and bylaws of theHistory: 1983 a. 2421997 a. 254

sameand pays dues, unless the connection of such person with o )

saiddepartment was discontinued for the goothefservice, and 213.13 Restdays for fire fighters. (1) Except as provided

providedthat the person ceases to be in the active employmentibfubs.(2) and(3), the common council or governing body of

the police department by reason of any of the following: everycity having a paid fire department shall provide and the

(a) The person is retired from active service on a pension%}jefengin_eer of the erartment shall assign to, each fire fighter
annuity. in the service of the city full rest days as follows:

(b) The person is on a leave of absence for a purpose tha i£8) In 1st classities, one full rest day of 24 consecutive hours
specifiedin the bylaws of the association. uringeach 72 hours. .
(c) The persoiis serving as a liaison between the police depaEt (b) In 2nd and 3rd class cities, one falt day of 24 consecu

mentand the city in which the department is located. Ive hours during egqh 96 hours. )
(3) A person who becomes a member of such police depart (c) In 4th class cities, one full rest day of 24 consecutive hours

mentafter this section comes into force afict in any city in ouingéach 168 hours. _
this state shall, within ongear after becoming a member of such (2) Therest day requirements under s(.do not apply in
departmentbe required to joisuch association and to pay an inicaseof positive necessity by some sudden and serious fire, acci

tiation fee not exceeding $50 and annual dues so long pstsen  dentor other peril, which, in thpidgment of the chief engineer
remainsa member or other oficers in chage,demands that a day of rest not be given

that time, but arrangements shall be made so that each full rest

of a corporation necessary and proper for the purpose ofjés or”2Y mayf bhe had at such time or times as will not impair thie ef
nizationand may take by gift, grant or purchase, real and persoﬁ'ﬁncyo the dgp_artment. ) . "
estateand hold, enjaylease, convey ardispose of the same sub (3) Theprovisions of this section shall not apply to cities-hav
jectto its bylaws and regulations; and all such property and ¥ the 2 platoon or double shift.

rents,issues and profits thereof shall be devoted solely to the pur'Story: 1983 a. 2421997 a. 254

posesand objects of such corporation. 213.15 Fire hose threads and fittings to be uniform. Al

(5) Thecontrol and disposal of the fungspperty and estate fire hose fittings, apparatus fittings, 1.5 and 2.5 inches in diameter
andthe direction and management of all the concerns of sueh galirchasedr procured by a fire department or fire compahgll
poration, under such direction and restrictions as may be impobechf the national standard hose thread as adopted by the national
by the bylaws thereof, shall be vested in a board of trustees-to g@® protection associationNo fire department shall utilize hose
sistof a president, vice president, treasusecretary and execu andequipment not in conformance with treguirement that all
tive committeeof 3, who shall be elected for such terms, at sughreadsshallbe national standard hose thread as adopted by the
time and place and by such members of the corporation as Hegional Fire Protection Association. Any persoriesing for
bylaws of the corporation may provide; and suchicérs so salenonstandard hose couplings, fittings or apparatus fittings may
electedshall holdtheir respective &ites until their successors arepe fined not less than $100 nor more than $500.
electedand qualified; and suatorporation may elect or appoint History: 1997 a. 254

(4) Every such association shall have all of the usual pow
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