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CHAPTER 5
ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS AND VOTING SYSTEMS

SUBCHAPTERI 5.58 Spring primary ballots.
GENERAL PROVISIONS 5.60 Spring election ballots.

5.01 Scope. 5.62 September primary ballots.
5.02 Definitions. 5.64 General election ballots.
5.05  Government accountability board; powers and duties. 5.65  Special referendum ballots.
5.052  Government accountability candidate committee. 5.655  Consolidated ballots.
5.054  Duties of the legal counsel. 5.66  Number of ballots.
5.055  Election assistance commission standards board. 5.68  Cost of elections.
5.056  Matching program with secretary of transportation. 5.72  Correcting ballot errors.
5.06 Compliance review; appeal. SUBCHAPTER llI
5.061  Compliance with federal Help Americai Act. ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS
5.07 Action to compel compliance. 5.76 Adoption, experimentation or discontinuance of systems.
5.08 Petition for enforcement. 5.77 Applicable procedures.
5.081 Petition for enforcement of voting rights. 5.78 Voting booths.
5.09 Certification of documents. 5.79 Instruction of electors.
5.10 Presidential electors. 5.80 Demonstrator electronic voting system.
5.15 Division of municipalities into wards. 5.81 Ballot information; arrangement; absentee ballots.
5.18 Enforcement of division requirement. 5.82 Write—in ballots.
5.25 Polling places. 5.83 Preparation for use of voting devices; comparison of ballots.
5.35 Polling place requirements. T 5.84  Testing of equipment; requirements for programs and ballots.
5.36 Notice of voting by individuals with disabilities. 5.85 Receiving, counting, tallying and return of ballots.
5.37  Voting machine requirements. 5.86 Proceedings at central counting locations.
5.40 Use of voting machines or systems. 5.87 Tabulating votes.

SUBCHAPTER I 5.89 Official return.

BALLOT FORM 5.90 Recounts.
5.51 General provisions. 5.905 Software components.
5.52 Multi-candidate elections. 5.91 Requisites for approval of ballots, devices and equipment.
5.53 Voting machine ballots. 5.92 Bond may be required.
5.54 Notice to electors. 5.93 Administration.
5.55 Information. 5.94 Sample ballots; publication.
5.56 Multiple columns and rows. 5.95 Elector information.

~ NOTE: 2005 Ws. Act 451, which made major revisions to the electiodaws,  dateswith equal votes may advance to the final election, the
including to Chapter 5, contains an extensive fatory note explaining the

changes. choiceshall similarly be made by drawing lots.
(c) The candidates may all those tied for the samefiok are
SUBCHAPTERI presentgraw for themselves. Upon refusal or absence of any of
the candidates, the board of canvassers shall appoint a competent
GENERAL PROVISIONS personto draw and upon the resultieclare and certify the winner

(d) If a question is submitted to the electors and an equmal
5.01 Scope. (1) CONSTRUCTIONOF CHS.5 To 12. Except as berof votes are cast for and against adopttbe,question fails
otherwiseprovided, chs5 to 12 shall be construed to givefeét adoption.
to the will of the electors, if that can be ascertained from the pro (5) ELECTION OF GOVERNORAND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. (&)
ceedingsnotwithstanding informality or failure to fully comply |n every general election to choose the governor and the lieutenant

with some of their provisions. governor,each elector shall havesingle vote applicable to both
(2) GENERAL PROVISIONSOF ELECTION LAWS APPLY. Thegen  offices. The persons receiving the greatest number of iegab
eral provisions of chs5 to 12 apply to all elections. castjointly for them for governor and lieutenagavernor shall be

~ (3) PLURALITY SHALLELECT. (a) Except as provided in p@), declaredelected, and the canvassers shall so determine and cer
in every election to choosey oficer, each elector has one votefy,

for each dfice unless clearly indicated otherwise. The person :
receivingthe greatest number of legal votes for tHeefshall be (b) In case 2 or more slates have an equal and the highest num

declaredelected, and the canvassers shall so determine and & of \_/otes for governoand lieutenant gove_rndhe 2 house_s_of
tify. elegislature shall at the next annual session choose by joint bal

(b) In an election to fill a nonpartisan statéia, if no names lot one ofthe slates so having an equal and the highest number of

arecertified toappear on the ballot, no person may be declarégtesfor governor and lieutenant governor
elected. History: 1979 c. 891983 a. 4841985a. 3041997 a. 271999 a. 158.672 1999
. . a.182
(4) TIE VOTE. (a) If 2 or more candidates for the Samef Thesupreme court has consistently constreledtion statutes as being directory
receivethe greatest, but an equal number of votes, the winner shatkeping with sub. (1) directive that election laws shall be construed to e ef
be chosen by lot in the presence of the board of canvabsgysd to the will of the electors. LanserKoconis 62 Ws. 2d86 214 N.W2d 425(1974).
with the responsibilitgo determine the election, or in the case of When40% of registered voters were denied ballots in an election to remove a

; ; + ; countyseat, the election was set aside even though the outcome probably was not
an election for state or nationalfife or metropolitan sewerage ;e i weNally v. Tollander 100 Ws. 2d 490302 N.W2d 440(1981).
commissionerif the commissioner is elected undée200.09 (1) sub.(1) applies only after an election has been hatithe will of the people mani
(am), in the presencef the chairperson of the board or the chaiffested. City of Chippewa Falls.\fown Of Hallie,231 Ws. 2d 85604 N.W2d 300

person’sdesignee. (Ct. App. 1999)99-0832 _ _
b) If i . 2 did . b Only substantiaViolations of the election law should operate to vacate an election.
(b) I, in a primary 2 or more candidates receive an equa Bhrisonv. Oconto CountyBoard of Canvassers, 2001 WI App 280 Ws. 2d 438

notthe greatest number of votes so that only one of those-camdgN.w.2d 19500-1788
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5.02 Definitions. Inchs.5t012, unless the context requires (13) “Political party” or “party” means a state committee-reg

otherwise: isteredunder s11.050myanized exclusively for political purposes
(1c) “Automatic tabulating equipment” meanapparatus underwhose name can_didatapp_ear ona ballot at any glection,

which automatically examines and counts vatesorded on bal andall county congressional, legislative, locaid other dfliated

lots or voting machines and tabulates the results. committeesauthorized to operatender the same name. For-pur
(1e) “Ballot’ means a ballot label, sheet of paper or envelop@S€f ch.11, theterm does not include a legislative campaign

on which votes are recorded. The term also includes a sheet@mitteeor a committee filing an oath under1s.06 (7)

card, filmstrip or other device listing or containing information (14) “Poll list” means the listvhich is compiled by election

relativeto offices, candidates and referenda which is placed, pi@fficials on election day showing the names and addresses -of elec

jected or composed on the boamt screen inside a voting torswho actually cast votes in an election.

machine. (15) “Polling place” means the actual location wherein the

(1) “Block” means an area which is the smallest geograpl@tector'svote is cast. . .

area used by the U.S. bureau of the census for data collection and-6) “Primary” means a primary election.

tabulation. (169) “Qualified circulator” means a qualified electortbis
(1s) “Board” means the government accountability board. stateor any U.S. citizen age 18 or older who, if he or she were a
(2) “County clerk” includes the executive director of thd'esidentof this state, would not be disqualified from voting under

countyboard of election commissioners and their authorized re'i)e- ) - -

resentatives. (16m) “Recognizedpolitical party” means a political party
(3) “Educationalofficer” means the state superintendent an}fgh'Ch qualifies for a separate ballot or column unde.82 (1)

school board members. )or(2).“ . _ _ )
(3m) “Electedofficial” means arindividual who is elected to _ (168) “Referendum’means an election at which an advisory

anational, state or local fide. validatingor r_atlfyl_ng question is subml_tted to the electorate.
(4) “Election” means every public primary and election. (17) “Registrationlist” means the list of electors whare

(4c) “Election district” means a municipality that is notproperlyreglstered to vote.

. : ; ; (18) “Septemberprimary” means the primary held the 2nd
divided 'P 1o wz_ards, e_x_cef,)t as othen/v_lse_p_rowded B]E (1) (6 Tuesdayin September to nominate candidates to be voted for at
(4e) “Election official” meansan individual who is chged

ith duti lati h d f lecti the general election, and to determine which candidates for state
with any duties relating to the conduct of an election. _ officesother than district attorney may participate in thisdah-

(4m) “Electronic voting system” means a system in whicksin election campaign fund.
votes are recorded on ballotand the votes are subsequently (19) “Specialelection” means any electioather than those

countedandtabulated by automatic tabulating equipment. Thgaseribed in subg), (18), (21) and(22), to fill vacancies or to
termalso includes a voting machine which votes are recorded.qnqucta referendum.

andtabLflIated by elec_tro?lc means. _ _ _ (20) “Special primary” means the primary held 4 weeks
(4s) “Federalelection” means any election at which a nationJeforethe special election except when the special election is held
office appears on the ballot. _ _ onthe same day as the general electiorsrezial primary shall
(5) “General election” means the electioneld in even— peheld on the same day as the general primary or if the special
numberedyears on the desday after the first Monday in Novem electionis heldconcurrently with the spring election, the primary
berto elect UnitedStates senators, representatives in congresBallbe held concurrently with the spring primary

presidentiaklectors, state senators, representatives to the-assempog) “Specialpurpose district’” means any local governmen
bly, district attorneys, statefafers other thatthe state superinten (g ynit other than a county or municipality

dentand judicial dficers, and county fiters other than supervi (20r) “Specialreferendum” means any referendum held at a

sorsand county executives. ) _ specialelection which is not held concurrently with the elections
(6) “Governingbody” means the common council of a citygescribedn sub.(5), (18), (21) or (22).
boardof supervisors of a town or board of trustees of a village. (21) “Spring election” means the election held on the first

(7) “Judge”means a court of appeals judge or a judge of a Ciruesdayin April to electjudicial, educational and municipaffief
cuitcourt. o cers,nonpartisan county fiers and sewerage commissioners.

(8) “Justice” means a justice of the supreme court. (22) “Spring primary” means the primary held on the 3rd

(8m) “Labor omganization” means any employe@anization Tuesdayin February to nominate nonpartisan candidates to be
in which employees participate and which exists primarily for thestedfor at the spring election arid express preferences for the
purposeof engaging ircollective bagaining with any employer personto be the presidential candidate for each party in a year in
concerninggrievances, labor disputes, wages, hours or conditiomkich electors for president and vice presidenttaree elected.
of employment, or the promotion and advancement of the profes (23) “Stateoffice” means the dices of governarlieutenant
sionalor occupational standards and the welfairés members governorsecretary of state, state treasuaéiorney general, state
andfamilies and any ganization established for the same-pursuperintendentjustice of the supreme couxtpurt of appeals
posescomposed of individuals orféfates of any such employee judge, circuit court judge, state senatstate representative to the

organization. assemblyand district attorney

(9) “Local office” means any elective fife other than a state  (24) “Statesuperintendent” means tstate superintendent of
or national ofice. public instruction.

(10) “Municipal clerk” means the citglerk, town clerk, vit (24g) “Voting device” means an apparatus other thaating

lageclerk and the executive director of the city election commignachinewhich the elector uses to record his or her votes or a bal
sion and their authorized representatives. Where applicahlst.
“municipal clerk” also includes the clerk of a school district. (24r) “Voting machine” means a machine which serveiin
(11) “Municipality” means city town or village. of a voting booth and which mechanically or electronically
(12) “National office” means theffices of president and vice recordsthevotes cast by electors, who depress levers or buttons
presidenif theUnited States, U.S. senator and representativel@tatednext to the choices listed on a ballot to cast their votes.

congress. (24w) “Voting system” means:
(12m) “Nickname” meansa familiar or shortened form of a (a) The total combination of mechanical, electromechanical,
propername by which an individual is commonly known. or electronic equipment, including the software, hardware, and
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documentationrequired to program, controbnd support the defendantis a nonresident ahis state, in circuit court for the

equipmentthat isused to define ballots, to cast and count votespuntywherein the violation is alleged to occufor purposes of

to report or display election results, and to maintain and produbés paragraph, a person other than a natural person resides within

any audit trail information. a county if the persor’ principal place of operation is located
(b) The practicesind associated documentation for any of th&ithin that county Whenever the board entenso a settlement

following purposes: agreement with an individual who is accused of a civil violation

1. To identify equipment components and versions of su@j chs-5 1012, subchlll of ch. 13 or subchlil of ch. 19or who
fy equip P @lnvestlgated by the board for a possible civil violation of one of

components. - i
2. To test the equibment during its development maihte those provisions, the board shall reduce the agreement to writing,
nancé quip 9 P togetherwith a statement of the boasdindings and reasons for

o . enteringinto theagreement and shall retain the agreement and
3. To maintain records of equipment errors and defects. statementn its ofice for inspection.
4. To determine specific equipment changes to be made afterfq) sye for injunctiveelief, a writ of mandamus or prohibition,
theinitial qualification of the equipment. or other such legal or equitable relief as may be approppate
5. To make available any materials to an elector enforceany lawregulating the conduct of elections or election
(25) “Ward” means a town, village @ity subdivision created campaignsor ensure its propeadministration. No bond is
for the convenience of the electors therein and to facilitate thequiredin such actions. Actions shall be brought in circuit court
division of such municipalities into electiatistricts of substan for the county where a violation occurs or may occur
tially equal population numbers along common boundaries (e) Delegateo its legal counsel the authority to intervene in
observingthe community of interest of existing neighborhoods civil action or proceeding under sup), issue an order under s.
andother settlements. 5.06, exempt a polling place from accessibility requirements

1H(|)S7m1rg7 é%;llcg%l: 1%_175 c. 33?“615212' 12;97(72) 1?1‘713 109723083342 ég725201 91»217%77 unders.5.25 (4) (a) exempta municipality from the requirement
c. 4 g ; C. s.3t014; C. c. X ; C. : : f i
260s58.1m, 731075, 1979 ¢, 31, 328 1981 ¢. 4301, 1983 &, 48&%.5. 5¢, 124m L0 US€ voting machines or an electronic voting system under s.

128 1985 a. 3031985 a. 304s.1m, 2, 155 1987 a. 39ks.1tolr,66w; 1989 a3L  5.40(5m), approve an electronic data recordaygtem for main
;9% g%i?i%ﬁé%%‘é 3121952 2 és-z% 339&15 T?%féilggogl)a 1%92% 892;9§§$7 taining poll lists under €.79, or authorize nonappointment of an
: : ' - T : S individual who is nominatedb serve as an electiorfiofal under

505 Government accountability board; powers  and s.7.30 (4) (e) subject to such limitations as the board deems

duties. (1) GENERALAUTHORITY. The government accountabil appropriate. . .
ity board shall have the responsibility file administration of _ (f) Promulgate rules under c227 applicable to allurisdic-
chs.5 to 12, other laws relating to elections and election canfionsfor the purpose of interpreting or implementing the laws reg
paigns,subchlil of ch. 13 and subchill of ch. 19 Pursuant to ulatingthe conduct of elections or election campaignsnsuring
suchresponsibility the board may: their proper administration. _ _

(b) In thedischage of its duties and after providing notice to  (1€) ACTIONSBY THEBOARD. Any action bythe board requires
any party who is the subject of an investigation, subpaemh theaffirmative vote of at least 4 members.
bring beforeit any person and require the production of any (1m) LEGAL counseL. The board shall employ outside the
paperspooks, or other records relevant to an investigation- Nafassifiedservice an individual to serve as legal counsel s¥tadl
withstandings. 885.01 (4) the issuance of a subpoemguires performlegal and administrative functions for the board.
actionby the board at a meeting of the board. A circuit coary (2) Aubiming. In addition tathe facial examination of reports
by order permit the inspection and copying of the accounts and #tistatements required unden$.21 (13) the board shall cen
depositor’sand loan records at any financial institutiondeined ductan audit of reports and statements whichraggiired to be
in 5.705.01 (3) doing business in the state to obtain eviderice filed with it to determine whether violations of chl have
any violation of ch.11 upon showing by the board of probableyccurred. The board may examine records relating to matters
causeto believe there is a violation and that such accounts ar@uiredto be treated in such reports and statements. The board
recordsmay have aubstantial relation to the violation. In the-disshall make oficial note in the file of a candidate, committee,
chargeof its duties, the board may cause the deposition of Wiroupor individual under chi1 of any erroror other discrepancy

nesseso be taken in the manner prescribed for taking depositioyich the board discovers and shall inform the person submitting
in civil actions in circuit court. thereport or statement.

(c) Bring civil actions to require a forfeiture for any violation (2m) ENFORCEMENT. (@) The board shall investigate viola
of chs.5 to 12, subchllil of ch. 13 or subchlll of ch. 190r a  tjons of laws administered by the board and may prosecute alleged
licenserevocation for any violatiowf subch.lll of ch. 13for  ¢jyil violations of thoséaws, directly or through its agents under
which theoffender is subject to a revocation. The board may-coffyjs subsection, pursuant to all statutes granting or assigning that
promiseand settle any civil action or potential action brought Qfthority or responsibility to the board. Prosecution of alleged
authorizedo be brought by it which, in the opinion of the boardgyiminajviolations investigated by the board may be brooght
conlstltutesahmlr?ofr V|0Ihat|0n, (? wolanog causer(]j %Cusamehasprovided in par(c) 11, 14, 15, and16.and s978.05 (1)
neglect,or which for otheigood cause shown, should not in the : L
public interest be prosecuted under seblapter Notwithstand dng(g)vizélgt'ioﬁngf FéﬁrSSSOtT) T;ysﬂlsc?]ﬁ?ngflc?:htl\éwé? gﬂ%gﬁﬁ{ do?lleg

ing s.778.06 a civil action or proposed civil action authorize ) h
underthis paragraph may be settled for such sum as may be agigad> f the board finds, by a preponderance of the evidénae,
acomplaint is frivolous, the board may order the complait@ant

betweenthe parties. Any settlement made by loard shall be . .
in such amount as to deprive the alleged violator of any benefi[{)%'ffe't not more than the greater of $500 or the expenses incurred

his or her wrongdoing and magontain a penal component to y the division in !nvestlggtlng the cgmplamt.

serveas a deterrent tiuture violations. In settling civil actions 0. No complaint alleging a violation sf19.45 (13)may be

or proposed civil actions, the board shall treat comparable sitfifed during the period beginning 120 days before a general or
tionsin a comparable manner and shall assure that any settlenf@itng election, or during the period commencing on the date of
bearsa reasonable relationship to the severity of tfiense or theorder of a special election undeB<0, and ending on the date
allegedoffense. Except as otherwise providedub.(2m) (c) 15. Of that election, against a candidate who files a declaration of can
and16. and ss5.08 5.081, and19.59 (8) forfeiture and license didacyto have his or her name appeatiuaballot at that election.
revocationactions brought by the board shall be brought in the cir 3. Any person to whom subchl of ch. 13or subchlll of ch.

cuit court for the county where the defendant resides, threif 19 may haveapplication may request the board to make an inves
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tigation of his or her own conduct or of allegations made by othkr suchcase, the administrator may request the assistance-of spe

personsas to hior her conduct. Such a request shall be madedial counsel to prosecute any action brought by the boartthe If

writing and shall set forth in detail the reasons therefor administratorrequests the assistance of special counsel with
4. If the boardreviews a complaint and fails to find that theréespecto any matterthe administrator shall subnid the board

is a reasonable suspicion that a violation under s@bdhas thenames of 3 qualified individuals to serve as special counsel.

occurredor is occurring, théoard shall dismiss the complaint. The board may retaione of the individuals to act as special coun

If the board believes that there is reasonable suspicion that-a vie#d. The staff of the board shall provide assistance to the special

tion under subd2. has occurredr is occurring, the board may bycounselas may be required by the counsel to carry out his or her

resolutionauthorize the commencement of an investigation. Thesponsibilities.

resolutionshall specifically set forth any matter that is authorized b The board shall enter into a written contnaith any indi

to be investigated. dfassist in the investigation, the board mayjqual who is retained as special counsel setting forth the terms of
electto retain a special investigatolf the board elects to retain the engagement. Theontract shall set forth the compensation to
aspecial investigatothe administrator of the ethics and acceunpe paid such counsel by the state. The contract shall be executed
ability division shall submit to the board the names of 3 qualifiggh, hehalf of the state by the boasdgal counsel, who shall file
individuals to serve as a special investigatofhe board may {he contract in the dice of the secretargf state. The compensa

retainone or more of the individuals. If the board retaispecial {ion shall be chayed to the appropriation under26.455 (1) (b)
investigatorto investigate a complaint against a person who is a 7 No individual who is appointed or retained.th board to
residentof this state, the board shall provide to the district attorney - _ special counsel or rfspa special investigat%r ‘s subject

for the county in which the person residesopy of the complaint S
andshall notify the districattorney that it has retained a specidtPProvalunder s20.930

investigatorto investigate the complaint. For purposes of this sub 8. Upon employment of any individual to serve as special
division, a person other than a natural person resides withirc@unselor as a special investigator for theard, the administrator
county if the persors principal place of operation is locatedf the ethics and accountability division shedirtify the max
within that county The board shall enter into a writteantract mum amount provided in themployment contract to the secre
with any individual who is retained as a special investigater séary of administration, and direct the department of administration
ting forth the terms of the engagement. A special investigator wiaogpay bills of the special counsel or special investigator related to
is retained by the board may request the board to issulepmena thatcase within the certified amount.

to a specific persomr to authorize the special investigator to 9. At the conclusion of its investigation, the board shall, in
requesta circuit court to issue a search warrant. The board Ma¢liminary written findings of fact and conclusions based
grantthe request by approving a motion to thégefat a meeting thereonmake a determination of whether or not probable cause
of the board if thévoardfinds that such action is legally apprepri existsto believe that a violation under sulidhas occurred or is
ate. occurring. If the board determines that no probable cause exists,
5. Each special investigator who is retainedtgyboard shall it shall dismiss the complaint. Whenever the board dismisses a
makeperiodic reports to the board, as directed by the board, lginplaintor a complaints deemed to be dismissed under subd.
in no case may the interval for reporting exceed 30 days. If thethe board shall immediately sewdtten notice of the dismissal
boardauthorizes the administrator of the ethics aocbuntability to the accused and to the party who made the complaint.
division to investigate any matter without retaining a special 10. The board shall inform the accusachis or her counsel
investigatorthe administrator shall make periodic reportthi of excﬁlpatory evidence in its possession

board,as directed by the board, but in no case may the reportin . ; .
y y P g 11. If the board finds that there is probable cause to believe

interval exceed 30 days. During the pendency of any investiga S . ;
tion, the board shall meet for the purpose of reviewing theprgé‘ata violation under sube. has occurred or is occurrinthe

ressof the investigatiorat least once every 90 days. The speci@Pardmay in lieu of civil prosecution of any matter by the board,
investigatoror the administrator shall report in person to the boafgfer the matter to the district attorriey the county in which the
at that meeting Concerning the progre@ghe inves’[igation_ If, alleged .V|0.|at0|resldes, or if the alleged violator is a nanesldent,
after receiving a report, the board does not vote to continue t@the district attorney for the county where thatter arises, or
investigationfor an additional period not exceeding 90 days, tHiepar. (i) applies, to the attorney general or a spemiatecutar
investigationis terminated at the end of the reporting interval. THeor purposes of this subdivision, a person other than a natural per
boardshall not expend more than $10,000 to finance the costsehresides within a county if the perseprincipal place obpera
an investigation before receivirg report on the progress of thetion is located within that county
investigation and a recommendation to commit additional 12. The board mayby rule, prescribe categories of civil
resources.The board may vote to terminaa investigation at offenseswhich the board will agree to compromise aswitle
anytime. If an investigatios terminated, any complaint fromwithout a formal investigation upon payment specified
which the investigation arose is deemed to be dismissed by Hifiountsby the alleged dénder The board may authorize the
board. Unless an investigation is terminated by the board, at thgministratorof the ethics and accountability division to compro
conclusionof each investigation, the administrator shall presepfise and settle such allegedfarises in the name of the board if
to the board one of the following: the alleged ofenses by an €énder,in the aggregate, do not
a. A recommendation to make a finding that probable caugsolve payment of more than $1,000.
existsto believe that one or more violations under sibtiave 13. If a special investigator or the administrasbthe ethics
occurredor are occurring, together with a recommended cour§gy accountability division, in the coursef an investigation
of action. _ _ o authorizedby the board, discovers evidence that a violation under
b. A recommendation for further investigatiohthe matter sybd.2. that was not within thecope of the authorized investiga
together with facts supporting that course of action. tion has occurred or is occurring, the special investigattner
c. A recommendation to terminate the investigation due &miministratormay present that evidence to the board. Ibtierd
lack of suficient evidence to indicate that a violation under subfinds that there is a reasonable suspicion thatolation under
2 has occurred or is occurring. subd.2. that is not within the scope of the authorimegestigation
6. a. If the board finds that there is probable cause to belidvasoccurred or is occurring, the board may authorize the special
that a violation under sub@. has occurred or is occurrinthe investigatoror the administratoto investigate the alleged viela
boardmay authorize the administrator of the ethicsarwbunta tion or may elect to authorize a separateestigation of the
bility division to file a civil complaint against the alleged violatorallegedviolation as provided in subd.
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14. If a special investigator or the administratbthe ethics 12 months prior to becoming so employed or retained, naag
andaccountability division of the board, in the course of an invesiadea contribution, aslefined in s11.01 (6) to a candidate for
tigation authorized by the board, discovers evidence of a potentighartisan state or localfafe.
violation of a law that is not administered by the board arising (fy pursuant to any investigatiaathorized under pac), the
from or in relation to the ditial functions of the subject of the hoardhas the power:
investigationor any matter that involves elections, ethics, or lob
bying regulation the special investigator or the administrator m
present that evidence to the board. The board may thereupon
the matter to the apprqprlatg district Qttorney specified in ddbd. underoath or otherwise as the board may determine.

15. Except as provided in suldZ, if the board refers matter d . be taken by d ition bef
to the district attorney specified in sutid.. for prosecution of a . 2: 10 order testimony to be taken by deposition before any
potentialviolation under sub. or 14. and the district attorney individual who is designated by the board and has the power to
informs the board that he or she declines to prosecute any allegggninisteroaths, and, in such instances, to compel testimony and
civil or criminal violation relatetb any matter referred to the dis tN€ production of evidence in the same maraeauthorized by
trict attorney by the board, or the district attorney fails to-corP-(1) (b).
mencea prosecution of any civil or criminal violation related to 4. To pay witnesses the same fees and mileage as are paid in
any matter referred to the district attorney by the board within e circumstances by the courts of this state.
daysof the date of the boasiteferral, the board may refthre 5. To request and obtain from the department of revenue cop
matterto the district attorney fainother prosecutorial unit that isjes of state income or franchise tasturns and access to other
contiguousto the prosecutorial unit of the district attorney toappropriateénformationunder s71.78 (4)regarding all persons
whomthe matter was originally referredf.there is more than one who are the subject of such investigation.
suchprosecutorial unit, the chairperson of the board shall-deter (g) 1. Except as provided in s, no action may be taken
minethe district attorney to whom the matter shall be referred gy, any complaint that is filed later than 3 years after a violation of

publicly drawing lots at a meetingf the board. The district atfor o oy 111" of ch. 130r subchllil of ch. 19is alleged to have
ney may then commence a civil oriminal prosecution relating occurréd ’ ' )

to the matter
. . . 2. The period ofimitation under subdL. is tolled for a com
16. Except as provided in subi?., if the board refers matter plaint alleging a violation o6.19.45 (13)or 19.59 (1) (brYor the

to a district attorney under sulitb. for prosecution of aotential iod duri hich h laint t be filed und
violation under subc2. or14. and the district attorney informs theP€M0¢ during which such a complaint may not be filed under par
(c) 2. b.or s.19.59 (8) (cm)

boardthat he or she declines to prosecute any alleged cisilmor X i o
inal violation related to any matter referredte district attorney  (h) If the defendant in an action for a civil violation of chs.
by the board, or the district attorney fails to commence a prosetul2, subchlll of ch. 13 or subchlil of ch. 19is a district attor
tion of any civil or criminal violatiorrelated to any matter referredney or a circuit judge or a candidate for either sudicef the
to the district attorney by the board within 60 days of the date @gtionshall be brought by the board. If the defendant in an action
the boards referral, the board may refer the matter to the attorny a civil violation of chs5 to 12, subchlll of ch. 13 or subch.
general. The attorney general may then commence a ciior Il of ch. 19is the attorney general or a candidate for thiategf
inal prosecution relating to the matter the board may appoint special counsel to bring suit on belialf

17. The board is not authorized to act under sabdor 16.  thestate.
if a special prosecutor is appointed undé&78.045in lieu of the (i) If the defendant in an action for a criminal violation of chs.
district attorney specified in subdl. 51012, subchlll of ch. 13 or subchlll of ch. 19is a district attor

18. Whenever the board refers a matter to special counseNgy or a circuit judge or a candidate for either sudicef the
to a district attorney or to the attorney general under this subsagtionshall be brought by the attorney general. If the defendant
tion, the special counsel, district attorpeyattorney general shall in an action for a criminal violation @hs.5 to 12, subchlil of
reportto the board concerning any action taken regardinmtte ch. 13 or subchlll of ch. 19is the attorney general or a candidate
ter. The report shall be transmitted no later than 40 days after thethat ofice, the board may appoint a special prosecutor te con
dateof the referral. If the matter is not disposed of during thetictthe prosecution on behalf of the state.
period, the special counsel, district attorneyr attorney general  (j) Any special counsel or prosecutor who is appointed under
shallfile a subsequent report at the end of each 30-day period fsdr.(h) or (i) shall beindependent of the attorney general and need
lowing the filing of the initial report until final disposition of the not be a state employee at the time of his or her appointment.

matter. o (2s) ETHICS AND ACCOUNTABILITY DIVISION. The ethics and
(d) 1. No individual who serves as the legal counsel to tB@countabilitydivision hashe responsibility for administration of
boardor as a division administrator for the board may have begR. 11, subchlil of ch. 13 and subchlll of ch. 19
alobbyist, as defined in 43.62 (1). No such individual may . .
haveserved in a partisan state or locdloaf. (2w) ELECTIONS DIVISION. T_he elections division hathe
responsibilityfor the administration of ch8.to 10 and12.

2. No employeeof the board, while so employed, may (39) CHIEF ELECTION OFFICER. The board shall designate an

becomea candidate, as defined inl4.01 (1) for a state or pati X o )
sanlocal ofice. No individual who is réte)tined by the bgzmd employeeof the board to serve as the chief electiditef of this
state.

serveas a special investigator or as special counsel widle so ]
retainedbecome a candidate, as defined ials01 (1) for any (4) EvpLoveEs. All employees ofhe board shall be nonparti
stateor local ofice. A filing officer shall decline to accept nomi san.
nation papers or declaration of candidacy from any individual (5e) BIENNIAL REPORT. The board shall include in its biennial
who does not qualify to become a candidateler this paragraph. reportunder s15.04 (1) (dthe names and duties of all individuals
(e) No individual who serves as an employee of the board agiaiployedby the board and a summary of its determinations and
no individual who is retained by the board to serve as a specilvisoryopinions issued under sy6a). Except as authorized or
investigatoror a special counsel mawhile so employecr requiredunder sub(5s) (f) 2, the board shall maksuficient
retainedmake a contribution, as definieds.11.01 (6) to a candi  alterationsin the summaries to prevent disclosing the identities of
datefor state orlocal ofice. No individual who serves as anindividualsor oganizations involveih the decisions or opinions.
employeeof the board and no individual who is retained by th€he board may also include in its biennial report any information
boardto serve as a special investigator or as special counsel,dompiledunder s11.21 (7) The board shall make such further

a 1. To require any person to submit in writing such reports and
I%rfgyvers to questions relevant to the proceedings as the board may
prescribe,such submission to be made within such pednd
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reportson the matters within its jurisdiction and such recommenegarding the propriety under chsto 12, subchlll of ch. 13 or
dationsfor further legislation as it deems desirable. subch.lll of ch. 19of any matter to which the person is or may

(5f) Abvice To BoARD. The jointcommittee on legislative becomea party; and any appointingfiger, with the consent of a
organizatiorshall be advisory to the board on all matters relatirRfospectiveappointee, may request of the board an advisory opin
to operation of the board. ion regarding the propriety under cbgo12, subchlll of ch. 13

(5s) AccessTo RECORDS. Records obtained or prepared byt Subch.lil of ch. 19of any matter tovhich the prospective
the board in connection with an investigation, including the fuffPPoiNteeis or may become party The board shall review a
textof any complaint received by the board, are not subject to figgluésfor anadvisory opinion and may issue a formal written or

ight of i ti d i den.35 (1 t electronicadvisory opinion to the person making the request.
\r/l%edoinlgzrssz;)o Qn%r}ef;rf’dy 'chlégt (tehat: (1) except apro- Exceptas authorized or required for opinions speciiiesub.(5s)

(f) 2., the board deliberations and actions upon such requests
; ; - ; : allbe in meetings not open to the public. No person acting in
ggb;tdﬁﬂ% %ﬁcg::;grzn the course of a meeting or hearing by odfaith upon an advisory opinion issued by the board is subject
pen : __to criminal or civil prosecution for so acting, if the material facts
(b) Investigatory records of the board may be made public 4 a5 stated in the opinion request Have legal force andfett,
the course of a prosecution initiated under &im 12, subchlll eachadvisory opinion issued by the board must be suppbsted
of ch. 13 or subchlll of ch. 19 _ _ o specificlegal authority under a statute or other,lanby specific
(c) Theboard shall provide information from investigation andase or common law authority Each advisory opinioshall
hearingrecords thapertains to the location of individuals andncludea citation to each statute or other amd each case or com
assetsof individuals as requested under49.22 (2m)by the  monlaw authority upon which the opinion is based, and shall spe
departmenbf children and families or by a county child suppotgifically articulate or explain which parts of the cited authority are
agencyunder s59.53 (5) relevantto the board conclusiorand why they are relevant. The
(d) If the board commences a civil prosecution of a person feoardmay authorize its legal counsel to issue an informal written
analleged violation of ch& to 12, subchlll of ch.13, or subch. advisoryopinion or to transmit an informal advisory opinion elec
Il of ch. 19as theesult of an investigation, the person who is thieonically on behalf of the board, subject to such limitations as the
subjectof the investigation may authorize the board to make-avdiloarddeems appropriate. Every informal advisory opinion shall
ablefor inspectiorand copying under $9.35 (1)records of the be consistent with applicable formal advisory opinions istyed
investigationpertaining to that person if the records are availablee board. If the board disagreeith an informal advisory opin
by law to thesubject person and the board shall then make thdea that has been issued on behalf of the board, the board may

(a) The board shall permit inspectiohrecords that are dis

recordsavailable. withdraw the opinion or issue a revised advisory opinion and no
(e) The following records of the board are open to publigersonacting after the date of the withdrawal or issuancief
inspectionand copying under $9.35 (1) revisedadvisory opinion is exempted from prosecution under this

1. Any record of the action of the board authorizing the fiIinﬁUbS@CtiO“f the opinion upon which the perseriction is based
of a civil complaint under sul§2m) (c) 6. asbeen withdrawn or revised in relevant degreexcept as

2. Any record of the action of the board referring amatter%:horizecjor required under sul{ss) (f) 2, no member or

P ; L ployeeof the board may make public the identfythe individ
adistrict attorney or other prosecutor for investigation or presec LI requesting a formal or informal advisory opinion or of individ

tion. - - . uals or olganizations mentioned in the opinion. Any person
_ 3. Any record containing a finding that a complaint does npLcejyinga formal or informal advisory opinion under this subsec
raise a reasonable suspicion that a violation of the law hg§, \who disagrees with thepinion may request a public or pri
occurred. o o _ . _ vatehearing before the board to discuss the opinion. The board
4. Any record containing a finding, following an investigashallgrant a request for a public or private heatinder this sub
tion, that no probable cause exists to beliéna a violation of the section. After hearing the mattethe board may reconsider its
law has occurred. opinionand may issue a revised opinion to the person. Promptly
(f) 1. Except as authorized or required under sehdecords uponissuance of each formal advisory opinion that is not open to
obtainedin connection with a request for an advisory opiniopublic access, the board shall publish a summary of the opinion
issuedunder s5.05 (6a) other than summaries of advisory epinthatis consistent with applicable requirements under @&sd.(f).
ionsthat do not disclose the identity of individuals requesting such (7) ADMINISTRATIVE MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES. Theboard
opinionsor oganizationson whose behalf they are requested, aiha|| conduct regular information and training meetinggagious
not subject to the right of inspection and copying und&®s35  |gcationsin the state for county and municipal clerks and other
(1). Except as authorized or required under s@hdhe board electionofficials. Administrative meetings shall be desigted
shallmake suficient alterations in the summaries to prevert disxplainthe election laws and the forms and rulethefboard, to
C|0$Ihg'['he |dent|t|es Of |nd|V|dUaIS or ganlza“ons |nVO|Ved n promoteuniform procedureand to assure that c|erks and Other
the opinions. officials are made aware of the integrity and importance of the
2. a. The board may make records under shigsliblic with  vote of each citizen. The board may conduct conferences relating
the consent othe individual requesting the advisory opinion oto election laws, practice and procedure. The board magehar
the organization orgovernmental body on whose behalf it ipersonsattending the administrativeeetings and conferences
requested. for its costs incurred in conducting theeetings and conferences
b. A person who makes or purports to make public the sult a rate not exceeding the per capita cost incurred by the board.
stanceof or anyportion of an advisory opinion requested by or on (9) Sranpine. The board has standing to commence or-inter
behalfof the person is deemed to have waived the confidentiahiggnein any civil action or proceedirfgr the purpose of enforcing
of the request for an advisory opinion and of any records obtaingg laws regulating the conduct of elections or election campaigns
or prepared by the board in connection with the request for @nensuring their proper administration. If the board delegates
advisoryopinion. authorityto its legal counsel under su) (e)to act in its stead,
c¢. The board shall make public advisory opinions and recortfge legal counsel has standing to commence or intervene in such
obtainedin connection with requests for advisory opinions felagin action or proceeding.
ing to matters under the jurisdiction of the elections division. (10) STATE ELECTION ADMINISTRATION PLAN. With the assist
(6a) AbvisoryoriNIONs. Any individual, either personallgr  anceof the election administration council and approval of the
on behalf of an gganization or governmental badyay make a joint committee on finance as provided in this subsection, the
written or electronic request of the board & advisory opinion boardshall adopt and modify as necessary a state plamiets
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the requirements of .B. 107-252to enableparticipation by this 14.,or 15, the district attorney must retain ultimate supervisory authoritytiosrer
; : ; ; : tterreferred unless a special prosecutor has been appaoiriied of the district

statein federalfinancial assistance programs authorized undg{fomey OAG 10-08

thatlaw. The board shall adopt the plan and any modificationstheboard and district attorneys possess jairt co—equal authority to investigate
only after publishing a class | notice under @85 or postingon possibleviolations of the election, lobbgr ethics laws and to prosecute civil forfei

v -efureactions undethose laws. Unless otherwise stated in a specific statutory provi

the Internet a_s_tatemen_t descnbmg the proposed plan or medifi n, the district attorney possesses the authority to prosecute criminal proceedings
tion and receiving public comment thereon. After approf/lie  underthose laws. The board has no statugahority to prosecute criminal proceed

proposedplan or any modificationf the plan by the board, thein%soﬁqggr;tqgfﬁe?ggn%ﬁ?% ?)?osstg(t:ictieir\]/if)?at\)t‘i()(ﬁ?of thele(i;((:)t?on labbethics
boardshallsubmit the proposed plan or modification to the JOINwsthere must be a specific statute authorizing the attorney genertal to independently

committeeon finance for the approvalf the committee. The initiate the prosecution of civil and criminal actions involving violations of those laws
boardmay adopt the proposed plan or modification only if thanlessthere is a referral to the attorney general by the board under sub. (2m) (c) 16.
. g h or unless the attorney general or an assistant attorney general has been appointed as

committeeapproves the proposed plan or modification. specialprosecutor to serve in lieu of the district attorn@AG 10-08

(11) AIDS TO COUNTIESAND MUNICIPALITIES. From the appro - . .
priationsunder s20.511 (1) () and(x), the board may provide 2-052 Government accountability candidate commit -
financial assistance to eligible counties and municipalities fé¢€- (1) The governmenaccountability candidate committee
electionadministratiorcosts in accordance with the plan adoptegf@/l meet whenever a vacancy occurs in the memberstifeof
undersub.(10). As a condition precedent to receipt of assistan@@ardthat requires a nomination to be submitted to the governor
underthis subsection, the board shall enter into an agreement wiifders. 15.60 (2) _ )
the county or municipality receiving the assistance specifying the (2) No person may be nominated by the committee unless the
intendeduse of the assistanemd shall ensure compliance withPersonreceives the unanimous approval of the committee.
theterms of the agreement. Each agreement shall provide that if3) Exceptas providedn sub.(4), the committee shall submit
the federal government objects to the use of any assistanece nadteast the following number of nominations:
eysprovided to the county or municipality under the agreement, (a) To fill one vacancy2 nominations.
the county or municipality shall repay the amount of the assistance(p) To fill 2 vacancies, 3 nominations.

providedto the board. ) (c) Tofill 3 vacancies, 5 nominations.
(12) VoTerEebucATION. The board may conduct or prescribe (d) To fill 4 vacancies, 6 nominations.
requirementdor educational programs to inform electors about (e) Tofil 5 vacancies, 7 nominations

voting procedures, voting rights, and voting technologyhe . . . . o
boardshall conduct an educational program for the purpose of (4) If @ nomineadies or withdraws, or if a nomination of the
ernoris withdrawn by the governor or rejected by the senate,

educatingelectors who cast paper ballots, ballots that are coun ; ) L :
at a central counting location, and absentee ballots offthet ef e committee shakubmit an additional nominee to the governor
History: 2007 a. 1

castingexcess votes for a singlefioé.
(13) TOLL-FREE ELECTION INFORMATION EXCHANGE. (@) The 5.054 Duties of the legal counsel.  The board legal coun
board shall maintainone or more toll-free telephone lines forselshall:
electorsto report possible votinfraud and voting rights viola (1) Whenevera vacancyccurs on the board, call a meeting
tions, to obtain general election information, and to aco®#ss-  of the government accountability candidate committee.
mationconcerning theiregistration status, current polling place 2y Assistthe government accountability candidate commit
locations, and other |nf0rr_nat|_on relevant to voting in electlonst_eein the performance of its functions.
(b) The board may maintain a free access system under whiglstory: 2007 a. 1
anelector who votes under .96 or 6.97 may ascertain current ) ) o
information concerning whether the elecwrvote has been 5.055 Election assistance commission  standards
countedand, if the vote will not be counted, the reason that it wifloard. The administrator of the elections division of the board
not be counted. shall,in (_:onsultation with the board, appoint an indiyidual torep
(14) INFORMATION FROMCOUNTY AND MUNICIPAL CLERKS. The ~ F€sentthis state as a member of the federal election assistance

boardmay request information from county and municipal cler mmlsdsmnstan_dards board‘.l'?e ar(]jmlnllstre_ttor tha" a:sof_con ‘
relatingto election administration, performance of electronie vofuctand supervise a process for the selection of an electien o

ing systems and voting machines, and use of paper ballots-in efi@ Py county and municipal clerks and boards of election-com
tions. missionersto represent local electionfafials of this state as a

. . memberof the federal election assistance commission standards

deéilgsgaﬁger'ﬁgmgﬁgn"éz} thzh(i‘iggﬂggliztrrgt?gr?qissltb Il?n(f:ld;nres board. The administrator shall ensure that the members of the fed
. -9 . ~. > eralelection assistance commissitandards board representing

6.36 The board shall require all municipalities to tselistin s sar0 shall at no time be members of the same political party
everyelection and may require any municipality to adhere to pr, on appointment celectionof any new member of the federal

ceduresestablished by the board for proper maintenance of tBéctionassistance commission standards board representing this

“S:"istory, 1673 ¢, 3341975 ¢. 8583 109 1677 ¢. 291977 ¢, 196, 13 1977 state,the administrator shall transmit a notice of tireembeis
c.418 427,447 1979 c. 325.92 (8) 1979 c. 89154, 328 1983 a. 27484 524 53¢ appointmenbr election tdhe oficer or agency designated by fed

1985a. 3031985 a. 304s.3, 155 1989 a. 31192 1999 a. 1822001 a. 1092003  erallaw.

a. 35, 265, 266, 327 2005 a. 1772007 a. 155.2 10 19, 94, 99, 100, 103 104, 107, o
109, 111 112, 114 116 127, 128 2007 a. 202009 a. 28180 History: 2003 a. 2652007 a. 1
Cross-reference: See als@AB, Wis. adm. code. 5.056 Matching program with secretary of trans -

Notice to the district attorneyattorney general, or governor is not a prerequisit - - - L
to a civil forfeiture under sub. (1) (Gypfice pursuant to sub. (3) is required only as?’ortanon- The administrator of the elections division of the

specifiedby s. 1.60 (4) or 1.61 (2). State Elections BoarcHales,149 Ws. 2d 306~ boardshall enter into the agreemenith the secretary of trans
440N.W.2d S79(Ct. App. 1989). é){gjrtationspecified under 85.61 (1)to match personally identifi

A party being investigated by the board is not entitled under sub. (1) (b) to att f : s f : B [
andparticipate in all depositions conducteglthe board. Notice to the party being leinformation orthe oficial registration list maintained by the

investigatedinder sub. (1) (b) is limited to the boarexercise of its subpoena powerboardunder s6.36 (1)with personally identifiable information
anddoes not relate in any way to the conduct of depositions the board may wis| i i ion.
take. State ex rel. Block \Circuit Court for Dane Count2000 WI App 72234 W\is. ma!ntalhedjy the deDartmem of transportation
2d 183 610 N.W2d 213 00-0507 History: 2003 a. 2652007 a. 1

Unlessotherwise stated ingpecific statute, criminal and civil forfeiture provisions . I
of the election, lobhyand ethics laws can be enforced by a district attorney indeped.06  Compliance review; appeal. (1) Whenever any elec
dentlyof the board. A referral following anvestigation by the board is not required.tor of a jurisdiction or districtserved by an election fafial

A district attorney may request prosecutorial or investigative assistancehfeom f fai : : ;
attorneygeneral in connection with any duty of the district attorney under linase believesthat a decision or action of thdiolal or the failure of the

If there has been a referral to the district attorney by the boardsuirigzm) (c) 1., Official to act with respect to any matter concermiginations,
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qualificationsof candidates, voting qualifications, including resiboardhas made a determination, or could have made a determina
dence,ward division and numbering, recall, ballot preparationion if the parties had properly presented the disputed matters to
electionadministration or conduct @lections is contrary to law the board for its consideration. The court shall summarily hear

or the oficial has abused the discretion vested in him or her by lawddetermine all contestésisues of law and shallfam, reverse

with respect to any such matténe elector may file aritten  or modify the determination of the board, according due weight

sworn complaint with the board requesting that tHicief be to the experience, technicebmpetencand specialized knowl

requiredto conform his or her condut the law be restrained edgeof the board, pursuant tbe applicable standards for review
from taking any action inconsistewith the law or be required to of agency decisions under227.57

correctany action omecision inconsistent with the law or any 14y Thjs section doesot apply to matters arising in connec
abuseof the discretion vested in him or her by laWihe complaint ;
shall set forth such facts as are within the knowledgne com tion with a recount under S.01
lainant to show probable cause to believe that a violation of ladiSio": 1983 a. 4841985 a. 182.57, 1985 a. 3041989 a. 192

p . p . N . V¥he plaintiff’s failure to comply with the method of review prescribed by this sec
or abuse of discretion has occurred or will occline complaint tion deprived the circuit court of jurisdiction to hear the plairgibriginal action
may be accompanied bgelevant supporting documents. Theegardingelection irregularities. KuechmannhaCrosse School District,70 Ws.
boardmay conduct a hearing on the matter in the manner pfé?218 487 N.W2d 639(Ct. App. 1992).
scribedfor treatment of contested cases unde2fif it believes ) . )
suchaction to be appropriate. 5.061 Compliance with federal Help AmericaV ote Act.

(2) No person who is authorized fite a complaint under sub. (1) Wheneverany person believes that a violation dfeTlll of

P P.L.107-252has occurred, is occurring, orpsoposed to occur

(1), other than the attorney general or a district attomey corm iolyith respect to an election for nationdlicé in this state, that per
action or failure to act on the part of any electioficl with Sonmay file a written, verified complaint with the board.
respect to anynatter specified in sul§l) without first filing a (2) If the board receives motiean one complaint under sub.
complaintunder sub(1), nor prior to disposition of the complaint (1) relatingto the same subject matére board may consolidate
by the board. A complaint is deemed disposed fdfboard fails the complaints for purposes of this section.
to transmit an acknowledgment of receipt of the complaint within (3) A complainant under sulil) or any of the complainants
5 business days from the date of its receipt or if the board c@ma consolidated complaint under s(®).may request a hearing
cludesits investigation without a formal decision. andthe matter shall then be treated as a contested case under ch.

(3) A complaint under this section shall be filed promptly s@27, exceptthat the board shall make a final determination with
asnot to prejudice the rights of any other party no case may respecto the merits of the complaiand issue a decision within
a complaint relating to nominations, qualifications of candidaté&® days of the time that the complaint or daeliestof any com
or ballot preparation be filed later than 10 days after the complagiaintswas filed, unless the complainant, or each of any complain
antknew or should have known that a violation of law or abuse @fitswhose complaints are consolidated, consents to a specified
discretionoccurred or was proposed to occur longerperiod.

(4) Theboard mayon its own motion, investigate and deter  (4) If the board finds the complaint to be without merit, it shall
minewhether any election fifial, with respect to any matter con issuea decision dismissing the complaint. If the board finds that
cerningnominations, qualifications of candidates, voting qualifithe violation alleged in the complaint hascurred, is occurring,
cations,including residence, ward division and numbering, recally is proposed to occuthe board shall order appropriate relief,
ballot preparation, election administration or conduct of electionsyceptthat the board shall not issue any order under this subsec
hasfailed to comply witithe law or abused the discretion vestegon affecting the right of any person to hold an electivicefor
in him or her by law or proposes to do so. affectingthe canvass of an election on or after the date of that elec

(5) Uponreceipt of a complaint under sii), orupon its own tion.
motion, the board may order any electiofficial to immediately  History: 2003 a. 265
transferto its possession any origirdbcuments in the custody of
the official which the boardinds to be necessary and relevant tg 07 Action to compel compliance. Whenever a violation
permitreview of compliance with the laws concerning nomingsf the laws regulating the conduct of elections or election cam
tions,qualifications of candidates, ward division and numberingaignsoccurs or is proposed to ocgtire attorney general or the
recall or ballot preparation or the propadministration of such gistrict attorney of the county where the violation occurs or is pro
laws. posedto occur may sue for injunctive relief, a writ of mandamus

(6) Theboard mayafter such investigation as it deems apprar prohibition, or other such legal or equitable relief as may be
priate, summarilydecide the matter before it and, by ordeguire appropriateto compel compliance with the lawNo bond is
any election oficial to conform his or her conduct to the laWrequiredin such actions.
restrainan oficial from taking any action inconsistent with the isiory: 1973 c. 3341983 a. 484.136m Stats. 1983 s. 5.01985 a. 304
law or require an dicial to correctany action or decision incen
sistentwith the law The board shall inmediately transm¢@py 508 Petition for enforcement. In addition to or in lieu of
of the order to the G€ial. An order issued under thssibsection filing acomplaint, any elector may file a verified petition alleging
is effective immediately or at such later time as may be specifigdchfacts as are within his or her knowledge to indicatedhat
in the order electionofficial has failed or is failing to comply with any law reg

(7) The board may withdrawmodify or correct an order ulating the conduct of elections or election campaigns or proposes
issuedunder sub(6) within a timely period if it finds such action to act in a manner inconsistent with such g kavd requesting that
to be appropriate. anaction be commenced for injunctive relief, a writ of mandamus

(8) Any election oficial or complainant who is aggrieved byor prohibition or other such legal equitable relief as may be
anorder issued under sus) may appeal the decision of the boar@ppropriateo compel compliance with the laWhe petition shall
to circuit court for the county where thediofal conducts business befiled with thedistrict attorney for the county having jurisdiction
or the complainantesides no later than 30 days after issuance tof prosecute the alleged failure to comply und&78.05 (1)and
the order Pendency of an appeal does sigly the déct of an (2). The district attorney may then commence the actiatisor
orderunless the court so orders. missthe petition. If the district attorney declines to act upon the

(9) The court may not conduct a devo proceeding with petition or if the district attorney fails to acipon the petition
respectio any findings of fact or factual matters upon which theithin 15 days of the date of filing, the petitioner may fileshme
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petition with the attorney general, who may then commence thathorizedin sub.(2), each wardhall consist of whole blocks.
action. To suit the convenience of the voters residing therein each ward
History: 1983 a. 4842007 a. 1 shall,as far as practicable, be kept compact and observe the com
- ) ) munity of interest ofexisting neighborhoods and other settle
5.081 Petition for enforcement of voting rights. The ments. All territory within a wardshall be contiguous, except for

attorneygeneral shall accept a verified petitivom any person islandterritory as defined in sutR) (f) 3. Enactment oadoption
alleging failure to comply with section 2 of the federal votingf a division ordinance or resolution requires tHemftive vote
rights act,42 USC1973(a) and (b). The attorney general mayf a majority of the members of the governing hody
commencean action or proceeding in any court of competent .y The wards established by municipal governing bodies
jurisdiction on behalf of any elector of this state whose righ{ggerthis section otthe basis of the published results of each fed
under42 USC 1973a) and (b) are violated. eraldecennial census of population shall govern the adjustfient
History: 1985 a. 312 supervisonydistricts under £9.10 (2) (ajpnd(3) (b)and of alder
P ., manic districts under $2.08 (1)for the purpose of local elections
5.09 Certification of documenis. =_Whenever the boang eginning on January 1 of the 2nd year commencing after the year

authorizecor required to make a certification of any document;% the census until revised under this section on the basis of the

the custody of the board, and the authority to make the cettifi . ! -
i ¥ , sultsof the next decennial censuspaipulation unless adjusted
tion is lawfully delegated to the boasdegal counsel, the legal dersub.(2) () 4. (6) (a)or (7), or unless adjusted, asrmtter

counselmay personally or through an employee authorized by t : ; -t OO
legal counsel, & his or her signature by means of a stam ‘?statemde concern, in the enactment of legislatiigtricts

S : . - . Underarticle IV, section 3, of the constitutiazn the basis of the
machineimpressionyeproduction print or similar process. Th|smostrecent decennial census of population.

(d) Every ward shall bevholly contained within a single
county.
5.10 Presidential electors.  Although the names of the elec  (2) (a) Except as required by péd), no cityelecting its com
torsdo not appear on the ballot and no reference is made to themon council at lage in which the total population is less than
avote for the president and vice president named on the Izllot,000,andno village or town in which the total population is less
avote for the electors of the candidates for whom an eleatote  than1,000 is required to be divided into wards under this section,
is cast. Under ch&to 12, all references to the presidential elecbut any such city village or town may divide itself into wards if
tion, the casting of votes and the canvassing of votes for presidéme creation of wards facilitates the administration of elections.
or for president and vice president, mean véoeshem through No village or town located in a county having only one town is
their pledged presidential electors. requiredto be divided into wards under this section.

History: 1973 c. 334.2; Stats. 1973 s. 5.1Q977 c. 261979 c. 89311 (b) 1. In any City in which the popu|ation is at least 150,000,

L . eachward shall contain not less than 1,000 nor more than 4,000
5.15 Division of municipalities into wards. 1) (& 1. inhak;/ivtants. I

Every city, village, and town in this state shall by its common 2. In any city in which the population is at I88t000 but less

council or village or town board, respectivelpe divided into X
; P : : ; than150,000, each ward shall contain fests than 800 nor more
wardsas provided in this section, except as authorized in(8ub. 5@@3,200 inhabitants.

The boundaries of the wards established under this section, L . . L
the number assigned to each ward, are intended toperamnent 3. In any city village or town in which the population is at
aspossible, and to this end each ward shall when created coniﬁﬁ?tlovooo but less than 39,000, each ward shall contain not less
apopulation at a conveniepbint within the applicable popula than600 nor more than 2,100 inhabitants. o

tion range under sulR) (b), with due consideration for the known 4. In any city village or town in which the population is less
trendsof population increase or decrease within that part of t#ean 10,000, each ward shall contain not less than 300 nor more
municipality in which the ward is located. than1,000 inhabitants.

2. Once established, the boundaries of each ward shall remaiffbm) Every city electing the members of its common council
unchangedintil a further decennial federal census of populatidfiom aldermanic districts shall assemble the blocks wholly er par
indicatesthat the population of a ward is then above or below titi@lly contained within the city into wards that will enable the cre
applicable population range or until the ward boundaries a@tionof aldermanic districts that are substantially equal in pepula
requiredto be changed to permit creation of supervisory or alddton.
manicdistricts of substantially equal population or to enhance the (c) If the population of a block exceeds the maximum pepula
participationof members of a racial é@anguage minority group tion for a ward otherwise specified in this subsection, such block
in the political process and their ability to elect representativessbfall be constituted a ward by itself, except thétéfpopulation
their choice. of a block substantially exceeds the populatibproposed alder

3. If the population of a wartlas increased above the maximanicdist.rict.s in. a city so that, jf the block were to c.ons.tit_u.te an
mum of its population range or if the population of a ward mugidermanic district, the populations of the aldermanic distiricts
be decreased for a reason specifiegubd.2., the ward shall be the city would not be substantially equal, the city shall divide the
dividedinto 2 or more wards in compliance with s§8) (b). If blockto p_err_nit _assembly into wards_that will eljable crea_tion of
the population of a ward has decreased below the minimum of #glermaniadistricts that are substantially equal in population.
population range or if the population of a ward must be increased(cm) Any division of blocks under this section shalldased
for a reason specified in sukil, the ward shall, if possible, be on the best evidence available. In this paragraph, “best evidence”
combinedwith an adjoining ward, or the underpopulated warthcludes but is not limited to, the population of the block and other
and one adjoining ward shall be combined and together subiiiformationreceived from the U.S. bureau of the census and such
videdinto 2 or more wards in compliance with s(&). dataas number of housing units, utility connections and vehicle

(b) Except as authorized in sB) (a) within 60days after the registratipnmr a special census cpnducted locakpr eachlward
receiptof a tentative supervisory district plan and written stat§0established, the population estimstt@ll be correlated with the
ment, if any, from the countyboard of each county in which aresults Qf the most recent federal .decennlal census, so that the total
municipality is located, thgoverning body of the municipality populationreported for all wards in the municipality agrees with
shalladjust its wards according to teehedule shown in suf2). = thecensus results.

All territory contained within the municipalitand only the tersi (d) Every municipality shalnake a good faith fefrt to accom
tory so contained, on August 1 following the year of the fedenalodatethe tentative plan submitted by the county or counties in
decennialcensusshall be contained within a ward. Except awhich it is located under £9.10 (2)(a) or (3) (b) 1, and shall

section does not apply to certificates of election.
History: 1977 c. 4271985 a. 3042007 a. 1
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divide itself into wards in such a manrteat will permit the cre palities having a population of less than 35,000, the governing
ation of county supervisory districts in accordance withgbpy  body may provide in the resolution that returns shall be main
lation requirements for thplan specified in $9.10 (2) (ajpr(3) tainedonly for each group of combined wardsany election.
(b) 1. Whenevera governing bodyrovides for common ballot boxes
(e) Notwithstanding patb), if territory is detached from a cjity and ballots or voting machines, separate returns shall be-main
village or town after adoption of a decennial ward plan, and tf@inedfor each separate ballot required undeb$2and5.64at
remainingportion of the ward to which it was attached falls belo#he September primargind general election. The municipal clerk
the prescribed minimum populatidor the applicable range, theshalltransmit a copy of the resolutionttee county clerk of each
remainingportion of the population may be constituted a ward puntyin which the municipality is contained. In municipalities
itself. having a population of less than 35,000, the resolution shall
() Notwithstanding par(b), any city village or town may remainin effect for each election until modified or rescinded, or

establisha ward below the prescribed minimum population for tréhtil @ new division is made under this section.

applicable rangevhenever the proposed ward is established under(7) If a new town is createaf if part of a town is annexed to

par.(a), (d) or (e) or whenever the proposed ward contaiokely: ac_ity or village during a decennial period after the period for ward
1. That part of a city or village situated icaunty other than adjustmentsunder sub(1) (b), the town board oény town to

the county in which the major part of the municipality is locatedVvhich territory is attached or from which territory is detached,

L : without regard to théime provisions of sulf1) (b), may by ordi
2. That part of a cigwillage or town belonging to a SChoo'nanceor resolution, adjust the wards in that town, but no ward line
district other than thechool district to which the major part of the_ ~. .
e adjustmenimay cross the boundary of an assembly distiitie
municipality belongs. : : : -
| . . . . ._town clerk shall transmit copiesf the ordinance or resolution
3. Island territory containing eesident population. In this pakingthe adjustment in compliance with s (b).
subdivision, “island territory” means territory surrounded by (8) Until divided, all elections are held in th tablished
water,or noncontiguous territory which is separated by the-terri ' € establishe
tory of another municipality or by watesr both, from the major History: 1971 c. 30453105, 29 (2) 1977 c. 26418 427,449, 1979 c. 2601981
partof the municipality to which it belongs. N c. 45521010, 18 1981 0. 3141083 . 29103 442, 1983 a. 484586, 174 1983
4. New territory which becomes a part of a citilage or a.5381985 a. 304581010, 12, 1987 a. 3911991 a. 5143 315 1993 a. 2131995

town after the adoption of a decennial ward plan. 22011999 a. 1822005 & 149312 .
City and county apportionment is discussed. ©ftyanesville vRock County

(9) If ablockis dected by an annexation or detachment whicto7wis. 2d 187319 N.W2d 891(Ct. App. 1982).
establishes municipal boundary that subdivides the block, the Thehcgurt propeg}:j voidet(jj the ﬁity’pllan anﬁ aggpéed 'g(]n; coursiyplan, eéj/en
ici it i i i i i oug the county id not a optt e plan within ays IVing census ata.
municipalitiesin which the block is contained shall 'ncorpqra@ountyof La CrosseCity of La Crossel08 Ws. 2d 560322 N.W2d 531(Ct. App.
only the portion of the block contained within their boundaries yg2).

their ward plans.

(4) (a) The division ordinance or resolution shall number ai.18 Enforcement of division requirement. If any
wardsin the municipality in whole numbers in consecutive grdemunicipality fails to comply with s5.15 the countyin which the
beginningwith the number one, shall designate the polling placsunicipalityis located or any elector of the municipality may-sub
for each ward, and shall describe Huindaries of each ward con mit to the circuit court for any county in which the municipality
sistentwith the conventions set forth in&003 The ordinance is located within 14 days from the expiration of the 60—day period
or resolution shall be accompanied by a list of the block numbensders.5.15 (1) (b)a proposed plan for the division of the munici
usedby the U.S. bureau of the census that are wholly or partly cqality into wardsin compliance with this section. If the circuit
tainedwithin each ward, with any block humbers partly containezburtfinds that theexisting division of the municipality into wards
within a ward identified, and a map of the municipality whiclfails to comply with s5.15 it shall review the plan submitted by
illustratesthe revised ward boundaries. the petitioner and after reasonable notice to the municipality may

(b) Within 5 daysafter adoption or enactment of an ordinanceromulgatethe plan, or any other plan in compliance witf.85
or resolution under this secticiie municipal clerk shall transmit @sa temporary ward plan for the municipality to remain feef
onecopy of the ordinance or resolution to the county clerk of eadhtil superseded by a ward plan adopted by the governing body in
countyin which the municipality is contained, accompanied byompliancewith s.5.15
the list and map specified in pg). If the population othe History: 1985 a. 304s.9, 11, 12
municipality exceedd.0,000,the municipal clerk shall furnish
onecopy to the legislative reference bureau at the siamee Each 5.25 Polling places. (1) All elections under ch&to12 shall
copy shall identify the name of the municipality and the county &e held at thepolling places provided in this section. The places
countiesin which it is located. chosenshall be public buildings, unless the use of a public build

(5) Whena town isdivided into wards, the annual town meeting for this purpose is impracticable or the use afoapublic
ing shall be held in a location authorized undedts11 (3) (a)  Puilding better serves the needstloé electorate, as determined by

(6) (a) Followingany municipality-wide special federal een the authority chaged with the responsibilitfor establishing poll

susof population, the governing body of thrnicipality in which ing places .u.nder suk2). ) .
the special census was held may ordinance or resolution, (2) In cities over 500,000 population, polling shall be at the
adjustthe ward boundaries, but no ward lagjustment may cross Placesestablishedby the board of election commissioners. In all
the boundary of an assembly district. The municipal clerk sh&thercities and irvillages and towns, polling shall be at the places
transmitcopies of the ordinance or resolution in compliance wigstablishedy the governing body
sub.(4) (b). (3) Polling places shall be established for each Septeprber
(b) No later than 60 days before each September primary dR@ry and general election tast 60 days before the election, and
generalelection, and no later than 30 days before each other ef@ each other election at least 30 days before the election.
tion the governing body of any municipality may by resolution (4) (a) Each polling place shall be accesstblall individuals
combine2 or more wards for voting purposesfacilitate using with disabilities. The board shall ensure that the voting system
acommon polling place. Whenever wards are so combined, tisedat each polling place will permit all individuals with disabili
original ward numbers shall continue to be utiliZedall official  ties to vote without theneed for assistance and with the same
purposes.Except as otherwise authorized under this paragraptegreeof privacy that isaccorded to nondisabled electors voting
every municipality having a population of 35,000 or more shadlt the same polling place. This paragraph does not apjlgiyto
maintainseparate returns feach ward so combined. In munici individual who is disqualified from voting under&.03 (1) (a)
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VOTING

(b) In any jurisdictiorthat is subject to the requirement under 2m. Generainformation prescribed by the board on federal
42 USC 1973aa—1to provide voting materials in any languagdaws relating to election fraud amhisrepresentation in federal
otherthan English, the board shalhsure that the voting systemelections.
usedat each polling plac@ that jurisdiction is in compliance with 3. Two sample ballots prepared unde$ $6 (2)

42USC 1973aa-1a 4. The dateof the election and the hours during which the
(d) No later than June 30 of each odd-numbered, year polling place is open.

boardshall submit aeport on impediments to voting faced by 45 |nstructions prescribed by the board for electors for whom

elderly and handicapped individuals to the appropr&a#ding  proof of residence under 6.34is required under §.55 (2)

committeesof the legislature under $3.172 (3) In preparing its 4b. General informatioprescribed by the board concerning

reportunder this paragraph, the board shall consult with approg;' ting rights undeapplicable state and federal laws, including the
ate advocacy groups representing the elderly and handicap h%dgf redress fg'? any alleged violations of those rightsg

populations. . . .
(5) () Except as authorized in pén), all electors within a boa?d Any other voting information directed to be posted by the
wardshall vote at the same polling place. (b) At each polling place in the state where a consolidated bal

(b) _'I'.helmu.nici%a.ll ﬁlerk okrjbolard c;:‘elgction ccémTics;;(i)c?ers ¥t under s5.655is used or an electronic voting system is utilized
amunicipality in which an elderly or handicapped elecésides 5 partisan primary election incorporatingalot upon which

may reassign the elector to a polling place within the municipali ectors may mark votes for candidates of nthem one recog
otherthan the polling place serviige electdss residence in order Bized political party or forcandidates of a recognized political

to permit the elector to utilize a polling place that is accessible 8rtyand independent candidates, the municipal clerk or board of

elderly or handicapped individuals. electioncommissioners shall prominently post a sign in the form
(c) The electors of more than one ward in the same municipgtescribedby the board warning electors in substance that on any
ity may vote at a single polling place. ballot with votes cast for candidates of more than one recognized

History: 1975 c. 2751977 c. 4271979 c. 891983 a. 5321985 a. 3043321987  political partyor any ballot with votes cast for candidates of a rec
a.391 1989 a. 1921999 a. 1822003 a. 265 ognizedpolitical party and independent candidates, no votes cast

. . for any candidates for partisarficg will be counted unless a pref
5.35 Polling place requirements. (1) NATIONAL FLAG. ON  grencefor a party or for the independent candidigesade. If the
election days, every polling place shall properly display thgjectordesignates a preference, only votes cast for candidates of
nationalflag during all hours the polls are open. that preference will be counted.

(2) VoTingBOOTHS. Thereshall be one voting booth for every (c) At each polling place located in a municipality that is
200 electors who voted dhe last general election. The boothgeryedoy more than onpolling place for an election, the munici
shallhave a surface on which to write or work and béaefitly ) clerk or board of election commissioners shall prominently
enclosedto assure privacy for the elector and anyone lawfullyosta map of the geographic area served by the polling place for
assistingthe elector while marking the elecwballot. thatelection. The posting shall clearly show the boundaries of the

(3) BaLLoT BOXEs. Where the voting procedure makes it-neovard or wards served by the polling place for that election.
essarythere shall be a separate ballot fmxeach form of ballot  History: 1975 c. 85199 1977 ¢. 4271979 c. 260311, 355, 1981 c. 420; 1983
at each polling place. There shall be a suitable lock and key fof84 1985 a. 3041999 a. 1822001 a. 162003 a. 2652005 a. 451
each,and an opening no er than is stitient to receive aingle ) . o ) .
ballot or a single folded ballot if the box is used for deposit &36 Notice of voting by individuals with disabilities.
paperballots. If the electors of more than one ward use the saff®y individual with a disability mayotify a municipal clerk that
polling place, there shall be separate ballot boxes provided for fgOr she intends to vote at a polling place on election day and may
electorsof each ward, unless combined ballot boxes are autf§guestthat aspecific type of accommodation be provided that
rizedin accordance with §.15 (6) (b) will facilitate his or her voting.

(4) LAavouT; orGANizaTION. All voting booths and machines ~ History: 2003 a. 265
shallbe placed apart from other activities in the polling place, wi
their exteriors infull view of the election dicials. Only the
properelection oficials, persons observing the proceedings und

rsége'?vjfnpersons _a53|st|r(1jg VOt? S “Udiﬁfzt (2)and t(_eleciﬁrs_ to vote on, assure privacy to the elector so no one will know how
g,hpreparlﬂ_g or aeposi |ng1e(|jr_ aho S or casling Eew the elector is voting or has voted, preclude the electors from voting
v%teson the machines are permitted in the voting area. EXCgpl nersons or propositions upon whittey are not entitled to
whereassistance is authorized, only one eleata time is per e and from voting more than once for the sanfie®br on the
mittedin a voting booth or machine. . sameproposition. Voting machines shall be constructed to lock

(5) AcTmiviTiEs RESTRICTED. No polling place may be situatedsothey cannot be manipulated, tampenéth, or show the num
soas to interfere with or distract electiorficils fromcarrying perof votes registerefbr any candidate or proposition while vot
outthelr.dutles. The m.un|C|paI c.lerk ar_1d election inspectors $hmg is in progress. The machines shall provide a method for elec
preventinterference with and distraction of electors at pollingbrsto vote a straight party ticket, shall permit voting a split ticket
places. andshall record each vote cast.

(6) PoSTING REQUIREMENTS. (@) At each polling place inthe  (2) When2 or more wards or aldermanic districts are joined
statethe municipal clerk oboard of election commissioners shalto use a voting machine, underssl15 (6) (b) the machine shall
post the following materials, positioned so that they nimy be constructed to allow the electors to votedbmominated can
readily observed by electors entering the polling placeaiting didatesand issues for their aldermanic district or ward, but for no
in line to vote: other.

1. The relevant portions of the voting instructions in the type (3) For presidential electors orgevice shall be provided to
B notice for the election as specified irl6.02 (3)and, for each vote for all of one partyg electoral candidates at the same time.
referendunon the ballot, the text of the type C notice specified ifihe device shall be opposite or adjacent to the names péthgs
s.10.01 (2) (c) candidatedor president and vice president.

2. A copy of the election fraud laws provided ir12.13 (1) (4) Voting machines may baesed at primary elections when
and(3) (intro), (d), (), (9), (K), (L), (0), (q), (1), (u), (v) and(x), theycomply with subs(1) and(2) and the following provisions:
togetherwith the applicable penalties provided irl8.60 (1) All candidates’ namesntitled to appear on the ballots at the pri

@37 Voting machine requirements. (1) Voting machines
hall give every elector a reasonable opportunity to votefigr
é%rsonfor anyoffice and on any proposition the elector is entitled
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VOTING
mary shall appear on the machine; the elector cannot vote for can SUBCHAPTERII
didatesof more than one partywhenever the restricticapplies,
andan elector who votes for candidates of any party may not vote BALLOT FORM

for independent candidates at the September primary; the elector

may secretly select the party for which he or she wishes to vos51 General provisions. (1) The type face used on all

or the independent candidates in the case of the September giperballots shall be easy to read.

mary;the elector may vote for as many candidates for edicie of (2) Thepaper used for ballots shall be 35 pounds per ream for

ashe or she is lawfully entitled to vote fdnut no more. sheets 24 inches by 36 inches. If &edént size sheet is used, the
(5) Polling places may have more than one voting machingveightper reanshall be proportioned accordinghut shall meet

lglgils;og'lr 611%519 ca 31%45-29 (1) (2);1977 c. 107427, 1981 c. 3141983 a. 484  this standard. This subsection does not apply to ballots used with

FO-wIEY A 0 i . electronicvoting systems.

State action in presidential candidate selection. 1976 WLR 1269. (3) All paper ballots shall be of igfent width and length to
5.40 Use of voting machines or systems. (1) Exceptas providespace for alinatter required to be printed on them. Except
permittedin sub.(3) or as required in subgt) to (6), the govern onballots usedvith electronic voting systems, all ballot columns
ing body or board of election commissionef®very municipal shallbe separated by lines at least one—eighth inch in width.
ity with a population of 10,000 or more before July 1, 1995, or of (4) No stickers may be placed on a ballot by electidiciafs
7,5000r more thereafter shall require the use of voting machinesceptunder s7.37 (6) Any other stickers applidoly them shall
or electronic voting systenia every ward in the municipality at not be counted.
everyelection. Any other governing body or board of election (5) Eachofficial ballot shall beprinted on paper of uniform
commissionersnay adopt and purchase voting machines of elegolor. Different colors shabe used to distinguishfife and ref
tronic voting systemdor use in any ward in the municipality aterendumballots and dferent colors may be used to distinguish
any election. separateballots for diferent ofices. Sample ballots shdbe

(2) Only voting machines complying with5.37 or electronic printedon a diferent color paper than thefiofal ballots, and need
voting systems approved undebs91 may be used in an electionnot have the endorsement and certificate.
in this state. (6) All candidates’ names for the samgoef shall be placed,

(3) Notwithstandingsub.(1), any municipality may elect to projectedor composed on the ballot in the same size, style and
utilize paper ballots and voting booths instead of votiraghines color of type. The style and sizd type shall conform substan

or an electronic voting system: tially to the oficial ballot forms prescribed by the board under s.
(a) For any territory which is included in a portion of a congred.08(1) (a)
sional district, legislative district, county supervisodystrict, (7) In partisan primary elections, all ballots shall beunf

schooldistrict, technical college district, sewerage district or-sarform color and size, and the same type of paper shall be used for
tary district contained within the municipality for so long as thall ballots.
numberof electors residing in the territory does not exceed 100. (8) Unlessotherwise specifically provided, the form of all-bal
(b) Whenever the municipality recluded under §.23 (2) lots shall conform to the ballot forms prescribed by Huard
from clearing the recorders om suficient number of voting unders.7.08 (1) (a)
machinedo serve the electors at the election. History: 1979 c. 260311; 1981 c. 3771983 a. 484.174; 1985 a. 3041987 a.
(c) Whenever such action is authorized und@rs (6) 3911999 a. 1822005 a. 92

(d) Whenever the municipal clerk or board of election con 52 Multi-candidate elections. If more than one individ
missionersreassignsn elector to a polling place other than thealis to be elected to the saméia# from the same jurisdiction
oneserving the electds residence under 5.25 (5) (b) or district, the ballot shall provide at the top of the column or to

(4) Notwithstandingsub. (1), a municipality which utilizes theright of the row for that dite: “Vote for not more than .... can
voting machines at a polling place shall not utilize a votindidates.”.
machineto receive the ballot of an elector who receives assistancsistory: 1985 a. 304

unders.6.82 (1) (a)or whose vote is challenged under&982to i i ) )
6.94 5.53 Voting machine ballots. (1) Voting machineballots

(5) A municipality which utilizes voting machines a polling shallbe placed, projected or composed on a board or screen inside

placeshall not utilize the machines to receive the vote of an electdf Machine, under 5.64and may be arranged in either columns
who declares to the chief inspector that, due to phyiisability, 0! 'OWS: The type face shall be easy to read, and the type size may

the elector is unable to depress a button or lever on a machinQ.e no smaller than 8 point.

(5m) Notwithstandingsub. (1), the governing body of a (2) Where separate ballots are provided,ftiie names or
PR R%estlonsshall be placed in separate columns or rows upon the

municipality which uses voting machines or an electronic votin : >
i i chinesso they ar@oted on separatelgxcept as otherwise pro
systemmay petition the board for permission to use paper ball ed for referenda under 5.64 (2) (o)

andvoting booths for a specific election, and the board may greYrJ\H_ o 1979 0. 260311 1981 0. 37%e 4 b 1090 4. 162
sucha request. istory: c. 260311 c. 37%s.4,5; a.

(6) A municipality which utilizes voting machines or an elec5.54 Notice to electors. Every ballot, except a voting
tronic voting system at a polling place may permde of the machineballot, shall bear substantially the following information
machinesor system by electors voting unde<.50nly asauthe  on the face: “NbTicE To ELECTORS: This ballot may be invalid
rizedunder s6.15 (3) unlessinitialed by 2 election inspectors. If castesabsentee bal

(7) Whenevera municipality adopts and purchases votin{pt, the ballot must bear the initials of the municipierk or dep
machinesor an electronic voting system, or adopts and purchassy clerk.”

a different type of voting machine or electronic votisgstem  History: 1977 c. 4271979 c. 260311; 1983 a. 484.172 (3) 1985a. 3041989
from the type it was previously using, timeunicipal clerk or 21922001 a.16104

executivedirector of the municipal board of electicommission 55 Information. On everyballot, except a voting machine
ersshall promptly notify the county clerk or executive director Qlyy o shall be printed "Gicial ... Ballot” or "Official .... Ballot

the county board of election commissioners and the administragf’ > tojowed by the designation of the polling place for which
of:ifsls)rilelcgt;cl)r;sg(gzlzsglao(g 2;;[23 Egig;z Vz\ll;l;llg% ¢. 235311, 355 the ballot has been prepared, the date of the election, andithe of
10837, 4841985 a. 3041087 4. 3011989 . 1021993 a. 3092003 a. 2652007  Cial endorsemerdnd blank certificates. The number of the ward

a.l or wards or aldermanidistrict, if any and the name of the munici
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pality may be omitted in printing argtamped or written on the ariesof the district are not coterminous with one or more towns,
ballotsat any location which is clearly visible at the option of thexceptas authorized in £.655 Candidatedor different seats
county clerk. Printed information and initials shall appear on tsball be listed in separate columns or rows if more than one seat
backand outside of the ballot. is contested in any election. Arrangementhef names on the bal
History: 1985 a. 3041997 a. 2501999 a. 1822001 a. 162003 a. 265 lot shall be determined by the town clerk of the town whose board

. of supervisors directs the electionfie same manner as provided
5.56 Multiple columns and rows. Whenevethe number of i, 5 560 (1) (b)

candidatedor any ofice requires the use afore than one row or

ﬁgb’imﬁg ?e;/oglqgik:”i?;:ggtgrzwvivnhfggﬁce)tr mc';gﬁ:g:qgr dz?:rrr]r?i);] e COUNTY EXECUTIVE; AND COUNTY SUPERVISORS. There shall be one
9 P p %eparatéaallot for state superintendent, judiciaficérs, county

:Eg;tgﬁglgglz%r?focr?gdli)d;fgts ftﬁgg g?,q;irgrslgheh;\s/ienc’fg&g{qeexecutiveunder s59.17and county supervisoexcept as autho
' gency 9 rizedin s.5.655 In counties having a populatiaf 500,000 or

responsibilityshall require that the rows or columns be rotated Wore.the ballot also shall include thosdicés under s8.11 2)
sucha manner thaall rows are positioned on top, or all columng, 4 (5m) ™ The arrangement of names of candidates for state
distics. I he number of wards and election disticts in whicgUPerinendentustice, court of appeals judge and circuit court
voting for an ofice is conducted is not equatiivisible, the posi Sg.geeos(hf;ll(g)e gﬁfggnmegn? gft?h%a%ﬂ]%;noﬁhgawggggss&ctgled n
tion of the rows or columns in the remaining wards or election dig, o tive and county supervisor shall be determined the
tricts shall be determined by thefiofal or agency by the drawing countyclerk or by the executive director of the county board of

of lots. The number of columns or rows shall be determint at - . 2 . P
sametime that the positions of the candidateames are deter electioncommissionerin the manner specified in%.60 (1) (b)
minedfor each primary and election. (2m) METROPOLITAN SEWERAGE COMMISSION. Except as

History: 1981 c. 37%.5. authorizedn s.5.655 there shall be a separate ballot for members
of the metropolitan sewerage commission if commissioas¥s

5.58 Spring primary ballots. (1a) GeNERALLY. At spring electedunder s200.09 (1) (am) with candidates for diérent
primary elections the ballotsnder subg1b)to(2r), when neces seatdisted in separate columns or rows if more than one seat is
sary,shall be provided for each ward, except as authorized ircentestedat any election. Arrangement of the names on the ballot
5.655 Except aprovided under sul§2r), only nonpartisan can shallbe determined by the board.
didatesnominated for dice by nomination papers shall have their (2r) BALLOTS FORPRESIDENTIALVOTE. (am) Except as autho
namesplaced on the fitial spring primary ballot under the rizedin s.5.655 there shall be a separate ballot for eamtog
proper office designation, but the ballots shall allow room fopizedpolitical party filing a certificatiorunder s8.12 (1) listing
write—in candidates. the names ofall potential candidates of that party determined

(1b) MUNICIPAL; COUNTY SUPERVISORBALLOTS. (am) There unders.8.12and afording, in additionan opportunity to the voter
shall be separate ballots for municipal and couptymaries, to nominate another potential candidate by write—in vote or to vote
exceptas authorized in £.655 for an uninstructed delegatioo the party convention. The order

(bm) For all cities the dicial spring primary ballot shall be Of presidential candidates on the ballot sheltietermined by lot

arranged by the municipal clerk, using the same method as #@r under the supervision of the board. Each voter shall be given
usedby the board under 5.60 (1) (b) the ballots ofill the parties participating in the presidential prefer

(cm) Towns and villages holding a primary unde8 §5shall  €ncevote, but may vote on one ballot anly
arrangethe ballot in accordance with the form prescribed by the (om) Except as authorized in$.655 a separate ballot shall
boardunder s7.08 (1) (a) which shall be the same form as-probe provided for use in each voting district.
vided in $.5.60 (5)and(6), insofar as possible. (c) The official ballots for the presidential preference vote
(1c) MunicipaL JupGe. There shall be a separate ballot foghall be securely fastened together at the bottom. The party
municipaljudges if they are elected unde755.01 (4) except as receivingthe greatest number of votes for governor at the preced
authorizedin s.5.655 Arrangement ofhe names on the ballot ing election shall have its ticket placed on top and the remaining
shallbe determined by the county clerk or the executive directoarty ballots shall follow in the same mannék facsimile ballot
of the county board of election commissioners of the county hawticeshall be published as provided irl8.02
ing the lagestportionof the population in the jurisdiction served  (3) NAMES oN SPRING BALLOT. Only 2 candidates for state
by the judge. superintendentor any judicial ofice, for any elected seat on a
(1g) ScHooLbIsTRICT. (@) There shall be a separate ballot fanetropolitansewerage commission or town sanitary district-com
schooldistrict oficers when saequired, except as authorized irmission,in counties having a population of 500,000 or more only
s.5.655 2 candidates for member of the board of supervisors within each
(b) In 1st class cities, the names of the candidates for the géstrict,in counties having a population of less than 500,000 only
of the member elected at—gr to the board of school directors? candidates for eaahember of the county board of supervisors
shall be placecbn the oficial city primary ballot and, except asfrom each district or numbered seat or onl_y 4 candldateaaf:h_ _
authorizedin s.5.655 there shall be a separate ballot giving thé members of the county board of supervisors from each district
names of the candidates for any seat to be filethe board of Whenever2 supervisors are elected to unnumbeseats from the
schooldirectors from any election district. All names of candisamedistrict, in 1st class cities only 2 candidates for any ajelar
datesfor the at-lage seat shall be placed in one or more separ&@at and only 2 candidates from any election district to be elected
columnsor rows on the ballot. to the board of school directors, in school districts electing school
(c) The arrangement of candidates for school board seats shgfirdmembers to numbered seats, or pursuant to an apportion
be determined by the school district clerk or the executive direcfB€ntplan or district representation plan, only 2 school boare can
of the city board of election commissioners by the drawing of Idiédatesfor each numbered seat or within each district, and twice
notlater than the 2nduBsday in Januargr the next dajf the first @Smany candidates as are to be elected members of other school
Tuesdayis a holiday The method of determiningrrangement boardsor other elective éiters receiving the highest number of
shallbe the same as provided irbs50 (1) (b) Suficient space Vvotesat the primary shall be nominees for thioefat the spring
shall be provided on the ballot for write—in candidates. election. Only their names shall appear the dficial spring bai

(1r) TOWN SANITARY DISTRICT COMMISSION. There shall be a loh, tory: 1971 ¢. 30456 108,20 (2) 1973 ¢. 134243 1973 ¢, 33457 (2) 1073
H H H H Istory: C. S.O 1005, C. £ C. .
s_epa_raté)allqt fc_Jr members of the town sanitary district commis, 349 13’75 0. 981977 ¢ 187272, 445 449, 1079 0. 32221, 260, 1981 ¢. 20377
sionif commissioners are elected unde80.74and the bound 1983a. 4841983 a. 533.36; 1985 a.29s.3202 (56) 1985 a. 89225 1985 a. 304

(2) STATE SUPERINTENDENTOF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION;JUDICIARY;
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$s.27, 27m 155 1989 a. 192290, 1991 a. 51993 a. 2661995 a. 16.2; 1995 a.  dayfollowing the completion of the primary canvass if a primary
521725212335 i.l)zéggfsaa'lﬁglm 1997 a. 351999 a. 15.672 1999 a. 1822003 5 e|d. The method of determining arrangement shall bestie
A ' asprovided in sub(1) (b). Suficient space shall be provided on
5.60 Spring election ballots. At spring elections all of the the ballot for write—in candidates.
following ballots, when necessarghall beprovided for each  (4m) METROPOLITANSEWERAGECOMMISSION. A separatdak
ward,except as authorized in%655 lot shall list the names of all candidates for metropolitan sewerage
(1) STATE SUPERINTENDENT; JUDICIARY; COUNTY EXECUTIVE CcOommissionseats, if commissioners are elected und2086.09
AND COUNTY SUPERVISORS. (ag) There shall bene separate ballot (11) (am) except as authorized in5655 The names for the dif
for state superintendent, judiciafiokrs, county executiveand ferentseats shall be placed in sepa@kimns or rows if more
county supervisgrexcept as authorized ins655 For county thanone seat is contested at any election.
supervisorthe ballot shall be prepared in accordance with.58. (5) ViLLace. (ag) There shall be separate ballot giving the
(2) and59.10 (3) Arrangement othe names of candidates fornamesof all candidatesor village ofices, except as authorized in
countyexecutive, county supervis@nd municipal judge, if the s.5.655
judgeis elected under §55.01 (4) shall be determined by the  (5) The ofices to be filled shall be arranged on thicil bak
countyclerk or the executive director of the coubgard of elec |41 i the order they are named in the statutes creating them. The
tion commissioners determining ballot arrangement undeb8. 5 mesof the candidates shall be arranged by usingstirae
(1c), in the manner prescribed in p). , methodas that used by the board undab.(1) (b). Suficient
(ar) The names of candidates for the sanfe®fshall be spaceshall be left under eachfiufe for write—in candidates.
placedin the same column. No party designation may appear ON(b) Only persons nominated undeB5shall be placed on

theofficial ballot. Unless n@andidate is certified to appear on th i oot :
ballot for a state dice, a space shall be provided on the bdtiot ?fﬁgeﬁ Igrlzll”bg,!cifﬁ tl)flgr?kﬁomlnatlons are made, the spaces for this

electorsto write in the name of a person &ach dice, regardless . .
: ; 8 ’ (6) TowN. (a) Except as authorized in5s655 there shall be
of V\éhe_trhheréherz |sha"p rlmtgryt:]or thag%é .t , ibnat a separate ballot giving the names of all candidates for elective
(b) The board shall certify the candidates’ namesd@sinate 1 offices in the form prescribell the board under .08 (1)
theofficial ballot arrangement for candidaties state superinten (a). There shall be 2 ballot forms. One ballot form shall be used

dent,justice,court of appeals judge, circuit judge and, if commigy e election of supervisors to numbered seats and one ballot
sionersare elected under 800.09 (1) (am) the metropolitan ¢, shallbe used for the election of supervisors to unnumbered
sewerageommission. The arrangement of names of all eandio 45" O the ballot used for the election of supervisors to uanum
dateson the ballowhose nomination papers are filed with the o e yseats, all supervisor candidates shall be listed together and
boardshall be determined by the board by the drawing of lots R oting instructions shall state 6t for not more than. finsert
laterthan the 2nd desday in Januargr the next day if the first , , \herof supervisors to be elected] candidates”. All towns shall
Tuesdayis a holiday Whenever a primary is held for arficé, g0 ttheir supervisors to unnumbered seats unless the annual town
a2nd drawing of all candidates for thaficé shall be held by or \qetingadopts a plan to elect supervisors to numbered seats. The
underthe supervision of the board not later than the 3rd day fol, 1he oot candidates for town fiée shall be arranged by using the
lowing the completion of th@rimary canvass to determine the,, 1\ amethod as thatsed by the board under s(t). (b). A space

arrangemenef candidates on the election ballot. shallbe provided under eactfiok on the ballot for a write—in can
(c) When 2 or more judges of the same courtai®e elected, didate.

the official ballot shall contain the names of all candidates, shall (b) Only the names of individuals nominated und&r@smay

statethe number of judges to be elected and the number of-cangliy 3 e on the éiial ballot. If no nominations for an fie are
datesfor whom each elector may vote. Each candidacy shall ShﬂY&de the space for that fite shall be left blank

the branch being filled.

(2) MuniciPaL JubGkE. If the election is undes. 755.01 (4) . (6m) Town saNITARY DISTR'ﬁTCO#’\ﬂ'T.S'O'F‘]' Except asfalljltho :
thereshall be a separate ballot listing the names of all of the-ca f '?dslfn S't5'655 a separate ballot shall list the na(?es of all eandi
dates.except as authorized in%655 esfor town sanitaryistrict commission seats, if commission

' . . ersare elected under80.74and the boundaries of the district are

(3) Cirv. (ag) Except as authorized irbs553 there shall be ot coterminous with the boundaries of one or more towns. The
aseparate ballot giving the names of all candidates for 6i6esf  namesfor different seats shall be placed in separate colwmns
plrlntedlré_the Taméorbm”as prescribed _byfthe board L;ndér.@8h rowsif more than one seat is contested at any election.

(1) (@) City electionbaliots may vary in form to conform to the (7) REFERENDUMBALLOTS. Except as authorized in%.655

law under which an glectlpn is held. . thereshall be a separate ballot setting forth all propositions requir
(am) No party designatioshall appear on theffial ballot for ing a vote in the form and manner provided b§.64

city offices. o . . History: 1971 c. 304s.9to 11, 29 (2} 1971 c. 3361973 c. 1341973 c. 334.
(b) The city clerk or executive director of the city electom 57,1975 c¢. 931977 c. 187427, 445, 449, 1979 c. 221260, 355 1981 c. 3771983

issi 2Ei i a.484 1983 a. 533.36; 1985 a. 2%.3202 (56)1985 a89, 225, 1985 a. 304s.28,
missionshall arrange the fidial city ballot under s5.62 (4) 155 1987 a. 3911989 a. 192290, 1993 a. 2661995 a. 165.2; 1995 a. 2011999

(4) ScHooLDIsTRICT. (a) There shall beseparate ballot for a.150s.672 1999 a. 1822003 a. 242005 a. 149

school district dicers when so required, except as authorized inThenationaldemocratic party has a protected right of political association and may
s.5.655 not be compelled to seat delegat#®sen in an open primary in violation of the
T . i party’srules. Democratic Party of U.S.Wisconsin450 U.S. 1071981).
(b) In 1st class cities, the names of the candidates for the seat

of the member elected at-¢@r to the board of school directors5.62 September primary ballots. (1) (a) At September
shallbe placed on the figial city ballot and there shall be a sepaprimaries the following ballot shall be provided for the nomina
rate ballot giving the names of the candidates for any seat to tagh of candidates of recognizedlitical parties for national, state
filled on the board of school directors frany election district, andcounty ofices and independent candidates for stdieeoin
exceptas authorized in $.655 Thenames of candidates for theeachward, in the same form as prescribed by the board under s.
at-largeseat shall be placed in the same colamrow on the bal  7.08(1) (a) except as authorized in%655 The ballots shalbe
lot. madeup of the several party tickets with each party entitled te par
(c) The arrangement of candidates for school board seats stigifpate in the primary under péo) or sub(2) having its own bal
be determined by the school district clerk or the executive directot, except as authorized ins655 The independent candidates
of the city board of election commissioners by the drawing of Idisr state dfice other than districattorney shall have a separate
not later than the 2nduBsday in Januargr the next daif the first  ballot for all such candidatessunder s5.64 (1) (e) except as
Tuesdayis a holidayif there is no primaryor not later than the 3rd authorizedn s.5.655 The ballots shall be secured together at the
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bottom. The party ballot of the party receiving the most votes faandidateof theparty for any national, state or countfic# quali
presidentor governor at the last general election shelbn top fiesto have his or her name appear on the ballot under the name
with the other parties arranged in descending order based on tbkthat party within thaassembly district or countyThe county

vote for president or governor at the last general election. The helerk or county board oélection commissioners shall provide a
lots of parties qualifying under suf®) shall be placed after the combinedseparate ballot or one or more separate columns or rows
parties qualifyingunderpar (b), in the same order in which theon the ballot that will permit an electtw cast a vote for a write—in
partiesfiled petitions with the boardAny ballot required under candidatefor the nomination of any such party for each national,
par.(b) 2.shall be placed next in ordefhe ballotisting the inde  stateand county dice whenever that party qualifies to tepre
pendentcandidates shall be placedthe bottom. At polling sentedon a separate primary ballot or in one or more separate col
placeswhere voting machineare used, each party and the indeumnsor rows under pata) but does not qualify under this para
pendentcandidates shalie represented in one or more separaggaph. The ballot shall include the name of each pquglifying
columnsor rows on the ballot. At polling places where an-elegor a separate ballot or oe more separate columns or rows on
tronic voting system is used other than an electronic votinge ballot under each fite, with the names of the candidates for
machine each party and the independent candidates may be regegchsuch party appearing in the saoreer in which the ballots
sentedn separate columns or rows on the ballot. of the parties would appear under s{ib.(a)

(b) 1. Except as provided in sulldand s5.64 (1) (e) 2.every (3) The board shall designate thefiofal primary ballot
recognizedpolitical party listed on thefficial ballot at the last arrangementor statewide dices and district attorney within each
gubernatorialelection whose candidate for any statevoffiee  prosecutoriablistrict by using the same procedaseprovided in
receivedat least 1%f the total votes cast for thafioé and, if the s.5.60 (1) (b) Oneach ballot and on each separate column or row
lastgeneral electiowas also a presidential election, every recogn the ballotthe candidates for fife shall be listed together with
nizedpolitical party listed on the ballot at that election whose caghe offices which they seek in the following order whenethese
didatefor president received at |east 1% of the total vote cast tﬂfices appear on the September primary ballot: goveﬂrmr_
thatoffice shall have a separate primary ballot or one or s&pe tenantgovernor attorney general, secretary of state, state trea
aratecolumns or rows othe primary ballot as prescribed in parsyrer,U.S. senatoiU.S. representative in congress, state senator
(a) and aseparate column on the general election ballot in evegypyresentativdo the assemblydistrict attorney and the county
ward and election district. An organization which was listed asgffices. Below the names of the independent candidates shall

“independent’at the last general election and whose candidafgnearthe party or principle of the candidates, if anys words
meetsthe same qualification shall receive the same ballot stayi§ess, as shown on their nomination papers.

uponpetition of the chairperson and secretary of tigaization . .

to the board requesting such status and specifying their party) (ar?)"'lzjhe county ‘;}'e;t'jﬁouf‘ty boe;)rd”of election conlflbmls

name,which may not duplicate the name of an existing patty S'" ners;da efs;gnatet elanal primary ba ﬁ;ta(txra;angeme r

petitionunder this subdivision may be filed no later tbBgmm. on all canal atgs ling nomination papers in t ’

Junel in the year of each general election. (ar) Within a county the countglerk shall arrange the names
. . . ..of all candidates filing nomination papers with the ckeddice

2. Subdivisionl. applies to a party within any assemnyLdls0 ;
trict or county at any September primary election dhat least USingthe same method as that used by the board urblé0s(1)

onecandidate of the party for any national, state or courfiiyeof : ) o ) )
qualifiesto have his or her name appear on the ballot under the(b) The county board of election commissioners in counties
nameof that party within that assembdjstrict or county The havinga population of more than 500,000 shall preparefiie
countyclerk or county board of election commissioners girall ~ cial primary ballot. The commissioners shall arrange the names
vide a combined separate ballot or onermre separate columnsof all candidates foeach dice whose nomination papers are filed
or rows on the ballot that will permit an elector to cast a vote fatthe county level, using the same method as that used by the gov
awrite—in candidate for the nomination of any such party for eaefnmentaccountability board under5.60 (1) (b)
national,state and county fi€e whenever that party qualifiesto  (5) At the September primargn elector may vote for the ean
berepresented on a separate primary ballot or in one or more seji@atesof only one partyor the elector may vote for any thie
rate columns or rows under sutidbut does not qualify under thisindependentandidates for statefafe listed; but the elector may
subdivision. The ballot shall include the name of each gadilr  not vote for more than one candidate for a singfie®f A space
fying for a separate ballot or one or more separate colunmo®/sr shallbe provided on the ballot for an elector to write in the name
onthe ballot under eachfiafe, with the namesf the candidates of his or her choice as a padgndidate for any &€e, including
for each such party appearingtire same order in which the bal a party candidate of a pariyhose name appears on the ballot, col
lots of the parties would appear under. gay). umnor row designated for independent candidates, as provided in

(2) (a) Except as provided ipar (b) and s5.64 (1) (e) 2.any sub.(1) (b)or(2) (b), but no space shall be provided to write in the
political organization may be represented on a separate primagmesof independent candidates.
ballotor in one or more separate columns or rows on the primaryllgitgrzy; 113% c. 23((3)@51.]1123, gg (129)8119713%735%139734% nggg; égﬁgégs 15;2;

1 i i .107, 4 C. c. 377 a. 487 a. a.
QeneraEiacton balot i every ward and election st qual | 12658, 341971991 & 3161003 8. 1641999 8. 1642005 . 1452007 .1
.g Yy R q The filing of a proper petition by the requisite number of electors in a senate,
ify for a separate ballot under this paragraph, the politig@-or assemblyor congressional district will qualify the politicalganization referred to
nizationshall, not later than 5 p.m. on Juhi the year of the Sep in the petition as a party entitled to a separate ballot within the specific district only
temberprimary file with theboard a petition requesting separatf" athe state. congressional, legislatve, and courityesfor whichan elector of
. . yvote. The petition may be circulated commencing after any Novem

ballotstatus. The petition shall be signed by at least 10,000 elg& general election and ending on the June 1 immediately prior to the next succeed
tors, including at leasit,000 electors residing in each of at least i8g September primary61 Atty Gen. 41.
separateongressional districts. Tlpetition shall conform to the
requirement®f 5.8.40 No signature obtained before January $.64 General election ballots. At generalelections all of
in the year of filing is valid. When the candidates of a politic&ihe following ballots, when necessashall be provided fogach
organizationfiling a valid petition fulfill the requirements pre ward:
scribedby law they shall appear on a separate ballot or one or(1) OrriciaL BaLLOT. (ag) Except as authorizéuls.5.655
moreseparate _columns or rows on the ballot for the period endifgreshall be a separate ballot giving the naofesi candidates
with the following general election. for president and vicpresident and for statewide, congressional,

(b) Paragrapka) appliesto a party within any assembly districtlegislative,and county dfces in the same form as prescribed by
or county at any September primary election only if at least ottee board under §.08 (1) (a)
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(ar) 1. The ballot shall permit an elector to do any of the fol (em) The names of the candidates for tHices of president
lowing: andvice president certified under&216 (7)or filed under s8.20
a. \ote a straight party ticket for president and vicesident, Shallappear on the ballot in tiierm prescribed in §.08 (2) (a)

wheneverthose diices are contested, and for all statewide -cor he names of the presidential electors for the candidates supplied
gressionallegislative, and county fi¢es. underss.8.18 (2)and8.20 (2) (d)are not listed on the ballot but

b. \bte for individual candidates for eacHicé. avote for the candidates for president aiu president is a vote
r them through their named presidential electors.

c. Vote for a person whose name does not appear on the béﬂo
for ény ofice P pp Ees) The party candidates shall be arranged consecutively from

. . top to bottom based on the number of votes received by their
2. When voting for governor and lieutenant govertiwebal P Y

. . arty’s candidate for governor at the last election beginmiitly
lot shall permit an elector teote only for the candidates on ongpq party that received the most votes. The independent

ticketjointly or write in the names of persons in both spaces. presigent-viceresident candidates shall be listed together in an
(b) The names othe candidates on the regular party ticketsrderdrawn by lot by or under supervision of the board, following

nominatedat the primary or replacements appointeder s8.35 underthe party candidateshlong with the names of the indepen

(2) shall appear i separate column under the party designatioflent candidates shall appear the party or principle of the candi

Thecolumns shall be arranged from left to right accordimgi, dates,if any, in 5 words or less, as shown on their nomination

basedon the number of votes received by each paudgihdidate papers.Following under the independent candidates, a stk

for president ogovernor at the last general election beginninge left for writing in the names of a candidate for president and

with the party that received the most votese.the right of the cel vice president.

umnsfor parties qualifying under 8.62 (1) (b)shall be placed the 1y | the casef balloting for the dice of governor and lieu

columnsfor parties qualifying under §.62 (2)in the same order enantgovernoythe names of the candidasmll be placed in the

in which the parties filed petitions with the board. Any columga ity column by which nominated or if independent, in a column

requiredunder par(e) 2.shallbe placed next in ordefo the right - jesignatedndependent. In each column there shall be one choice

of the party columns shall be a column for the namésdeipeR o the elector to cast a ballot jointly for botHicés.
dentcandidates for eachfafe, or more than one column if the (g) Following under the independenandidates for each

g[lsghcgellﬁg}gaﬂgzs not provide Sigient space for the names of a”ofﬁce, a space shall be provided for the elector to write in the name
L . . . of a candidate of his or her choice for thdioef
_(d) The ofices shall be arranged beginning with president and 5y pecepenpumpaLor. (am) There shall be a separate bal
vice president or governor ariteutenant governprwhenever lot when any proposed constitutional amendment or Gthgr

:jheisie?]fgfeedi:égrfﬂgdé;r(lg)then the remainin§ags in the order measureor question is submitted to a vote of the people, except
g : _ . . asauthorizedn s.5.655 The ballot shall give a concise statement
(e) 1. Except as provided in suldd. each candidate’name of each question in accordance wtitie act or resolution directing
shallbe placed in the column of the party by which nominated sypmissiorin the same form as prescribed by the board under s.
if independent, in a column designated independent and alt cantyg (1) (a) The question may not be worded in such a manner
datesfor the same dite shall appear within the same rowsth@  asto require a negative vote to approve a propositian afirm-
ballot. If a separate column is provided to write in the naafes ative vote to disapprovea proposition. Unless otherwise
any party candidatesinder subd2., the column shall appear expresslyprovided, this ballot form shall be used ateadictions
beforethe column designated independent with the spaces pthen questions are submitted to a vote of the people.
videdto write in the namesf the candidates for each such party (C) The oficial referendumballot prescribed under this sub

apptle(;olringn the sdame c:\_)rde;\lin Whi‘??] t?]e columnsfo;th_ei(rj parties ction shall be utilizedt every election, except that the format
\(/jvou apé)_gar un ﬁr ﬁd ): Onﬁ with the names .Olt eflnh epen ahall be altered to thextent provided or required by other laws
entcandidates shall appear the party or principle of the €angdlipjishingor authorizing referenda to be conducted. Except as

dates,f Iar:jy, in 5dwords (()jr_dless, ?S srr:own on the:ﬁr_ norﬂnﬁ‘tioguthorizedn s.5.655 all referenda shall appear on a separate bal
papers. Independent candidates for the same courfigeoshall | “h;t more than one referendum question may appear on the
belisted in the same manner in an order drawn by lot by or un(iét’

isionof th tv clerk or boaf electi YT mereferendunballot whenever the questions are numbered and
Supervisioror the county CIErk or boait election COmmiSSIOn 5 glectors voting the ballot are entitled to vote upon all questions
ers.The board shall conduct a redrawing for purposeletsrmin

ing th t of ind dent didates for St fappearingthereon. When more than ostate referendum is
ing the arrangement of independent candidates for State of |3 eqon the same ballatihe board shall number the questions in
who appeared on the primary ballot in the manner provided in

chronologicalsequence. If the legislature submits questions on
5.60 (1) (b) ) differentdatesthe board shall number the questions sequentially
2. There shall be a separate column for the candidagzebf pasedon the date on which the questions are submitted by the leg
party qualifying for that column under 5.62 (1) (b)or(2), except islature. Exceptas authorized in §.655 state and county refer
thatif, within any assembly district or countyere are no candi endashall appear on a separate ballot from municipabpecial
datesfor any national, state or countyfioé representing such a district referenda. The form of all referendum ballots shall be sub

partywho qualify to have their names appear on the ballot undgéntially the same as that prescribed by the board uritieBg1)
the name of thaparty within that assembly district, the countya),

clerk or boardof election commissioners shall provide a €0m' pistory: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1977 c. 26427, 1979 c. 2601981 c. 79175 377,
binedseparate column that will permit an elector to cast a vote B9 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 3911989 a. 31192 1991 a. 3161999 a. 182
awrite—in candidate of any such party for each national, state 38> 149

countyoffice whenever that party qualifies to be represented iNsgs5 Special referendum ballots.  Unless otherwise pro

separateolumn but doesot qualify under this subdivision. Theyijoq paiiots for special referenda shall conform to the format
ballot shall include the name of each party qualifying for asep

ratecolumn under each fide, with the names of the candidatesBrHe.SC“pedmder $5.64 (2) insofar as applicable.
s W . . istory: 1983 a. 4841999 a. 182

for each such party appearingtire same order in which the €ol
umnsof the parties would appear under.|gaJ. 5.655 Consolidated ballots. (1) Whenever a separabat

(eg) In the case of ballotinfpr the ofices of president and vice lot is required to be used, a municipality may use a single ballot
presidentthe names of the candidates shall be placed in the dolfacilitate the use of voting machines or an electronic voting sys
umn of the party that nominated them or if independent, in-a caémor, if the municipality employs paper ballots, may use a con
umndesignated independent. In each column there shall be enkdatedpaper ballot that is authorized under €@h. If a munie
choice for the elector to cast a ballot jointly for botfices. ipality uses a single ballot in lieu of separate ballots bédéot
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shallinclude a separate column or row for arfjcef referendum betweenthe units of local government involved in the election.
or party for which a separate ballot is required by law and the bial a 1st class cifyall costs otherwise attributable to a schaie!
lot shall be distributed only to electors who are eligible to vote foict shall be paid by the city
all of the ofices and referenda appearing on the ballot. (3) If voting machines are used or if an electronic voting sys
(2) Whenevera municipality employingpaper ballots is temis used in which all candidates and referenda appear on the
requiredto utilize separate ballots for certaitfiicés, referenda or same ballot, the ballots for all national, state and couffityesf
partiesat an election, the municipalitpay with the approval of andfor county and state referenda shall be prepared and paid for
the county clerk or board of election commissioners of eady the county wherein they are used. If the voting machine or elec
countyin which there is located any portiofithe municipality tronic voting systenballot includes a municipal or school, techni
whereone ormore electors reside, substitute a single consolidateal college, sewerage or sanitary district ballot, the cost of that
paperballot or a ballot that is designed to be utilized with an-eleportion of the ballot shall be reimbursedttee county or paid for
tronic voting system, ithe ballot contains all of the applicableby the municipality or district, except as provided in a 1st digs
informationrequired to be provided for paper ballots at that-eleschooldistrict under sub(2).
tion. (3m) Theelection administration council shall provide guid
(3) The board shall prescribe notices and instructions to laeceto local units oovernment concerning the procurement of
givento electors who use a ballot that is authorized undef2ub. electionapparatus, ballots, ballot forms, materials, and supplies
in lieu of any noticesnd instructions that are applicable only tdor use in elections in this state to help ensure that competitive
municipalities employing separate paper ballots. pricesare obtained by those units of government.
History: 1999 a. 182 (4) Except as provided under s\f), the cost of compensa
tion of election dficials and trainees shall be borne in the manner
5.66 Number of ballots. (1) For local elections, where nec providedin s.7.03
essarymunicipal clerks shall have digient ballots printedor (5) If a chage is made for the use of a polling place dhege
otherwiseprepared whenever a voting system does not utilizgp|| be paid by thenunicipality establishing the polling place
printed ballots to assure a ballot for all electors or votingnders.5.25 (2)unless the polling place is used to conduct a spe
machines.For all other elections the municipal clerks shall certifyjg| election that is called by a urif government other than the
to their county clerk, on the first dayf the 2nd month preceding stateor the municipality establishing the polling place and the spe
the month in which the primary is held, the approximate numbgfg| election is not held concurrently with an election specified in
of electors in the municipalityThe county clerk shall total theseg 5 g2 (5)(18), (21) or (22). In such case the cigarshall beaid
estimatesand order a sfitient supply to assure ballots fall  py the unit of government that calls the special election.
electorsand voting machines. . . (6) Theclerk of each county or municipality shall submit an
(2) Thecounty clerk or board of election commissiorall  inyoice to the clerk of each municipality afistrict which is
print asuficient number of sample ballots. The municipal clerkesponsibleor payment of election costs under this section. The
or board Of e|eCtI0n commissioners Shall prlnt Sample ba”qﬁJnK:'pahty or district sha” make payment to the County or
wheneverthe municipality prepares ballotsider s7.15 (2) (b) municipaltreasurer
or(c). Sample ballots shall be printed on nonwhite colored paper o P : P
andshall be overprinted “SAMPLE?. afing machine sample bal Jca (7) Any municipalitythat maintained polling hours beginning

> . terthan 7 a.m. prior to April 29, 2006, atitht incurs additional
lots shall be a reduced size diagram of the face of the boar Listo adjust its polling hours to begin at 7 aahany election

screeninside the voting machine with all candidates, issues apgj fter April 29, 2006, may file a claim with the board for reim
voting instructions as they wiippear on the fifial ballot. Sam bursemenof those costs. The claim shalé accompanied by

ple ballots to be used with an electronic voting systemiith o5 riatesubstantiation of all costs incurred. The board shall
ballotsthat are distributed to electors are used shall be an acté%git the claim and. if the board finds that the costs have been

sizecopy of theballot. The clerk or board of election commission;n e, rreqiby the municipalityand the costs would not have been
ersprinting the ballots shall distributbe samples approximately .. rredbut for the requirement to opeolling places at 7 a.m.,
asfollows: 45% shall be kept in the cle.sIOroboardS ofice and e hoard shall reimburse the municipality for those costs. No
distributedto electors requesting them; 45% shall be settéo ¢)5im is payable under this subsection unless the claim is filed

municipalities,or, if the municipality prints ballots, 45% shall beyit, the board, together with appropriate substantiation, wéin
sentto the county for distribution to thedectors; and 10% shall bedaysfollowing the date on which the costs are incurred.

reservedo be sent tdhe polling places by municipalities in pro History: 1979 c. 260311, 355 1985 a. 3041993 a. 3991999 a. 1822001 a.
portionto the number certified in sufl) and made available to 16 2005 a. 333451
electorsat the polls on election day
History: 1979 c. 260311, 355 1983 a. 4841987 a. 3912001 a. 16 5.72 Correcting ballot errors. (1) As soonas possible after
ballotsare delivered to theounty clerk or to the municipal clerk
5.68 Cost of elections. (1) The cost of acquisition of ballot if the municipality is preparing ballots unde7sl5 (2) but not
boxesand voting booths, voting machines or electronic votingterthan 3 weeks before any election relatimg state or national
systemsand regular maintenance thereof shall be borne by tbifice or statewide referendum, the county or municipal gheek
municipalitiesin which the boxes, booths, machinesgstems paring the ballots shall submit one copy of each ballot to the board
areused. for review of possible errors. If the contractor preparing the bal
(2) Exceptas otherwise expressly provided, all costs for babts supplies proofs in advance of ballot preparation, the clerk
lots, supplies, notices and any other materials necessary in-preghgll submitone copy of the proofs in lieu of actual ballots. If a
ing or conducting any election shall be paid for by the county ¥@ting machine ballot or other ballot combining local candidates
municipality whose clerk or board of election commissioners @ referenda with state or national candidates or referenda is used,
responsibldor providing them. If a ballot is prepared fosehool, theentire ballot shall be submitted, but if ballots intended for dis
technicalcollege, sewerage or sanitary district, the district shafibutionto electors are used, only those ballots relating to state or
pay for the cost of the ballot. If no other level of government Rationaloffices and statewide referenda needsiemitted. This
involvedin a school, technical college, seweragsanitary dis  Subsectiordoes not require delay of ballot distribution or mailing
trict election, the district shall pay for all costs of the ballots; supf absentee ballots.
plies, notices and other materials. If ballots, supplies, notices or(2) Theboard shall review ballots and proof copies submitted
othermaterials are used for elections within more than one unitwidersub.(1) and shall notify the county and municipal clerk of
local government, thecosts shall be proportionately dividedanyerror as soon as possible but in no event later than 7 days after
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submission.The clerk is not required to correct a ballot error updwallotsor columns or rows for ti€es, parties oreferenda, and an
receiptof noticeof the errorunless ordered to do so under €8p. electronicvoting system in which ballots are distributed to elec
or s.5.06 (6) tors isused at a polling place, a single ballot may be used for all
(3) Whenevermnaffidavit is filed by the board or any electoroffices, referenda and parties.' The b.allot information, wheth_er
allegingan error or omission in the preparation @iéot, the cir ~ placedon the ballot oon the voting device, shall, as far as pract
cuit court for the county where the ballot is proposed to be use@ple,be grouped and orderétthe same manner as provided for
or its presiding judge, by ordemay summarily require a county other ballots under_thls chaptexcept that the information on the
or municipal clerk to correct the errar show cause why it should ballot need not be in separate columns or rows.
not be corrected and, by ordafterthe hearing, have the correc  (3) If a municipality utilizes an electronic voting system in
tion made. which ballots distributed to electors are employed, absdigke
History: 1979 c. 2601979 c. 31 5.19; 1979 c. 355s.9, 10; Stats. 1979 s. 5.72; lots may consisbf ballots utilized with the system or paper ballots
1981c. 3771983 a. 484 andenvelopes voted in person in théiae of the municipatlerk
or voted by mail.
SUBCHAPTERIII (4) In partisan primary elections, if a ballot contains the names
of candidates of more than one party or the names of party candi
ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS datesand independent candidatéshall provide a space for elec
torsto designate a party preference or a preference for the inde
pendentcandidates. Failure to designate a preference does not

5.76 Adoption, experimentation or discontinuance of  jyiajidateany votes cast by an electexcept as provided in s.
systems. The governing body or board of election commissiory, 50(1) (d)

ers of any municipality may by ordinance or resolutiadopt,
experimentwith, or discontinue any electronic voting system

authorizedby this subchapter and approved undér&lfor use 582 Write=in ballots. If the ballot employed by a municipal

in this state, and may purchase or lease materials or equipmenfjofoesnot provide a space for write—in votes, the municipality
suchsystem to be used in all or some of the wards within its jurishall provide a separate write-mallot, which may be in the form
diction, either exclusivelyn combination with mechanical voting of a paper ballot, to permit electors to write in the names of persons
machines, or ikombination with paper ballots where such ballotghosenames are not on the ballot whenever write—in votes are
areauthorized to be used. authorized.

History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 304 History: 1979 c. 31; 1987 a. 3912001 a. 16
Cross-reference: See also chGAB 7, Wis. adm. code.

History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 3041999 a. 1822001 a. 16

. . 5.83 Preparation for use of voting devices; compari -

5.77 dApleca%le | procedures. (1)b S”o far asl.agpllcablel, the son of ballots.  Where voting devices are used at a polling place,

procedureprovided for voting paper ballots applieen an elec he mynicipal clerk shall cause the voting devices to be put in

tronic voting system employing the uselmllots distributed 0 4 ger set, adjusted and made ready for voting when deliviered

electorsis used. _ _ _the polling place. Before the opening of the polls the inspectors
(2) Sofar as applicable, the procedure provided for votinghallcompare the ballots used in the voting devices with the sam

with mechanical voting machines applies when an electronic vgte ballots furnished and see that the names, numberiiaeics

ing System employinghe use of electronic voting machines ishereonagree and shall certify thereto on forprsvided by the

used. board.

History: 1979 c. 31. History: 1979 c. 31.
Cross—reference: See also chHGAB 7, Wis. adm. code.

. . . 5.84 Testing of equipment; requirements for programs
5.78 Voting booths. At polling places where an electronicyng pajlots. (1) Where any municipality employs an electronic

voting system employing the use of ballots distributed to electqygting systemwhich utilizes automatic tabulating equipment,

is used, the municipality shall supply af&iént number of voting  gjther at the polling place or at a central counting location, the
boothsfor the use of electors as provided i 25 (2) municipalclerk shall, on any day not more than 10 days prior to
History: 1979 ¢. 31. theelection day on which the equipment is to be utilized, have the
equipmentested to ascertain that it will correctly count the votes
castfor all offices and on all measures. Public notice of the time

devicesis used, the electionfficials shall ofer each elector andplace of the test shall be given by the clerk at least 48 hours

instructionin the operation of the voting device and ballot befor%ggrotro r;htsréeﬁteSvysggglelﬁgnp?lTbﬁ;ﬁa(:ilt?]?r? %hgoricuen:é?gaeﬁt?ﬁlfna
the elector enters the voting booth. No instructions magiven spapeis published therein, otherwise in a newspaper of gen
afterthe elector has entered the voting booth, except as authorlggg y

: : : o circulation therein. The test shall be open to the public. The
gg?;rnssicsﬁ zgzr% fﬂ:]gﬁg;ﬁ;?ens;galLgeoggl:rggg g Iecé;cér(ﬁ)lr?sf testshall be conducted by processing a preaudited group of ballots
in the polling place y may yp somarked as to record a predetermined number of valid votes for

History: 1979 ¢. 31 2001 a. 16 eachcandidate and on each referendum. The test shall include for
' o ' eachoffice one or more ballots which have votes in excess of the
5.80 Demonstrator electronic voting system. Whenan numberallowed by law and, for a partisan primary election, one
electronicvoting system is used in a forthcoming election, th@ more ballots which have votes cast for candidates of thare
municipalclerk may provide, for the purpose of instructing ele@n€ recognized political parfyn order to test the ability of the
torsin the election, one or more demonstrator electronic votifgtomaticiabulating equipment to reject such votes. If any error
systemausing the names of fictitious candidates or fictitious que!$ detected, the municipal clerk shall ascertain the cause and cor
tionsfor placement in any public building within the municipality’©ctthe error The clerkshall make an errorless count before the
in which the election occurs. sfich placement of a demonstratopUtomatictabulating equipment is approvey the clerk for use
takesplace it shall be made available at least 30 days before fhéhe election.

5.79 Instruction of electors. At polling places wheran
electronicvoting system employing the uselfllots and voting

election. (2) Beforebeginning the ballot count at each polling place or
History: 1979 c. 31. atthe central counting location, the electiofioidils shall witness
atest of the automatic tabulating equipment by engaging the print
5.81 Ballot information; arrangement; absentee bal - ing mechanism and securing a printedult showing a zero count

lots. (1) Whenever the statutes provide for the use of separ&te every candidate and referendum. After the completion of the
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count,the ballots and programs used shall be sealed and retaitiecelector to an ditial ballot of that kind used bthe elector who
underthe custody of the municipal clerk in a secure location. votedthe original ballot in that election. Unless electidiicls

History: 1979 c. 31; 2001 a. 162005 a. 92 areselected under 8.30 (4) (c)without regard to party filiation,
the election dficials shall consist in each case of at least one elec
5.85 Receiving, counting, tallying and return of bal - tion official of each of the 2 major political parties, whenevér of

lots. (1) At any pollingplace at which an electronic voting sys cials of both parties are present. The original ballot shall be clearly
temis utilized, thefollowing procedures for receiving, counting,labeled‘Damaged Ballot” and the ballgb produced “Duplicate
tallying and return of the ballots shall be used. Whenever pafamagedBallot”’, and each shall bear the same number which
ballotsare utilized at polling place in combination with ballotsshallbe placed thereon by the electiofiaidls, commencingvith
employedin an electronic voting system, the paper ballots shalimber“1” and continuing consecutively for the ballots of that
be deposited in a separate ballot box or boxes, according to kired in the ward. The electionfafials shall initial the‘Duplicate
typesof ballots used.For the purpose of transporting the ballot®amaged Ballot” ballots, and shall place them in the container for
or the record of theotes cast, the municipal clerk shall provideeturnof the ballots. Thefficials shall place “Damaged Ballot”

a secure container for each polling plad&. each polling place, ballotsand their envelopes in the “Original Ballots” envelope.

the applicableportions of the procedure prescribed for initiating (4) The original ballots shall be preserved wittie duplicate

the canvass under $.51 (1)and(2) shall be performed, exceptpallotsand delivered by the inspectors to the municipal clerk. The
thatno count of the ballots, except write-in votes and paper ballg#icials shall then make out a slip indicating the number of-elec
usedfor absentee voting and other purposes authorized by 1a¥¢svotingin person, number of absentee ballots deposited in the
may be performedit a polling place if a central counting locatiorha|iot box, andthe total number of electors of each ward served
is designated for the counting of ballots at that polling place by th¢ the polling place who voted at the election, which shall be
municipality. _ . . signedby all the inspectors.

(2) (a) The election oficials shall examine the ballots or (5) |f the municipality has designated a central counting loca
recordof votes cast for write—in votes and shall countt@hdilate tjon to be used to count ballots unde7 1 (1) the inspectors
the write—in votes. When an electronic voting system is uised shall count and deposit the paper ballots in the contaifiéie
whlch t_)allots are dlstrlbut_ed to ele_ctors, before separating tﬁ%pectorShall then place the slip made out under &iin the
remainingballots from their respective covering envelopes, thentainer. The inspectorshall also place the tally sheet recording
election officials shall examine the ballots for write-irotes.  the write—in votes and other votes cast on paper ballots, and all
Whenan elector hasast a write—in vote, the electiorfiofals  otherballots, or the record of the votesst on an electronic voting
shall compare the write—in vote with the votes on the ballot &stemwhere no ballots are distributed to electors, in the container
determinewhether the write—in vote results in an overvoteafty  gngshall thereupon immediately seal the container witadire
office. In case of an overvote for anyfioé, the election dicials  sjye seal provided by the municipal clerk for the purpose in such
shallmake a true'dupllcate ballot of all votes on the ballot exceplnnerthat the seal completely covers the opening inctire
for the ofice that is overvotedyy using an dicial ballot of that  tainer,and each of the inspectors shall sign the seal. The “Defec
kind usedby the elector who voted the original ballot, and one @f/e Ballots” envelope, and “Original Ballots” envelope each shall
the marking devices so astiansfer all votes of the elector excephe securely sealed and the ftaend thereof of each signed by the
for the ofice overvoted, to an 6€ial ballot of thatkind used in  jnspectorsand returned to the central countingation with the
the ward at that election. Unless electiofiaéls areselected oy for return of the ballots, enclosed ballots and returns. There
unders.7.30 (4) (cwithout regard to party fifation, the election 5on,the municipatlerk or 2 of the election ftials shall forth
officials shall consist in each case of at least one electfamadf \yith and by the most direct route transport the container and enve
of each of the 2 major politicprties, whenever fifials of both  |gpesto the central counting location designated byntiuaicipal
partiesare present. clerk. Unless election itials are selected unders30 (4) (c)

(b) Write—in votes shall be counted as provided in.50 (2) withoutregard to party &fiation, the election dfcials shall corn
(d). The original ballot upon which there is an overvote shall Bgstin each case of at least one electidiciall of eachof the 2
clearly labeled “Overvoted Ballot” and the duplicate bafyod- major political parties, wheneverfafials of both parties are pres
ducedunder para) shall be clearly labeled “Duplicate Overvotedent.

Ballot.” The election dicials shall place the same serial number nistory: 1979 c. 31; 1989 a. 1921997 a. 1272001 a. 162005 a. 149

on each “Overvoted Ballot” and its corresponding “Duplicate

OvervotedBallot,” commencingvith number “1” and continuing 5.86 Proceedings at central counting locations.
consecdutively for each of the ballots for which a “Duplicate ©vef1) All proceedings at each central counting location shall be
voted Ballot” is produced in that ward or election district. Theinderthe direction of the municipal clerk or an electioficil
electionofficials shall initial the“Duplicate Overvoted Ballot” designatedy the clerk unless the central counting location is at
ballotsand shall place them in the container for retfrthe bal the county seat and the municipal clerk delegatesetbponsibil

lots. The “Overvoted Ballot” ballotand their envelopes shall beity to supervise the location to the county clénkyhich case the
placedin the “Original Ballots” envelope. proceedingshall be under the direction of the counlgrk or an

(c) Ballots bearing write—in votes marked in the place desiglectionofficial designated by theounty clerk. Unless election
natedfor write—in votespearing the initials of an electiorfiofal,  officials are selected under&30 (4)(c) without regard to party
not resulting in an overvote, and otherwise complying with thaffiliation, the employees at each central counting location, other
electionlaws as to marking shall be counted, tallied, and théhran any speciallytrained technicians who are required for the
votesrecorded on a tally sheet provided by the municipal clergperationof the automatic tabulating equipment, shall be equally
Ballots and ballotenvelopes shall be separated and all ballothvided between members of the 2 major political parties under s.
exceptany that are defective or overvoted shall be placed se@a30 (2) (a)and all duties performed by the employskeall be by
ratelyin the container for return of the ballots, alavith the bal  teams consisting of agual number of members of each political
lots marked “Duplicate Overvoted Ballots.” party whenever stfitient persons from each party are available.

(3) The electionofficials shall examine the ballots to deter (2) At each central counting location, a team of electifin of
mineif any isdamaged or defective so that it cannot be countethls designated by the clerk or othelection oficial having
by the automatic tabulating equipment. If any ballot is damagelargeof the location under sulfl) shall check theontainer
or defective so that itannot be properly counted by the automatieturned containing theballots to determine that all seals are
tabulatingequipment, thelection oficials, in the presence of wit intact,and thereupon shall open the contaickeck the inspec
nessesshall make a true duplicate ballot of all vodesthat ballot tors’ slip and compare the numhbafrballots so delivered against
by using one of the marking devices so as to transfer all votegiu# total number of electorsf each ward served by the polling
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placewho voted, remove the ballats record of the votes cast andcourtmayorder a recount of the ballots by hand or another method

deliverthem to the technicians operating the automatic tabulatiogly if it determines that the petitioner has establidiyedear and

equipment. Any discrepancies between the number of ballots andnvincingevidence that due to an irregularitigfect, or mistake

total number of electors shall be noted on a sheet furnished for tt@mmittedduring the voting or canvassing proc#ss results of

purposeand signed by the electiorfiofals. a recount using automatic tabulating equipment will produce
History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 3041997 a. 1272001 a. 109 incorrectrecount results and that there is a substantial probability

thatrecounting the ballots by hand or another method will produce

5.87 Tabulating votes. (1) If a central counting location is a more correct result and change the outcome of the election.

not utilized, the procedure for tabulating the votes by the-autdothingin this section déctsthe right of a candidate or elector

matic tabulating equipmershall be under the direction of theaggrievedoy the recount to appeal to circuit court undér@l (6)

chiefinspector and shall conform to the requirements of the autgponcompletion of the recount.

matic tabulating equipment. Hny ballot is not accepted by the History: 1979 c. 31; 1987 a. 3912005 a. 92451, 2007 a. 96

automatictabulating equipment, the electiorficiils shall make ~ Cross-reference: See also clGAB 7, Wis. adm. code.

aduplicate ballot to replace that ballot in the manner prescribed . ) .

in 5.5.85 (3) All proceedings at the polling place and at any cer-905 Software components. (1) In this section, “soft

tral counting location shall be open to the public, but no persd¥areé component” includes vote—counting source code, table

exceptthose employed and authorized for the purpose, may todH/ctures, modules, program narratives and other human-
any ballot, containerenvelope, return or equipment. readablecomputer instructions used to count voiéth an elee

(2) Theboard shall, by rule, prescribe uniform standards f(t)rromC voting system. . .
determiningthe validity of votes cast @ttempted to be cast with _(2) Theboard shall determine which software components of
each electronic voting system approved for use in this state ur@flectronic voting system it considers to be necessary to enable
s.5.91 The rules shall apply only to situations thaty arise in reviewand verification of the accuracy of the automatic tabulating

which the validity of a vote or attempted vote cast by an eIec@ﬂ“ipme”USGd to record and tally the votes cast with the system.
utilizing a particular system cannot be determined undese. eboard shall require each vendor of an electronic voting system
History: 1979 c. 31; 1983 a. 4842003 a. 265 thatis approved under 5.91to place those software components

in escrow with the board within 90 days of the date of appwdval
the system and within 10 days of the dateany subsequent
changein the components. The board shall secure and maintain
thosesoftwarecomponents in strict confidence except as autho
fiized in this section. Unless authorized under this section, the

5.89 Official return. The return produced by the automati
tabulatingequipment shall be appendecthe tally sheet by the
canvassersThe return constitutes a part of tiféicial return for
the ward or election district. The municipal clerk shall check t >
totalsshown by the return and, if it appea?s that tieesm obvious Poardshall withhold access to those software comporfeots
discrepancywith respecto the number of votes cast in any war@"y Person who requests access undeées3s (1) _
or election district, the clerk shall have the ballots for that ward or (3) The board shall promulgateiles to ensure the security
electiondistrict publicly retabulated to correttte return. Upon review and verification of software components used with each
completionof the count, the return is open to the public. electronicvoting system approved by the board. The verification
History: 1979 c. 31. procedureshall include aletermination that the software compo
nentscorrespond to the instructioastually used by the system

5.90 Recounts. (1) Except as otherwise provid@dthis sup 0 count votes.

chapterrecounts of votes cast on an electronic voting system shall(4) If a valid petition for a recount is filed unde®1in an

be conducted in the manner prescrilbed.9.01 Except as pro election at which an electronic voting system was used to record
videdin sub.(2) and s9.01 (1) (b) 8s.if the ballots are distributed andtally thevotes cast, each party to the recount may designate
to the electors, the board of canvassers shall recouttafluts one or more persons who are authorized to receive access to the
with automatic tabulating equipment. The boardafivassers softwarecomponents that were used to record tafigl the votes
shall test the automatic tabulating equipment to be used fariorin the election. The board shall grant access to the software com
therecountas provided in $.84, and then the fitial ballots or ponentsto each designated persérbefore receiving access, the
the record of the votes cast shall be recounted on the automagitsonentersinto a written agreement with the board that-obli
tabulatingequipment. In additiorthe board of canvassers shalpatesthe person to exercise the highest degree of reasarable
checkthe ballots for theoresence or absence of the initials antb maintain the confidentially of all proprietary information to
other distinguishing marks, shall examine the ballotarked which the person is provided access, unless otherwise permitted
“Rejected”,“Defective” and “Objectedo” to determine the pro in a contract entered into under s().

priety of such labels, and shall compare the “Duplicate Overvoted (5) A county or municipality may contract with the vendor of
Ballots” and “Duplicate Damaged Ballotsiith their respective anelectronic voting system to permit a greater degree of access to
originalsto determine the correctness of the duplicates. It elesoftwarecomponents used with the system than is requineier
tronic votingmachines are used, the board of canvassers shall geib.(4).

form the recount using the permanent paper record of the vot@sistory: 2005 a. 92

castby each electomas generated by the machines.

(2) Any candidate, or any elector when for a referendum, m&y91 Requisites for approval of ballots, devices and
by the close of business on the next business daytladtéast day €quipment.  No ballot, votingdevice, automatic tabulating
for filing a petition for a recount under&01, petition the circuit equipmentor related equipmerdand materials to be used in an
courtfor an order requiring ballots under s(b).to be counted by electronicvoting system may be utilized in this state unless it is
handor by another method approvedthyg court. The petitioner approvedoy the board. The board may revoke its approval of any
in such an action bears the burdersiiblishing by clear and con ballot, device, equipment or materials at any time for cause. No
vincing evidence that due tan irregularity defect, or mistake such ballot, voting device, automatic tabulating equipment or
committedduring the voting or canvassing procéss results of relatedequipment or material may be approved unlefifitls
a recount using automatic tabulating equipment will produdBe following requirements:
incorrectrecount results and that there is a substantial probability (1) It enables an elector to vote secrecy and to select the
thatrecounting the ballots by hand or another method will produparty or the independeriandidates for whom an elector will vote
amore correct result and change the outcome of the electionin secrecy at a partisan primary election.

(3) A court with whom a petition under su) is filed shall (2) Except at a primary election, it enables an elector to vote
hear the matter as expeditiously as possible, without a jumg a straight party ticket, but the automatic tabulating equipment
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counts the vote of an elector who casts a vote for a candidate fof16) It provides an elector with the opportunity to change his
an ofice outside the straight party ticket for thafia# only. or her votes and to correct any error or to obtain a replacement for

(3) Exceptin primary elections, it enables an electowtte aspoiled ballot prior to casting his or her ballot.
for a ticket selected in part from the nominees of one,pamty/in (17) Unlessthe ballot is counted at a central counting location,
part from thenominees of other parties, and in part from indepeit includes a mechanisfor notifying an elector who attempts to
dentcandidates and in part of candidates wh@sees are written castan excess number of votes for a singffece that his or her
in by the elector votesfor that ofice will not be counted, and provides the elector
(4) It enables an elector to vote for a ticket of his or her owwith an opportunity to correct his or her ballot or to receive and
selectionfor any person for any fi€e for whom he or she may casta replacement ballot.

desireto vote whenever write—in votes are permitted. (18) If the device consists of an electronic voting machine, it
(5) It accommodates aleferenda to be submitted to the elecgenerates complete, permanent paper recsindwing all votes
torsin the form provided by law castby each electorthat is verifiable by the electdoy either

(6) The voting device or machine permits an electormi-a Visualor nonvisual means as appropriate, before the elector leaves
mary election to vote for the candidates of the recognized politidhle voting area, anthat enables a manual count or recount of each
party or the independent candidates of his ordieice, and the votecast by the elector
automatictabulating equipment or machine rejects any ballot onHistory: 1979 ¢.311; 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3042001 a. 162003 a. 2652005 a.
which votes are cast in the primary of more than one recogni
political party exceptwhere a party or independent candidate des
ignationis made or where an elector casts write—in votes forcan%r

gross—reference: See also cHGAB 7, Wis. adm. code.

il .92 Bond may be required. Before entering into a contract
datesof more than one party on a ballot that is distributed to t the purchase or lease of an electronic voting systeany bal

elector. . lots, voting devices, automatic tabulating equipment or related
(7) It permits an elector to vote at an electionall persons ¢4y ipmentor materials to be used in connectisith a system,

andoffices for whom and for which the elector is lawfully ent'tle(gnymunicipality may require the vendor or lessopitovide a per

to vote; to vote for as many persons for diicefas the elector is fE

entitledto vote for; to vote for or against any question upon whig
the elector is entitled to vote; aitdejects all choices recorded ONjision of adequate computer programming, preventive
anballot for an dice or a measure if the number of choices exceeflyintenanceor emegency repair services, training of election
the numbenwhich an elector is entitled to vote for on sudicef  icials and other municipal employees or provision of public
SR tEatitationamaterials for a specified period, or guaranteeing the
votesupon a ballot that is distributed to the elector securityof the computer programs or other equipment or materials
(8) It permits an electpat a presidential or gubernatorial electg pe utilized with the system farevent election fraud, or such

tion, by one action to vote for the candidates of a party forpregtherguaranteeas the municipality determines to be appropriate.
dentand vice president dor governor and lieutenant governor jigory: 1979 ¢. 31.

respectively. Cross-reference: See also cHGAB 7, Wis. adm. code.
(9) It prevents an elector from voting for the same person more
thanonce for the samefiafe, except where an elector casxgess 5.93 Administration. The board may promulgate reasonable
write—in votes upon a ballot that is distributed to the elector rulesfor the administration of this subchapter
(10) It is suitably designed fahe purpose used, of durable History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 33%.251 (1)
constructionand is usable safelgecurelyeficiently and accu ~ Cross-reference: See also CtGAB 7, Wis. adm. code.

rately in the conduct of elections and counting of ballots. L .
y 9 5.94 Sample ballots; publication. ~ When an electronic vot

(11) It records correctlyand counts accurately every votg - o .
P . ng system employing a ballot that is distributed to electors is
properly cast and maintains a cumulative tallytioé¢ total votes ed.the county and municipal clerk of the county and municipal

rmancebond with a licensed surety company as sutgtgran
eingthe supply of additional equipment, parts or materials, pro

castthat is retrievable in the event of a power outage, evacuat in which the polling place designated for use of the system is

or malfunction so that the records of votes cast prior to the ti atedshall cause tbe published. in the type B notices, a true
thatlt;e lprob_le_m _occur; IS pres_(le)r_}(ed. t disent hi @i actual-sizeopy of theballot containing the names ofiogs and

(12) 1t minimizes the possibility of disenfranchisemeit 51 jidatesand statements of measures to be voted on, as nearly
electorsas the result of failure to understand the method of Ope&'%possible in the form imhich they will appear on thefafial

tion or utilization or malfunction of the ballot, voting device, autoy ot on election dayThe notice may be published as a newspa
matic tabulating equipment or related equipment or materials. o insert, Municipal clerks may post the notice if the remainder

(13) Theautomatic tabulating equipment authorized forinse of the type B notice is posted.
connectiorwith the systenincludes a mechanism which makes \yisiory: 1979 ¢. 31: 2001 a. 16
the operator aware of whether the equipment is malfunctioning in
sucha way that an inaccurate tabulation of tretes could be 595 Elector information. The board shall prescribe infor

obtained. _ ) _mationto electors in municipalities anmbunties using various
(14) 1t doesnot employ any mechanism by which a ballot isypesof electronic voting systems to be published in lieu of the

punchedor punctured to record the votes cast by an elector  informationspecified in s10.02 (3)in type B notices whenever
(15) It permits an elector to privately verifige votes selected thetype B notice information is inapplicable.

by the elector before casting his or her ballot. History: 1979 c. 31.
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